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Husseini Kinks charter change to prisoners 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A senior West Bank 
Palestinian leader on Tuesday hinted that Israel should release its 
Palestinian prisoners in exchange For a decision by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) to amend anti-Israeli provisions in 
its charter. “To modify the charter you have to convince the 
Palestinian jpeopJc Dial the time for peace has come,” Faisal 
Husseini said on Israeli Television. “You can't do that while 
maintaining certain categories of prisoners in detention.” Israel, 
currently holding 6,000 Palestinian prisoners, has been pressing 
the PLO to remove articles from its charter calling for the 
elimination of “the Zionist presence in Palestine" and declaring 
‘’illegal” the division of Palestine by the United Nations in 1947- 
Israel since May has released more than 4.000 prisoners but has 
refused to free others charged with killing Israelis. Mr. Husseini 
ruled out any immediate move to amend the charter as “a third of 
the members of the Palestine National Council are opposed to the 
move.” He said the change in the charter could not take place until 
after Palestinian elections on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
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Sayeh to return toJerosatein 

AMMAN (AP) — Abdul Hamid Siyeh, '• tteTfim Meroian 
activkt to be batushed afier Israel ocarpted the West- Bank; and 
Gaza Strip in the 1967 Middle East war, said Wednesday he was 
going bade heme. The 87-year-old native of Jtarusateni i became 
chairman of the Palestine National Council (PNC) in 1984 but mm 
the post bat year. Htshestt is aStng. have decided to go Jack 
to my hame&nd,” said Sheikh Sayeh. He added that Israel has 
given permission to return, but “some preparations” had to be 
made before he heads bade ia two weeks time, after 27 years m 
exile. Family members said that despite his Ql-bealtti, Sheikh 
Sayeh planned to continue political activities in Jerusalem. Despite 
his return. Sheikh Sayeh remains critical of Yasser Ararats 
autonomy deal with Israel, saying it fails short of what he sees as 
the Palestinians' right to an independent state ih alfof the occupied 
territories. He has also rejected the Palestine liberation Organra- 
.tion leader’s attempts to convene a PNC meeting in Gaza to 
remove clauses in me PNC c ha rter that call for Israel’s elimina- 
tion. 
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Sheikh Zayed 
meets Majali 
in Geneva 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan, president of the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), held talks with 
Prime Minister Abdnl 
Satam MqjaB in Geneva on 
Tuesday, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

It was the first high-level 
meeting between Jordan 
and the UAE after the 1991 
Gulf crisis. 

Petra said Sheikh Zayed 
. and Dr. MqjaE 
bilateral relations and the 
Middle East peace process. 
It did not elaborate. Sheikh 
Zayed is an a private visit to 
Geneva. 

Dr. MqjaE, who is on his 
way to the U.S. on a lecture 
tour on behalf of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hsssan, also hdd talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Petra said. 

Israeli Arab deputy 
to meet Iraqi envoy 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli Arab deputy 
announced Wednesday he in- 
tended to defy Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and meet 
with Iraq's U.N. ambassador. 
The deputy, Abdul Wahab 
Darawsheh, is a member of 
the Arab Democratic Party, 
which has two seats in Israel's 
parliament. He was speaking 
during a private visit to the 
United States. “I want to see 
the four year embargo 
against Iraq lifted and I want 
to meet (Iraq's) ambassador 
to the U.N. with a view to 
integrating his countiy into 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess," said Mr. Darawsheh. 
“We live in an era of peace. 
We must therefore talk of 
peace, look to the future and 
forget the dark days of the 
past" he added, alluding to 
Iraq's 39 Scud missile attacks 
on Israel during the 1991 
Gulf war. “After all" he con- 
tinued “Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein must also forget 
Israel’s air raid on the Osirak 
nuclear power station (on 
June 7, 1981) " (see related 
story on page 12). 

PFLP claims 
grenade attack 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — A 
Palestinian group said 
Wednesday that it carried out 
the attack on a military post 
in Bethlehem on the occu- 
pied West Bank that wound- 
ed four Israeli soldiers. Com- 
mandos from the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) “launched 
a grenade attack on an Israeli 
position causing several 
casualties.” the Damascus- 
based group said. Tuesday's 
attack also set the building on 
tire and all the commandos 
escaped, said the PFLP. 

2 killed in 
S. Lebanon clash 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Two Paletinian guerrillas 
have been killed in a clash 
with an Israeli patrol inside 
the strip of territory Israel 
occupies in South Lebanon, 
security sources said Wednes- 
day. The sources said a guer- 
rilla squad infiltrated late 
Tuesday into the village of 
Oantara, just inside the cen- 
tral sector of the enclave 
Israel maintains as a “secur- 
ity zone.” An Israeli patrol 
spotted the infiltrators and a 
clash ensued. The bodies of 
the two guerrillas were found 
during search operations 
mounted by Israeli troops in 
helicopter gunships and tanks 
at dawn. 

Swedish worker 
released in Somalia 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
Somali kidnappers have re- 
leased a Swedish aid worker 
held for two weeks apparent- 
ly for ransom, government 
and aid officials said Wednes- 
day. Lena Thelander. 28. a 
worker from the private char- 
ity International Aid 
Sweden, was released late 
Tuesday. News of her release 
was made public Wednesday. 


Israel begins handing over 
W. Bank to Palestinians 


RAMALLAH, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Palestinians here took con- 
trol of their education system 
for the first time on Wednes- 
day, even though the 350,000 
West Bank pupils will have to 
wait another year to learn 
about their own history. 

In Cairo, Israel aod the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) were set to 
initial an agreement allowing 
the Palestinians to run their 
own civilian affairs in the 
West Bank from mid- 
September. as self-rule enters 
its second phase. 

“It's an historic process,” 
said the top PLO negotiator, 
Nabil Shaath. “This is the 
start ... towards im- 
plementing the peace accords 
in the West Bank/' which has 
been under Israeli occupation 
since 1967. 

“This confirms the unity of 
the two parts of the Palesti- 
nian land: Gaza and Jericho 
on the one hand, and the 
West Bank on the other.” he 
said. 

Dr. Shaath spoke to jour- 
nalists during a break from 
tough negotiations which 
opened Monday at a luxury 
hotel on the banks of the 
Nile. 

The delegates were still 
meeting late Wednesday. 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials said they were adding 
the "final touches.” 

Dr. Shaath said the negotia- 
tors agreed that control of 
health care, tourism and 
some other services would 
transfer to Palestinians 


Israei, PLO 
initial accord 

CAIRO (AP) — Israeli 
and PLO negotiators in- 
itialled a new agreement on 
Wednesday to transfer to 
the Palestinians responsi- 
bility for health care, tour- 
ism and other services 
throughout the West Bank. 

The 42-page agreement 
soil must be approved by 
the Israeli cabinet ana 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority, which took control 
of the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho in 
May. 

The pact will |jve Palesti- 
nians in areas still occupied 
by Israel a measure of self- 
rule for the first time. 

The chief PLO nego- 
tiator. Nabil Shaath, and 
his Israeli counterpart, 
Maj. Gen. Danny Roth- 
schild told reporters after 
initialling the document 
that they expected it would 
be reviewed by the national 
authority and Israeli 
cabinet over the weekend. 

throughout the West Bank on 
Sept. 12. 

Dr. Shaath told reporters 
the date would be part of the 
agreement expected to be in- 
itialled later in the day. 

Dr. Shaath said the Sept. 
12 date was set for transfer- 
ring other powers because a 
meeting of countries donat- 
ing aid to the Palestinians was 
scheduled three days earlier. 


meaning last-minute details 
of financing could be worked 
out. 

The way was cleared for 
the overall agreement when 
the two sides on Tuesday 
completed work on the topic 
of taxation. The subject was 
complicated because while 
Palestinians will collect the 
taxes, Israel wifi retain con- 
trol over other activities, in- 
cluding security. 

Dr. Shaath urged that 
negotiators move on quickly 
to discussing elections for a 
legislative assembly, which 
be expects will give the PLO 
a true mandate to govern. 
However. Palestinians say 
they cannot hold elections 
while Israel is still occupying 
a large part of the West 
Bank. 

The autonomous areas cur- 
rently are being governed by 
an 18-member Palestinian 
National Authority 
appointed by PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

The chief Israeli nego- 
tiator, Genera] Danny Roth- 
schild, also said earlier that 
the two sides bad almost 
finalised a document on the 
general principles for the 
transfer of civilian powers in 
the occupied West Bank. 

The latest accord would be 
“an important and essential 
step toward a final settle- 
ment,” said Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, whose 
country hosts the PLO- Israeli 
autonomy negotiations. 

Dr. Shaath said be would 

(Continued on page 7) 


Syrians vote for parliament; 
little change seen in makeup 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Millions of Syrians went to 
polling centres which opened 
early on Wednesday to elect 
representatives to the 250- 
member People’s Assembly 
(parliament) for the next four 
years. 

Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Harba said more than 
7.3 million were eligible to 
vote in the elections in which 
7,26 6 candidates were com- 
peting for seats. 

People poured into polling 
centres which opened at 0700 
(0400 GMT). Voting will 
continue until 2000 (1700 
GMT) on Wednesday when 
the ballot boxes will be 
closed. 

The boxes will be reopened 
at 7 a.m. on Thursday and 
close at 1400 (U00 GMT) 
when ballot counting will 
start. Results are expected to 
be announced by the interior 
minister on Saturday. 

No major shift in policy is 
expected in the new parlia- 
ment, a largely consultative 
body where lists of candi- 
dates of the Baath-led 


National Progressive Front 
(NPF) are expected to win as 
they have in five previous 
elections, analysts said. 

They said government 
plans to expand its economy 
reform programmes and pur- 
sue the peace process with 
Israel will be supported by 
the new legislators. 

The NPF, which got two 
thirds of the seats of the 
outgoing parliament, is ex- 
pected to score the same 
number this time. 

Independent candidates, 
including wealthy business- 
men, have spent vast 
amounts of money on cam- 
paign posters and banners 
that have appeared in 
Damascus in the run-up to 
the polls. 

Singers, actors and actres- 
ses are also among candi- 
dates, who include 512 
women. 

The NPF groups the Baath 
Party of Pre^dent Hafez AJ 
Assad, the Communist Party 
(two branches), the Socialist 
Union, the Arab Socialist 
Party, the Unionist Socialist 


Party and the Unionist 
Socialist Democratic Party. 

Despite the ballot. Presi- 
dent Assad, who seized pow- 
er in a 1971 coup, retains a 
firm, highly centralised grip 
on power and the elections 
are essentially a procedural 
affair rather than a political 
contest between rival parties. 

Foreign policy, security 
and even Syria's peace nego- 
tiations with Israel are. never 
subject to public debate. 

Parliament’s mam function 
is to provide the government 
with a barometer of the senti- 
ment among various interest 
groups rather than serve as a 
decision-making body 

However, the large ex- 
pected turnout and joyous 
mood that have characterised 
these and other elections in 
recent years unmistakably re- 
flect a thirst for democracy 
among the populace. 

The People’s Assembly 
was formed with 145 seats a 
year after Mr. Assad's blood- 
less coup and later expanded. 
Its last four-year term ended 
June 10. 


King meets 
Posovalyuk 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received at the 
Royal Court Viktor Poso- 
valyuk, a personal repre- 
sentative of Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, who ar- 
rived in Amman Tuesday 
as part of a regional tour. 

King Hussein and the 
Russian envoy discussed 
developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Mr. Posovalyuk said 
Moscow welcomed the 
Washington Declaration 
signed last month between 
Jordan and Israel ending 
the state of belligerency be- 
tween die two countries 
and said his government 
considers the declaration as 
an important step on the 
way to resolving tne conflict- 



Israel ready to quit Golan 
for peace, Beilin says 


OSLO (Agencies) — Israel is 
ready to withdraw from the 
Golan Heights in exchange 
for peace with Syria and such 
a deal could be reached 
quickly once Damascus 
agrees to direct talks, Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said on Wednes- 
day. 

“There is an Israeli readi- 
ness to pull out of Golan after 
years of saying we would not 
give back an inch,” Mr. 
Beilin told an early morning 
news conference in Oslo. 

“The Syrians are ready to 
normalise relations with 
Israei ... once we sit down 
together in direct negotia- 
tions, I believe it would only 
be a matter .of some months 
until we could sign an agree- 
ment with Syria,” be raid. 

Mr. Beilin declined to say 


if Israel could conceive of 
making a complete withdraw- 
al from Golan. But be indi- 
cated all or most of the 
strategically important 
plateau seized from Syria in 
the 1967 Middle East war was 
negotiable. 

“The extent of our with- 
drawal would be parallel to 
the level of peace achieved,” 
said Mr. Beilin, in Norway 
after visiting Denmark and 
Sweden. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has pledged to 
bold a-n atio n al referendum^ 
on any deconvolving' an" 
esse ntia l pullout from Golan. 

“We are prepared to bring 
a very hara decision to the 
people. It would not be a 
question of just a few in- 
ches,” said Mr. Beilin, 
adding it might be necessary 


to dismantle Israeli settle- 
ments on Golan to imple- 
ment a peace deal. 

The United States has 
mediated between Israel and 
Syria for almost three years, 
most recently in a senes of 
shuttles by U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

“We are closer to peace 
with Syria than ever, but 
developments have neverthe- 
less not been satisfactory,” 
said Mr. Beflm, calling on 
Syria to negotnie directly 
.jwtiv Israel . . - 

Mr. Beilin, • one of the 
architects of the peace deal 
brokered by Norway between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
. said there was an historic 
chance for peace with Syria 
but time was running short. 


Algerian 
talks resume 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual and 
delegations from five Alge- 
rian opposition parties held a 
second round of talks 
Wednesday after breaking 
for a day, official sources 
said. 

The five parties which 
agreed to take part in the 
talks were: The National li- 
beration Front (FLN), Alger- 
ia’s former ruling party, the 
Movement for Democracy in 
Algeria, former President 
Ahmad Ben Bella's party, 
the Algerian Reform Party 
and two Islamic parties, rivals 
to Che banned Islamic Sal va- 
tion Front (FIS), the Mamie - 
Society Movement' and the 
Mamie Renaissance Move- 
ment. 

The Socialist Forces led by 
Hodne Alt Ahmad, which 
was also invited to the talks, 
refused to take part in the 
talks. 


Yemeni president plans two-party coalition 


SANAA (R) — The Mamie 
Mah party and President AJi 
Abdullah Saleh's party are 
discussing formation of a new 
Yemeni government exclud- 
ing southern socialists defe- 
ated in the civil war, a senior 
official and Mah member 
said. 

“It seems things are mov- 
ing in the direction of a coali- 
tion between the (Saleh’s) 
General Peoples Congress 
and Mah.’ 1 Deputy 
Minister Abdul Wahab 
Ali Al Ansi told Reutera in 
an interview. 

Political sources said last 
week a new coalition would 
be announced before the end 
of August 

But Mr. Ansi said, “it is 
difficult to mention any 
date.” 

The Aden-based Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) merged 
southern Yemen with Mr. 
Saleh's north four years ago 


and remains officially in die 
cabinet although ha senior 
leaders have been denounced 
by Mr. Saleh as traitors for 
trying to break up the un- 
ion. 

Mah, the traditional poli- 
tical enemy of the secular 
YSP, stroqgly s up p o rted Mr. 
Said] during a two-month 
dvil war that ended on July 7 
with die defeat of southern 
secessionists led by YSP lead- 
er Ali Salem Al Beidh. 

The party has been largely 
in disarray since. 

Four of its members who 
did not join the breakaway 
state remain in the govern- 
ment that was originally 
formed as a three-party coali- 
tion of the GPC, YSP and 
Islah. 

The YSP’s Haidar Abu 
Bakr Al Attas was prime 
minister but be and other 
YSP leaders who supported 
the breakaway state were 


sacked by Mr. Saleh who in 
May appointed a dose aide, 
Mohammad Said Al Attar, as 
acting prime minister. 

Mr. Ana said GPC and 
Islah were holding talks 
aimed “at defining a dear 
basis for the decision-making 
within the new coalition to 
avoid past mistakes.” 

He said the two parties 
were not trying to exclude the 
YSP but the party has not 
.been able yet to define its 
position. 

“The new coalition is not 
an attempt for polarisation. 
We are committed to the 
principle of pluralism and the 
multi-party system,” Mr. 
Anri said. 

“We do not want to inter- 
fere in the YSP affairs or try 
to weaken it or belittle its 
political role. On the con- 
trary we want to help it over- 
come its problems,!' he said 

Meanwhile, pistol-packing 


Yemen, with three guns for 
every person, plans to ban 
the carrying of firearms in 
cities. 

“We are making efforts to 
ban the carrying of weapons 
once and for au in the cities 
and re-organise carrying 
(arms) under licence in ocher 
areas,” Interior Minister 
Yahya Al Mutawakel told a 
meeting of senior police and 
security officers. 

The meeting, attended by 
President Saleh, was shown 
on Sanaa Television on Tues- 
day night. 

Mr. Mutawakel said earlier 
this year that more than 50 
million guns were in private 
bands in - Yemen. 

: Political sources believed 
the figure had grown con- 
siderably since the civil war. 

They said that daring the 
conflict large quantities of 
weapons were seized as booty 
by soldiers and civilians. 


Majority of Jordanians support Washington Declaration, poll finds 


By P.V Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Eighty per 
cent of Jordanians support 
the Washington Declara- 
tion ending the state of 
belligerency and paving the 
way for a peace agreement 
between Jordan and Israel, 
according to the results of 
an opinion poll released 
Wednesday. 

The findings of the poll 
indicate that those who 
oppose Jordan’s move to- 
wards peace with Israel do 
so mainly based on “doc- 
trinal and ideological" 
grounds rather than on a 
belief that the Kingdom 
would not be able to secure 
its rights in negotiations 
with the Jewish state. 

The poll, conducted last 
week, last found that 82.2 
per cent beiieve that Jor-‘ 
dan’s economy would 
benefit from making peace 
with Israel and 69 per cent 
believe that the Kingdom 
would be able to secure its 
territorial and water rights 
and achieve its security 


objectives in negotiations 
with the Jewish state. 

The opinion poll was 
conducted by the Centre 
for Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan be- 
tween Aug. 18 and 20 and 
covered 1,172 “randomly 
selected people from all 
over the Kingdom." The 
target audience included 
both males and females 
over the age of 19. 

Asked whether they sup- 
ported or opposed the 
Washington Declaration, 
80.2 per cent said they sup- 
ported it, 14.1 said they 
opposed it and 5.7 said they 
were unsure. 

The poll organisers, 
mindful of grounds for 
argument by opponents of 
the peace process, 
cautioned that support for 
the declaration could be 
seen at an absolute level of 
72 per cent TTiey cited the 
five-per-cent margin of 
error that the survey 
allowed and the assump- 
tion that the five per cent of 
those polled refused to 
answer this question 


opposed the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace moves as the 
reasons for the lower fi- 
gure. 

On the other hand, 52.7 
per cent of those who 
opposed the declaration 
believed that Jordan’s eco- 
nomy would improve as a 
result of peace and 52.4 
said Jordan would be able to 
regain its territorial and 
water rights from Israel. 

“It dearly indicates that 
a good segment of those 
who reject making peace 
with Israel base their posi- 
tions on ideological and 
doctrinal positions as well 
as religious grounds,” said 
Mustafa Hamarneh. direc- 
tor of rile Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 

“The ball is dearly in 
Israel's court,” Dr. Hamar- 
neh said in explaining the 
results of tne survey. 
“Jordanians have optimis- 
tic and realistic expecta- 
tions of the peace negotia- 
tions and it is up to Israel to 
live up to the expecta- 
tions.” 

But, Dr. Hamarneh 


warned, people could 
change opinions quickly on 
such a dynamic subject. “If 
the Taba experience is to 
be repeated, then that will 
put a damper on people’s 
enthusiasm over the peace 
process,” Dr. Hamarneh 
said. 

His statement was a re- 
ference to the prolonged 
negotiations over the Taba 
beach resort that Israel 
held with Ejrypt as the final 
phase of their peacemaking 
m the early 80s. Israel was 
widely seen as procrastinat- 
ing and unwilling to return 
the Egyptian territory to 
Egypt. The issue could not 
be settled in negotiations 
and had to be resolved ‘by 
the International Court of 
Justice, which ruled in 
favour of Egypt 

The highlights of the 
findings of the poll were: 

— The highest level of 
support for the Washington 
Declaration came from the 
northern govern orates with 
85.1 per cent; the lowest 
was in Irbid dty with 73.9 
per cent 


— 84.5 among those with 
less than elementary educa- 
tion and 83,9 per cent with 
elementary education sop- 
ported the declaration. 

— 82.8 per cent said Jor- 
dan’s economic situation 
would improve as a result 
of the peace process; 5.4 
per cent expected no 
6.6 per cent said it 
worsen and 5.2 per 
cent said they did not 
know. 

Among those- who said 
the economy would im- 
prove, only 49.4 per cent 
said the economic benefits 
would be .visible in the 
short term. 

— 89 per cent of those 
who supported the 
Washington Declaration 
and 52.7 per cent of those 
who opposed it said yes 
when asked if Jordan 
would get economic be- 
nefits from the peace pro- 
cess. 

— Asked whether they 
believed Jordan would re- 
gain its land, 71.2 per cent 
of all those polled said yes, 
17.5 per cent said no and 


11-3 per cent said they were 
unsure. . 

— 76.1 per cent of those 
who supported the peace 
process and 52.7 per emit of 
those who opposed it said 
they believed Jordanian 
land would be regained. 

— On the same question 
in relation to Jordan's wa- 
ter rights, 75.9 per cent of 
all the target audience said 
the Kingdom would get its 
full share of water, 15.7 
said no and 8.4 per cent 
were unsure. 

— 82 per cent of those 
supported the negotiations 
with Israel and 52.1 per 
cent of those who opposed 
the talks also said they be- 
lieved Jordan would be 
able to secure its water 


— Asked whether Jordan 
would be able to achieve its 
security objectives, 683 per 
cent of the audience said -yes, 
222 per cent said no and 11.5 
per cent were unsure. 

— 74J of those who sup- 
ported the peace process and 
43 per cent who opposed it also 
said, they believed Jordan 
would be able to achieve its 


security objectives. 

■ — 9.6 of those polled said 
they opposed the peace pro- 
cess because they believed that 
no just peace could be 
achieved; 8.4 per cent said 
they opposed it on religious 
grounds, 2.2 per cent said they 
based their opposition on eco- 
nomic grounds. 2.9 per cent 
cited moral reasons; 0.6 per 
cent cited other reasons and 
one per cent cited no specific 
reason (the survey had room 
for more than one reason to be 
cited by each and hence the 
disproportionate percentages). 

— Asked whether die peace 
process would contribute to 
die realisation of the rights of 
“displaced” Palestinians, 57.8 
per cent said yes, 22^ per cent 
said no and 11.5 per cent were 
unsure. 

— Replying to the same 
question in relation to .the 
rights of Palestinian “re- 
fugees,” 43 per cent said yes, 
36.8 per cent said no and 20.1 
per ceor were unsureJ 

The Centre of Strategic Stu- 
.dies has conducted several 
Opinion polls in Jordan, indud-' 
ing one Shortly before the 1993 
general elections. The results 
of that survey proved mostly 
. accurate when the actual elec- 
tions took place. 
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Israel seeks aid for 
extending self-rule 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi BeiKn said on 
Tuesday be had discussed 
with Sweden financing for 
extending Palestinian auton- 
omy under the so-called early 
empowerment process. 

Mr. Beilin! on a Nordic 
(our during which he will visit 
donor nations, said he was 
making die approach jointly 
on behalf of Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

The PLO and Israel were 
doe to an initial agreement in 
Cairo on Wednesday to ex- 
pand Palestinian autonomy 
to the rest of the West Bank 
in five spheres of life — the 
early empowerment deal. 

After meeting Swedish 
Foreign Minister Margaretha 
Af Ugglas, Mr. Beilin told a 
news conference: “I raised 
here with the Swedish gov- 
ernment the question of 
financing the early empower- 
ment.’’ 

“We promised the Palesti- 
nians to raise it with the 
donors, so that part of the 
money which (the donors) 
pledged to Palestinian auton- 
omy will be directed towards 
the early empowerment to 
finance these... different au- 
thorities,” he added. 

The agreement should ex- 
tend Palestinian powers over 
health, education, tourism, 
wdfare and direct taxation in 
die West Bank beyond the 
small self-rule enclaves of 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip, 
handed over by Israel in 
May. 

Passing on responsibility 
for direct taxation of the 
West Bank’s nearly one mil- 
lion Palestinians had been the 
main obstacle in Cairo. 

Kit Israel and the PLO 
agreed last week to jointly 
approach donor countries 
with a request to support the 
initial funding of the agree- 
ment with $30 to $40 million. 

Mr. Beilin raid (hat while 
these negotiations between 
Israel and the PLO were now 
set to move ahead, the next 
phase of parallel multilateral 
negotiations, initiated inter- 
nationally after the Moscow 
conference of 1992, would 
also be important. 

• “I believe that apart from 
the developments on the. bi- 
lateral levels it will be very 
important to go on with the 
multilateral level, which 
means actually (creating) 
common infrastructure in the 
Middle East,” he told repor- 
ters. 

The working group for re- 
gional economic develop- 
ment, chaired by the Euro- 
pean Union, is in charge of 
this area of the talks and has 
already obtained pledges 
from donors for support in 
areas like energy, water, tele- 
communications and roads. 

Mr. Beilin said he believed 
good progress had been made 
in these discussions and 
hoped that it would lead in 
time to people in the region 
realising that peace was an 


economic as well as a political 
process. 

“That can only happen 
when they see the economic' 
benefits,” be said. 

Beyond the first infrastruc- 
ture moves. Mr. Beilin said 
he could envisage a common 
market but only in several 
years’ time. 

“I believe that in the first 
step we are going to have a 
common infrastructure... 
only later maybe in five 
years, maybe in 10, win it be 
possible to have a common 
market. 

“it will be very difficult, 
maybe even dangerous, to 
have a common market once 
you take into consideration 
the differences between our 
economies,” he added. 

Kohl meets Peres 

In Bonn, Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl said Germany 
wants the European Union 
(EU) to reach a new and 
improve cooperation pact 
with Israel soon. 

Mr. Kohl told visiting 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres that Bonn wanted 
the Jewish state to be closely 
associated with the 12- 
member EU. 

“The chancellor stressed 
the German government's 
wish for a quick conclusion to 
current negotiations between 
Israel and the European Un- 
ion over revising their 1975 
cooperation protocol,” Mr. 
Kohl's spokesman Dieter 
Vogel said after the talW 
“The new accord must take 
account of the peace process 
in the region and include 
ualitative improvements,” 
ie spokesman said in a state- 
ment. 

Israel is looking for greater 
access to European agricultu- 
ral markets, research and de- 
velopment programme and 
government contracts with 
EU member states to cut its 
current $5 billion trade deficit 
with the EU bloc. 

The EU agreed m principle 
to renegotiate its protocol 
last December but since then 
Israel says several EU coun- 
tries have procrastinated. 
Germany holds the six-month . 
EU presidency until Jan. 1. 

Mr. Peres raid earlier that 
Israel would like to sA Ger- 
many play a greater interna- 
tional role ana take a seat on 
the United Nations Security 
Council. 

The Bonn government has 
sought a permanent seat on a 
reformed U.N. Security 
Council, a request backed 
earlier this year by U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali. 

Asked by reporters 
whether he favoured a Ger- 
man place on the council, 
Mr. Peres said: “Yes. One 
should no longer see Ger- 
many through die angle of 
the past but the angle of the 
future." 

“Germany must play a big- 
ger role in world politics,” 
added Mr. Peres. 
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SYRIANS VOTE: A Syrian 
(AFP photo) 


her battot during the Syrian legislative elections om Wednesday (see page mac) 


Court ruling on veil a 
blow to Cairo’s efforts 


CAIRO ( AP) — In a setback 
to die government’s efforts to 
control Islamic fundamental- 
ists, a court has annulled an 
order that prevented school 
giris from wearing the veil 
without parental approval. 

When Education Minister 
Hussein Bahaaeddme issued 
the order last month, he said 
it was meant to stop students 
from being coerced by fun- 
damentalists into covering 
their hair m line with con- 
servative Muslim thinking. 

It immediately aroused an- 
ger from fundamentalist 
lawyers and many parents. 
Yenia Abu Al Magd. a 
lawyer who opposed the rul- 
ing said more than 200 pa- 
rents, school administrators 
and lawyers filed six cases 
against die order. 

A bearded man sitting in 
the front row of the stifling 
court room cried “Allahu 
Akbar,” as the verdict was 
read in the administrative 
: judicial court on 'Tuesday. 

Judge Magdi Abu Al N'as, 
who announced the verdict, 
gave the man an angry look. 
Mr. Abu Al N'as only stated 
the court's decision without 
offering an explanation. A 
statement on the legal 
reasons behind the ruling is 
to be issued in several days. 

The order is to be im- 
mediately implemented even 
if the minister appeals within 
the 15-day legal period. It 
was not immediately clear if 
an appeal would be filed. 

The Egyptian government, 
which has been battling for 
two years to pot down a 
campaign of violence by Isla- 
mic radicals, is increasingly 
finding itself challenged in 
the courts by fundamentalist 
lawyers. 

At the time Mr. Bahaaed- 


dine issued the ruling, be said 
be was protecting primary 
school girls from being forced 
into taking the veil by 
teachers who beat them. 

Requiring parental consent 
of the veil would put an end 
to “terrorism” by teachers, 
he said. He also said in an 
interview early this month 
that coercing students to 
wear the veil was part of “an 
extremist tide trying to in- 
vade Egypt.” 

Taking the veil is one of 
the thorniest issues in Egypt. 
It is constantly debated m 
newspapers, getting support 
or opposition based on diffe- 
rent interpretations from a 
verse in the Koran. 

Verse 31 of die Koran's 
sura “the Light” rays: “And 
tell the believing women to 
lower their gaze and be mod- 
est, and to display of their 
adornment only that which is 
apparent, and to draw their 
veils over their bosoms....” 

Fundamentalists say this 
call for veiling. Some others 
say it is only a recommenda- 
tion for modesty. 

About 10 teenage girls 
wearing veils showed up to 
hear the ruling. 

“Other girls are free to go 
to the school dressed as they 
like... we too have a personal 
freedom to go as we like,” 
said an 18-year-old who gave 
her name as Dalia and wore 
the most conservative veil 
that allows only the eyes to 
show. 

“We are old enough to 
decide for ourselves what to 
wear,” she said. 

Abdul Halim Mandour, 
one of the lawyers bringing 
suit against the education 
minister’s ruling, said it was 
clear his side would be sue-, 
cessful. 


U.N, promises quick look at Kuwait fires claim 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
U.N. body charged with com- 
pensating victims of Iraq's 
1990 occupation of Kuwait is 
to appoint experts to examine 
a $1 tnllion claim for the cost 
of putting out hundreds of oil 
well fires, it said on Tuesday. 

The United Nations Com- 
pensation Commission, 
which has so far received 
more than $100 billion in 
claims against' Iraq, said it 
considered the oil well issue 
had a “symbolic character” 
for most Kuwaitis. 

Although the commission 
has started paying out on 
smaller claims by individuals. 


it has not yet tackled any 
larger commercial claims. 

Iraqi troops are accused of 
setting alight hundreds of 
wells as they were retreating 
from Kuwait in early 1991, 
fleeing U.S.-led forces. The 
Kuwait Oil Company later 
claimed more than $950 mil- 
lion for the cost of putting 
them out. 

“Because of its economic, 
environmental and health 
hazard connotations, this 
claim for the burning of the 
oil wells — that altered so 
much Kuwait’s desert land- 
scape and life — took a sym- 
bolic character for Kuwait,” 


the commission said in a 
statement. 

The commission had de- 
cided to appoint as soon as 
possible a panel of commis- 
sioners to examine and report 
back on the claim. 

The experts will chosen 
jointly by the commission it- 
self and U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali and 
will start their work as soon 
as possible. 

The compensation prog- 
ramme is an unprecedented 
attempt to provide redress 
for war victims. 

Altogether the commission 


is considering $160 billion 
worth of claims from some 
2.5 million people and 
businesses who say they were 
harmed by Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The vast majority are from 
migrant workers, including 
one million Egyptians who 
were forced to flee Kuwait 
and Iraq, leaving behind their 
jobs, money and possessions. 

The first compensation of 
$2.7 million was paid earlier 
this summer to 650 people 
who suffered serious injuries 
or who lost family members 
during the Iraqi invasion. 


Egypt’s police put 
on high alert for 
population conference 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt has 
pot its police on “maximum 
alert” ahead of the U.N. 
population conference that 
opens in Cairo on Sept. 5 but 
already is raising con- 
troversy. 

Interior Minister Hassan 
Al AHy noted in announcing 
the alert that police could put 
down any “terrorist” activity, 
referring to the government’s 
216-year battle with extrem- 
ists trying to overthrow the 
government and impose Isla- 
mic rale. 

“Egypt has overcome all 
attempts which aimed at thre- 
atening its security and stabil- 
ity,” tee mi niste r said. 

But he also warned demon- ■ 
strations by those involved in 
tee conference would be 
blocked. He was responding 
to Egyptian newspaper re- 
ports claiming some non- 
governmental groups plan-" 
ned public de m on s trations 
defending homosexual rights.’ 

The conference, which is 
expected to draw 15,000 peo- 
ple from around the world, 
had raised the ire of some 
Muslim institutions who 
claim its draft report advo- 
cates abortion, premarital sex 
and homosexuality. 

The goal of tee meeting, 
officially the U.N. Confer- 
ence on Population and De- 
velopment, is to set guide- 
lines to slow burgeoning 
population growth ana foster 
development over the next 20 
years. 

Conference organisers 
have pointed out the report is 
only a draft and even amen it 
is adopted, no country will be 
bound to follow its recom- 
mendations. 

They have said specifically 
that it does not advocate 
abortion as a family planning 
method. But the draft urges 
making available information 
on safe abortion In view of 
the thousands of women who 
die from illegal operations. 

Some Muslim groups have 
complained teat a call for 
providing family planning in- 
formation to non-married 
couples encourages sin and 
that a reference in the draft 
to “a plurality” of forms for 
families means advocating 
homosexual marriage. 

Gen. Ally said in a meet- 
ing with security officials that 
police “will not allow any 
demonstrations which might 
harm the... values and tradi- 



Hmnl Mubarak 

tions” of the Egyptian peo- 
ple, almost all of whom are 
Muslim. 

He also emphasised tee 
'conference would be impor- 
tant in proving the success of 
Egypt's efforts to quell the 
rebellion by Mushm . mili- 
tants. 

Egyptian officials hope tee 
rohfereiice, die largest ever 
held in Cairo, .wflT. help re- 
build tee country’s tourism 
business, which was devas- 
tated by the bloody campaign 
by the Islamic radicals. 

More than 390 people were 
killed in the violence, indud- 
minority Coptic 
tians and several foreign 
tourists. But in the last four 
months, police have largely 
succeeded in reducing the 
radical campaign to dashes in 
the militants’ stronghold in 
southern Egypt. 

Several Islamic groups 
have called for cancelling the 
population conference, a 
meeting sponsored by the 
United Nations every 10 
years. Among opponents are 
the powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood and tee Al 
Azhar University, tee major 
spiritual guide for most Mus- 
lims. 

However, Egypt's chief 
Islamic cleric. Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayed Tantawi, 
has urged Mush its to attend 
at the conference to advocate 
parts of tee draft they favour 
and oppose objectionable 
sections. 

Sbeikh Tantawi issued a 
statement Tuesday praising 
tee draft’s call for fighting 
poverty and aids as well as its 
concentration on tee rights of 
women and children. 

But be rejected the idea of 
giving family planning advice 
to non-married couples and 
said some sections on 
women’s equality were at 
odds with the Koran. 
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Fugitive Turkish footballer returns home 

ANKARA (R) — Fugitive former TtaKsh soccer star 
Tanjo Colak returned home under police escort and in 
tears on Tuesday to' face more than four yean in jail for 
knowingly buying a smu gg led Mercedes, car. Mr. Cola k , 
one ofTmtey’s top' sportsman in the 1980s and winner of 
the European Golden Boot award- m- 1988, fled to the 
former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia on July 26 after his 
appeal against die sentence failed. “He was flown in 
accomp ani ed by 12 Interpol police,” Reuter photographer 
FatihSaribas reported from Istanbul airport. “He was^ 
crying, bis fare was bright red.” His mother and small sofrj- 
a group of 50 fens, ex-teammate Ridvan Oilmen and otHtl 
soccer players turned up to meet him. “Tanju is ours 
no-one can take him,” chanted his fens. He greeted them* 
vritfa a sad wave, A criminal court convicted Mr.jColak and ' 
sentenced him to four yean and eight months In jaiLHc. 
has been detained in Macedonia since Aug. 10 after Turkey^ 
sough t his extradition. He left for Skopje two days beforif- 
an Istanbul prosecutor ordered hn- detention. He said Be 
e to play -for a rest of tee world team against 
wi th dr e w his invitation to play after Ankara j 
requested his extradition. 

UNESCO blasts Algerian anti-school threats v 

PARIS (R) — UNESCO Director-General Federico^ 
Mayor, on Tuesday condemned threats by Algerian Islamic 
militants against students, teachers and schools. In "a!: 
statement issued by the U.N. Educational, Scientific and; 
Cultural Oigaitisatiori shortly after an Algerian university 
teacher was shot dead, Mr. Mayor said: “This new wave of 
-terror and intolerance that is victiuusiiig teachers arid; 
students and crippling schools in Algeria must be stopped: 
Only education can build a culture of peace and tolerance 
in which differences are viewed as a source of richness ari£ 
not as a threat to one’s values and existence.” Earlier pi? 
Tuesday, Rabah Stambouli a 65-year-old Algerian unf-; 
versify teacher, was killed m a daylight attack outside His' 
home in tee. town of Ha Ouzou, according to AleeifeY’ 
official news agency APS. A week earlier, Mamie militants 
set -fire to at least eight schools in Algeria. The nrifitants^ 
have warned students and teachers to stay away from" 
centres of education. 

Cyprus backs Lebanon in confrontation 

BEIRUT (AF) — Cyprus' foreign minister Tuesday invited' 
Lebanese leaden to visit the East Mediterranean island* 
and expressed his country’s support for Lebanon in Its 
co n front a tion with Israel. Alecos Michael ides met sepa &7 
ately with President EHas Hrawi, Prime Minister Rafik' 
Harm, Parliament Speaker Nabih Bern and Information 
Minister Michel Samaha. Mr. Mkhae tides said be relayed a; 
message from Cypriot president Glafcos derides to Mr.;; 
Hrawi on boosting economic and political relation^. 
“There are a lot of things in common between Lebanon 7 

. and Cyprus arid we can do a lot to benefit our people,” sttid* 
Mr. Michaelides. Asked about Israeli attacks on South 
Lebanon, Mr. Mkbaelides said: “We support the peace 
process. We support Lebanon and we're against acts that 
obstruct the peace process.” Mr. Michaelides, in Lebanon' 
since Sunday, said he invited Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Hariri 
to visit Cyprus, Lebanon's neighbour 240 kflometres across 
file Eastern Me di t erran ean. The island was. a refuge for 
-many Lebanese during the 1975-1990 dvfl war. Many. 
Lebanese used Cypriot sea and airports to travel m and out 
of the country during the fighting. Mr. Michaelides toured 
the American University of Beirut, where he studied in the 
1960s, and met with its acting president, Samir MakdissL 
Mr. Michaelides was due to leave for home Wednesday. 

Turkey to demand visas for Americana. 

ANKARA (AP) — American citizens will be required-*© 
obtain entry visas for Turkey beginning in OctobtavT 
officials said Tuesday. Officials at the Foreign Ministry told 
the Associated Press that the change was made because the- 
United States recently began charging Turks 660,000 Krel 
(about $20) for U.S. visas. Previously, the visas were free, 
U.S. citizens have been allowed to enter Turkey* without a- 
visa. After Oct 1, Americans will have to obtain a visa in' 
advance and pay $20, the ministry announced. The change 
comes as Turkey straggles to prop up its sulking tourism: 
industry following bomb attacks by Kurdish separatists.. 
Earlier tins month, the United States froze 10 per cent of its 
$364.5 inilKou in military aid to Turkey pending a report bn 
alleged human rights abuses by the Turkish military, r -* 

Two Spanish tourists killed iii Morocco” ■ ' 

tourists were killed - 
ednesday when umdenii- * 


MARRAKESH (AFP)— Two 
and another seriously wounded 
fied men burnt into a four-star hotel here and opened fire 
with riuGfameguns^.oflSdak said. Police named the dead as - 
Salvador Terras Turrel, a 43-year-old native of Barcelona, 
and Antonia Garcia, a mother of two from Eatepola, near 
Malaga, aged about 40. Another woman, Don Ocana' 
Marin of San Pedro, was seriously wounded in the leg. A 
recepti o nist at the Atlas- Asni Hotel was also beaten up by! 
the gangsters who escaped after taking a woman hostage in: 
her own car. The hotel is located near a building where er 
GATT c o n ference took place ii* April. Police said the 
woman hostage was released 15 minutes later unharmed: - 
-Eyewitnesses said the gunmen, wearing balaclavas, burst 
into the hotel lobby and opened fire at tourists assembled* 
there, mainly Spaniards and Italians. The trio beaded for- 
the cashier, tried unsuccessfully to overpower trim and feed 
with, two en vel opes containing an undisclosed amount, of: 
money. A Moroccan eyewitness, Assia Laraki, said tee 
heard the trio speak Arab with an Algerian accent as welt- 
as Italian and French. Hotel staff confirmed this. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

T<± 773111-19 


Programme two 

ItfcM Un Sicdc Dc Chansons 

18:00 Dcs Plantes El Dcs Homines 

1&3B News In French 

UM5 Enquctc An Musoc 

News in Hebrew 

19:15 Batdcstar Galactica 

2M0 News in Arabic 

2*38 .... Heart of Courage 

21: IS MmricrSbc Wrote 

2240 ............... News in English 

2238 Movie of the Week 

PRATER TUBES 

0fc» Fair 

OtkOI (Sunrise) Duka 

1238 Dbofar 

lfctt ’Asr 

19:W ... Maghreb 

2fc38 ‘bba 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary at Nam h Chart* 
SwdBch. TcL 810740 
AmMes or God Cfanrch* Td. 
632785- 

SL Joseph Chord) Td. 624590. 
Owdi of the AiunmrisHn n Td. 
63744a 

Dr U SoBc Cfamfa Td. 661757 
Turn— arts Cfaarch Td: 622366 
Chan* a t the A nramcIH ua Td. 
623541. 


AagBcsa Chan* Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armadas Ca d wfc Chon* Td. 

771331. 

Ai mental Orthodox Chon* Td. 

775261. . 

SL Ephraim Char* TcL 771751. 

Aflaaoa Inte r ait ta ta Chord) TeL 

652526. 

Evaagdtcd Lutheran Chan* Td: 

824328. 

G train speaking Eraagenari Caa- 
gregetfca TcL €84195 
The Latter-Da? Saints TeL 654932 
Chat* at N n a rene TcLfiTSWl. 
The Evangdkal Local Church la 


Td. 811295 


BuBctio auppSed by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Nonna) rammer weather modi- 
tkms win prevail with winds north- 
westerly m oderate. In Aqaba, 
winds win be nort h erly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 20/32 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts 17/35 

Jordan Valley 24/39 

Yesterday's high t empera t u res: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 23 per cent, 
Aqaba 19 per cent. 
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USEFUL 


NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. JandTarif 794710 

Dr. FayczDabbes 759155 

Dr. Abbas AlHakhn 885446 

Dr. Sbtahri Aba Zayid 737962 

Rras pharmacy 66191 2 

FcnJows pharmacy 778336 

A) Asema p harm acy ....... 637055 

Nafroukb pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ............ 644945 

Shmefaani pharmacy 637660 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 

DUUD: 

Dr. MohaairaadAlKJM&fi 273099 
Alqnds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Al Htjjowi 985445 

Kbafifeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGE 

food Control Centre ........ 637111 

CM) Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue _..... 630341 


Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

GranpWntt 897467 

Amman Mu ni ci pa l ity 

C omplain t s 787111 

TdUMne Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Crib 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Redo Iordan ............... 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ...... 660100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

R1 Figk I n for ma t i on .... 08-53200 
Queen Ala inti Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/S 
Khatkfi Maternity. J. Ann 

644281/6 

AJrilcb Maternity. J. Anra. 

642441/2 

Jthal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, S hm cta n i 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital .......... 669131 

Univenity Hospital .......... 845845 

Al-Muasncr Hospital 667227/9 

Hie Islamic, AboaE 666127/37 


Al- AhU, Abdafi 664164/6 

Itafian, Al-Mnbajrecn ... 777101/3 
Ai-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen ABa Hospital 60224050 

Amd Hospital 674155 

'ZARQA: 

Zarqi Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Urn Sena] 

AlHikpal 
flUBh 

Prioress BamaHoipitil _ 

Greek CMboHcHoiptal 
IbaAlNaieaHosMd 
AQABA: 

Princes* Hiya Hospital (03)314111 

FORTHE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
. INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 



- R oy ! Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Torminal 1) 

QMS 

Singapore, Kuala 

1*08 New Delhi 

10:15 Riyadh 



18:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

1UN, Beirut (RJ) 

llriM - Colombo (RJ) 

lfc30 

New York, Amsterdam (RJ) . 

1&3Q Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

19:15 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

19:15 Al AiaiRJ) 

1MI .... Loadoa,B«innU) 
1938 Casablanca, Toiwfej 

1935 Athens (RJ) 

21:89 

Rome, Beirut (s 

21:15 Tunis f 

2335 

Rome, Beirut (add) (RJ) 

88J8 LaraacartU) 

8558 ........ Dubai (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights (Tennliral 2) 

0*5> ... Beirut (a 

13:18 Sbar 

1*30 — ......... Aba Dhabi j 

13 .3 5 Munich) 

M*a 

nsM 

2U15 Bdrutf 

2130 ...» Dubai( 

23s2§ Istanbul { 

WflS Amsterdam i 

DEPARTURES . 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 


Rights 
(Tormina! 1) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


.... Be iru t 


Aqaba 

Al * 


11=45 — Abu Dhabi, AT Ain 

nm Rome 

12:15 ...... Montreal. Toronto 

Amsterdam, Chiano 

12SS8 - ATAln 

1245 — — _ Parts 

EfcW Rome (odd) 

1M0 Athens 

»■« London 


IMS. 

21:15. 

2M5. 


Cairo 


Larmea 


S3 


21=45 . 
2238. 


«H».H.Dobt| 

Dubai, Muscat! 


Mr. 

a 


SflOam. every Maoday 
5MojLtmy M o n d ay 
7:30 am. every SMiav 

— Stejua. every Saaday 


Upperikm er price iaOt per kg . ; 


Apple 


Dubai (add) (RJ) 

2*45 Koala Lmpnr, Jakarta (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New York (add) fRfl 
Jeddah (RJ) 

OthwrFl! 

(Term! 


Banana (Mnfcainmar) 

Carrot 

Casd M oawr .... 

Cbcumbcis 
Cnranbets 


700/400 
— -680 

... toy 

la /»: 



GmHc. 

Marrov, frige). 

Marrow (rang) 
Motakbbh ...... 

Okra . 


M9S. 

Sham Al Shrifch. Munich 

ifesn— - 

2*38 i Dvboi | 


Sweet M<Joa 

fcppg fa*) — 

Pe^KT (sweet) . 



-Tomato 

Strug bean* 
Wmermek m IM ,„ 


■ 240 1 
. 200 
450/300 
- 180/100 

- 450/350’- 

- 900/500 
.280/200* 

400/300; 
250 / 200- 
5»/35Ct 

- 130/60 
1200/900* 

- 500/380 
280/180 

. 200/100 
220/160 
-300 / 200 

- 330/2J0 

. 370/ TUf 
KXKV7W 
.. isorxr 
..80V 600. 

- 70/® 


k*-T; 

Sr 


IS 



V 
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Free Zones Corporation Director General a greement for the mmmh^ of « y<™. 

]Uoss Jagbbeer (left) and a representative of at Queen Alia International Airport (Petra 
an unidentified local firm Wednesday sign an photo) 

Local firm contracted to erect free zone 

AMMAN (Petra) — The vestors in view of the increase said the project will serve the 
free Zones Corporation in the volume of merchandise transit merchants in the King- 
Wednesday signed an agree- arriving at the airport. dom through making avau- 

nie;nt with a local contracting L L _ able raw materia] and reduc- 

to establish a free zone TJ® S £ in 8 shipment costs. This, he 

^L.Queen Alia International said ’ wiU contribute to de- 

Arcport (QAIA) at a cost of Jjjf ™" veloping the transit industry, 
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said the project will serve the 
transit merchants in tire King- 
dom through making avail- 
able raw materia] and reduc- 
ing shipment costs. This, be 
said, will contribute to de- 
veloping the transit industry, 
reduce bureaucratic proce- 
dures related to transit and 
enhance the cargo ability of 
the Royal Jordanian (RJ). 

Mr. Jaghbeer said the cor- 
poration is currently studying 
the prospect of establishing 
other tree zones in various 
parts of die Kingdom. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ctown Prince offers 
condolences to Hamarneh 
family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Wednesday delegated 
His! private advisor Mohammad A1 Saqqaf to 
attend the funeral of Nabeel Hamarneh and 
td, offer condolences to the family of the 
deceased. 

f£C warns late payers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) has asked all sub- 
scribers to pay their bills as soon as possible 
and threatened to disconnect telephone lines 
bf'subscribcrs in default as of next Saturday. 


gas 

r -‘*' 


It also called on those who did not receive 
their monthly telephone bills to obtain them 
from any of the TCC centres around the 
Kingdom. 

Minister opens women’s 
Islamic centre 

ZARQA (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Abbadi Wednes- 
day opened in Zarqa city the second Islamic 
Cultural Centre for Women. The minister 
also opened in A1 Zawahreh area m the dty 
A1 Qa’qa’ Ben Amr Mosque, built at a cost of 
JD70,0 (j 0. The mosque, which can accomo- 
date 400 worshippers, was built on an 1,800- 
metre plot. 





Planning Minister Hisham Kbatib 
'(centre) and German Ambassador to 
Jordan Heinrich Remos (second firom 



left) Wednesday sign an agreement on 
German government support of a 
waste water project (Petra photo) 


Bonn, Amman sign agreement 
ixh waste water transfer project 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
ian # d Germany Wednesday 
signed an agreement whereby 
the. German government will 
extend through the German 
Construction Bank a DM59.5 
million soft loan to finance a 
project to transfer waste wa- 
ter from Amman to the Khir- 
bet-'-Samra treatment plant. ' 
•The agreement also stipu- 
lates that DM 500,000 will be 
extended in the form of a 
fertuit to finance procedures 
supporting the project, pro- 
vided that if this sum was not 


used it would be converted 
into a loan. 

The project entails extend- 
ing a 38-kilometre pipeline 
ftom the Ein Ghazai waste 
water treatment station to the 
Khirbet Sarara station to 
avoid flooding at the fonner. 

The two sides also signed 
memorandums amending 
earlier documents signed in 
February on supporting a 
project on the use of renew- 
able energy resources carried 
out by the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) in cooperation 


with the German Technical 
Cooperation Agency (GTZ). 
The amended memorandums 
raise the German govern- 
ment’s contribution from DM 
850,000 to DM 935,000 to 
cover the costs of experts and 
secure the needed facilities 
for the project. 

The agreement was signed 
on behalf of the Jordanian 
government by Planning 
Minister Hisham Khatib and 
on behalf of the German 
government by Ambassador 
to Jordan Heinrich Reiners. 


tlew institute plans international meeting 
oil ‘the human dimensions’ of peace talks 


: By Ian AtaDa 

to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Institute of 
Diplomacy is planning to 
organise an international 
conference which will explore 
ttfie human dimensions of 
ihe peace process in the Mid- 
dle East,” according to the 
institute’s president, Mazen 
Aftnouti. 

; SJJie conference is sche- 
diflfe'd to be held in Amman in 
Njjjember, and will take 
place under the patronage of 
His* Royal Highness Crown 
Pence Hassan, Dr. Armouti 
iqj;d the Jordan Times 
Wednesday. 

: flphe Institute of Diplomacy 
is file wly -established, having 
fojSp launched by the Crown 
prince just this month to 



datv which deal in interna- 
tional arenas and foreign 
affairs on a regular basis. 
~**Of course, the peace pro- 
cess and its ramifications are 


Mazen Armouti 

of basic concern to the insti- 
tute. It is a pivotal issue,” 
said Dr. Armouti. 

He emphasised, however, 
that beyond the November 
conference, it was too early 
to tell in what ways the new 
institute might be involved 
with the peace issue. 

Also underway, he said, 
were plans for a conference 
on v Jordanian-Japanese rela- 
tions to be held in Tokyo next 


" spring. The second confer- 
ence will also be held under 
the patronage of the Crown 
Prince. 

In addition to its offering 
of training programmes for 
both diplomats and other 
personnel, the Institute for 
Diplomacy will also set up a 
research programme and in- 
formation centre. Dr. 
Armouti said. 

He emphasised that . the 
institute would focus on 
“functional, utilitarian 
issues" of direct concern to 
the Kingdom rather than 
theoretical matters, although 
the foundation would retain a 
“semi-academic nature.” 

In research, said Dr. 
Armouti. “we will attempt to 
provide answers to basic re- 
search questions which need 
to be answered for the coun- 
try’s interests." 

“We also hope to develop 
a database which will be a 
major information centre for 
the state on matters related 
to external relations and 
cooperation/’ he said. 


Minister says no tourism deal with Israel 
unless commitment is regional, comprehensive 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan Wednes- 
day said Jordan will not sign 
any agreement on tourism 
with Israel before coordinat- 
ing with the Palestinians. 

At a meeting in his office 
with the president and mem- 
bers of the Higher Council of 
the Tourism Industry in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
Dr. Adwan said that during 
last week’s Israeli- Jordanian 
negotiations, the Jordanian 
delegation was careful not to 
make any commitment to the 
Israelis unless such commit- 
ments were made within a 
comprehensive, regional 
framework. 

Dr. Adwan said bis minis- 
try was ready to help the 
Palestinians in all areas of 
.tourism, especially that they 
were currently building their 
national institutions in the 
West Bank. 

“You represent a good 
group of tourism institutions 
whim have a great responsi- 
bility in developing the tour- 
ism industry on both sides (of 


the Jordan River) and achiev- 
ing progress .and growth for 
this industry in conformity 
with progress achieved in the 
peace process," die minister 
told the delegation. 

He stressed the importance 
of integrating tourism in Jor- 
dan and the West Bank, 
pointing to the challenges 
facing the sector. 

President of die West Bank 
Hotels Society Marwan A1 
A mad said he was pleased 
with the talks in Amman and 
stressed that the Palestinians 
were keen to work on integ- 
rating the tourism sectors in 
Jordan and Palestine. 

The two sides agreed to 
embark on unifying statutes 
governing the tourism indus- 
try, establishing a databank, 
exchanging programmes and 
statistics and participating in 
international marketing furs. 

They also agreed on pub- 
lishing a joint pamphlet on 
religions sites in Jordan and 
the West Bank to be mar- 
keted and distributed jointly 
in Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. 
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Minister of Tonrism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan Wednesday meets in 
Ms office with the president and metobers 


of the Higher Council of the Tonrfsn) 
Industry in the Palestinian seff-nrie areas 
(Petra photo) 


Ministers discuss Wadi Karak development plans 

Project seeks to make optimal use of water, agricultural land 


KARAK (Petra) — Agricul- 
ture Minister Mansour Ben 
Tarif Wednesday said the 
agricultural sector in Jordan 
represents about 10 per cent 
of the gross domestic product 
(GDP) and that agricultural 
exports account for 15 per 
cent of all of Jordan’s ex- 
ports. 

Mr. Ben Tarif war speak- 
ing at a meeting held in wadi 
Karak area and attended by 
the ministers of Public Works 
and Housing and Water and 
Irrigation, as well as Karak 
Governor Kbalaf Mahasneh, 


several Karak representatives 
from the Lower House of 
Parliament and members of a 
committee that is preparing 
studies on developing the 
Wadi Karak agricultural 
area. 

The minister said Jordan’s ‘ 
exports of agricultural pro- 
duce equal the value of its 
imports of food supplies. 

He said the area of irri- 
gated agricultural lands in the 
Wadi Karak area stands at 

5.000 dunums, adding that 

7.000 dunums can be added 
to tire area’s development 


397 pesticide brands 
registered until 1994 


AMMAN,. (Piepxal. — The. 
number of pesticide brands 
registerccLai the Ministry of 
Agriculture' until the begin- 
ning of 1994 totalled 397, and 
the number of factories pro- 
ducing pesticides stood at 
eight, according to sources at 
the minist ry. 

The sources said that the 
ministry grants permits to 
licensed companies to import 
pesticides only after it deter- 
mines, that these pesticides 
conform to set standards and 
specifications. 

The sources said that the 
ministry’s pesticides section is 
responsible for registering 
imported and locally- 
produced pesticides and 
grants licenses to shops sell- 
ing them. 


Tbe section also partici- 
pates rathe works of commit- 
tees which’ license pesticide 
factories in the Kingdom, 
they added. 

The section employees, 
they said, pay field visits to 
stores selling pesticides, and 
gather random samples for 
testing. 

In addition, the sources 
said, a committee comprising 
representatives of the rninis- 
tnes of Agriculture and 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment, the 
University of Jordan, the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), the National Centre 
for Agriculture Research and 
the private sector studies and 
tests pesticides before reg- 
istering them at the ministry. 


Jordan, Japan look at 
joint venture prospects 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Jordanian-Japanese coopera- 
tion in economic fields was 
the main issue under discus- 
sion Wednesday in a meeting 
held between Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry President 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan and a 
visiting delegation represent- 
ing the Japanese Cooperation 
Centre. 

Mr. Abu Hassan reviewed 
with the visiting team tbe 
prospects of launching joint 
Jordanian-Japanese ven- 
tures. 

He said the first Jordanian- 
Japanese joint venture was a 
$300 million fertiliser plant 
project. 

the two sides reviewed at 
the meeting the prospect of 
modernising and developing 
the transportation system in* 
the Kingdom and electricity 
and telephone links between 
the countries of the region. 

The Jordanian side sug- 


gested that the Japanese in- 
vest in exploiting the Dead 
Sea salts and in activating 
tourism as an important fac- 
tor in building bridges of 
friendship between the peo- 
ples of the world through tbe 
establishment of a Japanese 
hotel on the Dead Sea shore. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said the 
trade balance between the 
two countries is currently in 
favour of Japan because Jor- 
dan’s exports to Japan stand 
at JD 16 million against im- 
ports of JD 180 million. 

He called on the Japanese 
side, which represents more 
than 100 establishments, to 
help Jordan increase its ex- 
ports to Japan and other 
countries. 

The Japanese delegation 
welcomed the Jordanian 
proposals and requested a list 
of Jordanian commodities 
that can be exported to 
Japan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

FILM 

"fc F3m entitled “Splash!” at the American Center on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

PLAY AND DANCE 

-fr Children’s play entitled “Long Live tbe Dead Sea” at tbe 
Royal Cultural Catre on 6:00 p.m. 

☆ Performance of Circassian dances at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre on Friday at 8:00 p.m. 

ART FESTIVAL 

☆ Festival of artistic works (incl ud ing son g s plays , and an 
qMhtf oa of various commodities) at the open theatre, 
the Royal Cuftnral Centre (5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p-m.)- 

exhibitions 

* Exhibition of painting by Fahmi Qayssi at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery (Tel. 819861). 

it r’Whfaig and fashion industry exhibition at the Interna- 
tional Exhibition Centre, University Road (TeL 847113). 


project after the water situa- 
tion in the area improves. 

Tbe minister said the pro- 
ject aims to achieve the 
optimal use of irrigation wa- 
ter and agricultural land in 
fiie Wadi, which has suffered 
as a result of soD erosion. 

He said the project entails 
building 20,000 square 
metres of support walls and 
maintaining wider canals uad 
agricultural roads, adding 
that this will cost about JD 1 

milli on _ 

Tbe project, Mr. Ben Tarif 
said, will contribute to impro- 


ving the standard of living by 
providing job opportunities 
to citizens in the area. 

Public Works and Housing 
Minister Abdul Razzaq En- 
sour said this project was 
vital and requires the coor- 
dination of all concerned au- 
thorities. 

Dr. Ensonr said his minis- 
try will conduct maintenance 
works on 25 kBometres of 


Jkilometres of roads in the 
project area at a total cost of 
JD' 850,000 .over a two-or 
three-year period. 


Water and Irrigation 1 
Minister Saleh Irsbeidat de- 
scribed the project as one of 
tbe important development 
schemes in Karat Governo- 
rate. 

Dr. Irsbeidal added that 
the Ministry of Water wffl, in 
cooperation with the mink-' 
tries of Agriadture and pub- 
lic Works and Housing, work 
plans for implementing an 
tiie aspects of the project. - 

After the meeting, the 
ministers and the governor 
toured the Wadi Karak area. 
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EVALUATING A WORKSHOP: Interior 
Minister Sal ameh H ammad Wednesday 
receives a delegation representing the 
United Nations Development Progra m me 
(UNDP) which participated in a workshop 
on decentralisation in Jordan. Hie three- 
day workshop, which c on cluded in Zarqa 


Tuesday , discussed working papers on the 
legal, financial and administrative aspects 
of decentralisation and expanding the 
decision making base. The UNDP delega- 
tion voiced satisfaction over the outcome 
of the workshop (Petra photo) 


REQUEST FOR SUBMISSION OF QUALIFICATIONS 

Sigma One Corporation in Research Traingle Park, North Carolina USA 
invites qualified Jordanian refrigeration and construction contractors to 
submit a statement of qualifications to be considered for. a subcontract to ■ 
design, consruct and install the necessary facilities and equipment for a 
refrigerated “ Cold Storage Facility " for fresh fruits and vegetables in transit 
to export markets. The facility will be located at Queen Alia international 
Airport In Amman. Only qualified Jordanian and United States' firms that 
submit qualification statements in response to this advertizment will be 
eligible to receive copies of the request for proposals, statements of 
qualifications must be received at P.O. Box 12836, Research Triangle Park, 
North Carolina, USA, 27709 no later than SEP .19,1994. 

Particulars: The facility is to serve as transient storage for fresh fruits and 
vegetables to be shipped by air from QAIA. Physical dimensions : 
approximately 2500 cubic meters of refrigerated space on 500 square , 
meters of surface area, Must maintain inside temperature within 2-4 C. The j 
facility must be designed for efficient throughput of air cargo pallets. 

Contractor will be required to review and finalize preliminary designs and 
equipment specifications, and to submit a‘not to exceed cost estimate for a "■ 
turn key " type contract. Source and origin of services, materials and 
equipment must be Jordan or the United States only. Only contractors ' 
deemed to be qualified on the basis of prior experience with similar facilities 
and equipment will be considered for receipt of the formal request for 
proosal. Final selection will be from a " short-list * of qualified firms, which ' 
will be required to demonstrate financial capability to undertake: the contract 
on a cost reimbursement basis. 

Ail interested firms should submit a complete statement of qualifications 
including names and addresses of references for prior performance on' 
similar projects, General brochures or advertising materials will not be 
adequate without information on specific information regarding experience 
with facilities and equipment for modern refrigerated storage for fresh 
perishable products. '. - 

Please note that U.S. Goverment procurement policies will ;be strictly 
observed, and that this advertisement does, not obligate Sigma One - 
Corporation to issue a request for propasaJ riot to selectee contractor from 
the respondents to this advertisement Selection of the -contractor would be ■ 
sbased on technical and .costs considerations. ' J 
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Sharif’s nuclear bomb claims 
spark anger in Islamabad, Delhi 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif’s declaration 
that Pakistan has a nuclear 
bomb brought an angry re- 
sponse from government 
leaders Wednesday and in- 
creased tension with India. 

Mr. Sharif’s claim was 
strongly denied by Pakistani 
ministers. In New Delhi, the 
government made no im- 
mediate comment, bat 
opposition leaders called for 
India to make its own bomb. 

The Pakistan government 
officially denied that it had an 
atomic bomb and Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Assef Ali ac- 
cused Mr. Sharif of acting 
like an “Indian agent” by 
*-*ting that Pakistan has a 
nuclear bomb. 

.* Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Saul: “We have the tech- 
nological capability but we 
have a conscious deci- 
sion not io ~ — ’ire nuclear 


and India had nuclear bombs. 

He also warned India 
against launching a nuclear 
attack against Pakistan. Hie 
two countries have fought 
three wars since 1947, with 
Kashmir a particular bone of 
contention. 

The independent Pakistan 
Press International (PPI) 


news agency quoted him as 
saying, “I confirm that Palris- 


weapons,” saiu ■ reaction 
to the i 


controversy cauu. u by 
Mr. Sharifs declaration. 

The foreign minister added 
in an interview with the Mu. - 
lim newspaper that Mr. Shar- 
if should not be making such 
controversial remarks be- 
cause he is a former prime 
minister. 

“Whatever Nawaz Sharif is 
saying lacks a sense of pat- 
riotism,” he said. “Nawaz 
Sharif and his party are be- 
having like In dian agents.” 

“We do not possess nuc- 
lear weapons ana we have no 
intention of making one,” he 
stated. 

Mr. Sharif, prime minister 
from 1990 to 1993, told a 
public rally at Neela Butt in 
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir 
Tuesday that both Pakistan 


tan possesses an atom 
bomb." 

Pakistan continually denies 
international suspicions that 
H has a bomb. But the Sharif 
accusations come at a bad 
time, as it has already been 
implicated in the recently dis- 
covered traffic of plutonium 
through Germany. 

Western experts believe 
that even if Pakistan does not 
have a bomb, it could get one 
ready at very short short 
notice and has only held back 
out of political or safety con- 
siderations. 

A former chief of staff, 
Mirza Aslam Beg, said in 
May that Pakistan had the 
bomb since 1987 but that the 
" T ~ : ted States had turned a 
~lind eye up to 1990. 

Washington wanted Isla- 
mabad as an ally in the 
Afghanistan War op to 1990, 
when military and technical 
assistance was suspended 
over the suspected nuclear 
programme. 

The question is at the cen- 
tre of an ongoing dispute 
between Mr. Sharif and his 
successor as prime minister, 
Benazir Bhutto, as both try 
to show that they are better 
able to cope with internation- 
al pressure. 

Ms. Bhutto announced a 
freeze on Pakistan's nndear 


programme last November in 
an attempt to appease the 
U.S. authorities. But she im- 
plied that Mr. Sharif was to 
blame, in an attempt to 
soothe public opinion that 
Considers the prog ramm e a 
matter of national pride. 

In India, Mr. Sharifs com- 
ments sparked an uproar in 
parliament, where ruling par- 
ty and apposition MPs sought 
a government response. 

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister VIdya rhunm Shnk- 
la said “considering the sensi- 
tive nature of the subject, 1 
will have a word with the 
prime minister and the speak- 
er before the matter can be 
discussed.” 

Mr. Sharifs admission “is 
an open challenge to India,” 
said Cbandrajit Yadav, a cen- 
trist MP. 

But a spokesman for the 
ruling Congress (I) Party said 
India would not go nuclear 
despite the Sharif revela- 
tions. 

“We do not have a nuclear 
weapon and will not produce 
one. Congress spokesman 
:Vtthal Gadgfl said here. 

I The country’s main opposi- 
- tion Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People’s Party) 
demanded that India should 
go nndear to counter 
threats from Pakistan. 

India, which exploded a 
nuclear device in 1974, also 
says it does not have a bomb. 
In Jane, however. Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Pao said India would keep its 
nuclear options open. 

At a press briefing In Isla- 
mabad, a Foreign Office 
spokesman said the govern- 
ment had not received an 
“authentic version” of Mr. 


Sharifs statement. 

“This is a political state- 
ment by a politician mid it 
most be seen in that perspec- 
tive,” the spokesman said, 
pointing out that the former 
prime minister (fid not make 
such a statement when he was 
in office. 

He reiterated the official 
position that Islamabad bad 
taken a “sovereign” decision 
not to make an atomic bomb 
although it bad “acquired” 
the capability to do so daring 
“the development of its 
peaceful nuclear program- 
me.” 



Pakistan 's former Prime Minister Nawaz ' Butt in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir (AFP 
Sharif addresses a public meeting at Neela photo) 


In Vienna\thc U.N. nuc- 
lear safeguards agency said 
Wednesday it was unable to 
comment on a report that 
Pakistan has the atom bomb 
because Islamabad does not 
allow inspections of its nuo- 
lear sites. 

“We cannot comment 
either on the statement by 
the former prime minister or 
the denial by the govern- 
ment,” International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
spokesman David Kyd said. 


Pakistan; like India and 
Israel, has not signed the 
nuclear no n-proliferation 
treaty (NPT) or a safeguards 
agreement, allowing the 
IAEA to verify an inventory 
of a state's declared nudear 
materials. 

Pakistan, India and Israel 
are members of the IAEA. 

“They are three most not- 
able absentees from the NPT 
structure and hence do not 
have comprehensive safe- 
guards agreements with os 
permitting inspections of 
their nuclear facilities," Mr. 
Kyd added. 


Zedillo vows government for all 
in Mexico; victory is challenged 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Faced with the weakest man- 
date of any Mexican leader in 
modern times. President- 
elect Ernesto Zedillo reached 
out to opponents Tuesday to 
build a “government for 
everyone.” 


“We are faring a historic 
opportunity to create a gov- 
ernment for the common 
good in which the interests of 
all are recognised,” said Mr. 
Zedillo, who won election 
Sunday to a six-year term. 


With 8S.5 per cent of the 


ballots counted, Mr. Zedillo 
had 50 per cent of the vote, 
an insurmountable lead over 
his rivals, bat the lowest per- 
centage ever for a ruling par- 
ty presidential candidate. 

But the ruling party 
appeared headed for its usual 
smashing victory in legislative 
races. Television Azteca said 
its survey showed the PRI 
winning in 279 of 300 con- 
gressional races and in nearly 
all the 64 Senate races. 
Another 200 Congress and 32 
Senate seats will be divided 
by parties’ vote share. 


Hie Sunday vote was wide- 
ly seen as a watershed hi 
Mexican politics, long- 
dominated by the Institution- 
a! Revolutionary Party 
(PRp, which has held the 
presidency since its founding 
in 1929. 


A rebellion in the southern 
state of Chiapas, the assas- 
sination of the PRTs previous 
presidential candidate, dis- 
content over electoral cor- 
ruption and calls for greater 
democracy had shaken the 
PRTs 65-year grip on power. 


Senate stalled over Clinton crime bill 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton’s crime 
bill remained stalled in the 
Senate Wednesday as Demo- 
crats and Republicans ac- 
cused each other of playing 
politics with the controversial 
legislation. 

Republicans are blocking 
final passage of the S30 bil- 
lion bill until Democrats 
agree to consider further 
changes. 

The Democrats say Repub- 
licans are trying to kill the 
measure because the Nation- 
al Rifle Association strongly 
opposes its ban on 19 types of 
semiautomatic assault 


■weapons. 

Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole Tuesday offered 13 
proposed amendments to cut 
the bill’s crime prevention 
programmes and toughen its 
punishment provisions. 

“We want a tough crime 
bill.” Sen. Dole told repor- 
ters. "Why not negotiate with 
us?" 

But majority leader 
George Mitchell, a Maine 


Democrat, said amending the 
bill would send it back to the 
House of Representatives, 
where it might be changed 
again. 

He said he would consider 
the Republican amendments 
as a separate bill later if they 
agreed to vote on the crime 
bill now and send it to Mr. 
Clinton for signature into 
law. 

“All we’re asking for is a 
chance to vote on the bill," 
Sen. Mitchell said. 

“It is clear that some will 
stop at nothing to kill the 
crime bill," added California 
Democrat Dianne Feinstein. 

A senior White House offi- 
cial said: “We continue to 
want a bipartisan bill. It pas- 
sed the last time in the Senate 
by 94 to 4. It had even more 
bipartisan support in the 
House. But if you open it up, 
you kill it.” 

Sen. Dole said he doubted 
Republicans would accept 
Sen. Mitchell’s counter-offer. 
He said a letter asking for 
changes was signed by 41 of 


the Senate's 4v Republicans 
— enough to block final pas- 
sage of the bill if their request 
was turned down. 

Under Senate rules, sup- 
porters of the bill would need 
60 votes to overturn a point 
of order Republicans say they 
may raise, meaning 41 votes 
would sustain it. Clinton's 
Democrats have only a 5644 
Senate majority. 

Mr. Clinton revived the bill 
in the House after it looked 
dead by agreeing with moder- 
ate Republicans to cut S3 
billion in crime prevention 
they opposed and approving 
stricter punishments. Tues- 
day, he asked Senate Repub- 
licans for help. 

Pollsters say crime is the 
top public concern among 
Americans and there is 
strong election-yeaT pressure 
to pass a tough bill. If Repub- 
licans block it, they may risk 
giving Democrats major 
leverage in Nov. 8 elections 
to renew all 435 House seats 
and 35 of the 100 Senate 
slots. 


Simpson lawyers accuse prosecutors 


of trying to ‘burn up’ DNA evidence 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 


Defence lawyers accused pro- 
‘burn 


secutors of trying to 
up” all the DNA evidence in 
the O.J. Simpson case by 
over-testing it so there won’t 
be any left for Simpson's 
team to examine. 

Attorney Gerald Uelmen 
said prosecutors acted in bad 
faith by failing to immediate- 
ly disclose the existence of 
some blood samples and are 
now trying to use up the 
evidence through over- 
testing. 

“Your honour needs to 
consider if what is at issue 
here is a sophisticated game 
plan to bum up the evidence 
before we can do indepen- 
dent tests/' Mr. Uelmen told 
Superior Court Judge Lance 
:tO. 

But Deputy District Attor- 
ney Lisa Kahn urged die 
judge to deny the defence 
request for access to blood 


samples until all prosecution 
tests are completed. 

Judge Ito wrapped up the 
two-day hearing saying be 
would rule Friday. 

Simpson, 47, has pleaded 
innocent to the June 12 kill- 
ings of his ex-wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson and her 
friend Ronald Goldman. The 
former football hero's trial is 
scheduled to start on Sept. 
19. 

Also Tuesday, KNBOTV 
repotted that hair found in a 
knit cap at the murder seme 
is consistent with hair police 
removed from Simpson's 
head. The television station 
said FBI forensic technicians 
in Washington compared the 
samples under a microscope. 

The KNBC-TV report 
came a day after the prosecu- 
tion revealed that DNA test 
results showed Simpson's 
blood has the same genetic 
makeup as blood found at the 


murder scene. 

Simpson's lawyers attacked the re- 
liability of the DNA evidence 
Tuesday, suggesting police 
bungled blood collection, 
mislabeled a sample and 
assigned inexperienced tech- 
nicians to the case. 

Under defence tjnestion- 
ing, one police criminalist 
acknowledged mislabeling a 
Mood sample and another 
said she was still a trainee 
when she collected evidence. 

Testimony by the trainee, 
Andrea Mazzola, suggested 
she began collecting blood 


samples from Simpson's 
before a 


driveway hours 
search warrant was issued. 

She said she arrived at 7 
a.m. on June 13, met with 
detectives who pointed out 
items of interest and “pro- 
ceeded to have them photo- 
graphed and collected.” The 
search warrant was issued at 
10:45 a.m. 


Rebels: 
Tighter 
sanctions 
wiU halt 
Angola talks 


LISBON (R) — The Ango- 
lan rebel movement UNITA 
threatened Wednesday to 
withdraw from peace talks 
with the government if the 
U.N. Security Council im- 
posed additional sanctions 
against iL 

. The warning was issued in 
a communique released by 
UNlTA’s representatives 
abroad after a two-day meet- 
ing in Paris with General 
Paulo Lukumba Gato, a spe- 
cial envoy of UNITA leader 
Jonas Savhnbi.. 

“The eventual application 
of a second package of sanc- 
tions would lead to an altera- 
tion of the present 
framework, and the 
annulment of Bicesse and the 
negotiating process in Lusa- 
ka,” tiie UNITA envoys said. 


Albania seeks international 
mediation in crisis with Greece 


TIRANA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Sali Be risha has called 
for international mediation 
after the long-running crisis 
between Greece and Albania 
took a sharp turn for the 
worse, raising fears of a new 
Balkan conflict, according to 
reports here Wednesday. 

“We are proposing dia- 
logue (with Athens) in the 
presence of a third party, 
whether it be the CSCE, the 
European Union president 
(currently Germany), the 
United States, or another 
country,” Albanian newspap- 
ers quoted Mr. ' Berisha as 


ference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE). Max Van Der Steel. 

Mr. Van Der Stoel is the 
CSCE High Commissioner 
for Minorities. 


dropped leaflets into Albania 
Sunday calling on the popula- 
tion to. overthrow their gov- 
ernment. 


On Tuesday, Albanian 
Ambassador in Washington 
Lublin Dflja appealed to the 
United States and other 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation members to put di- 
plomatic pressure on Greece 
to halt what he described as 
anti-Albanian provocation. 


Tension between the two 
countries, which dates back 
to the dissolution of the Otto- 
man Empire at the beginning 
of the century, has flared 
repeatedly in the past few 
years following the collapse 
of communism — mainly 
over ethnic and territorial 
issues. 


saying after a meeting with a 
senior official from the Con- 


aBe spoke hours after 
Albania withdrew its ambas- 
sador from Greece and after 
a Greek pilot reportedly 


Relations worsened dra- 
matically when five Greek 
minority leaders went on trial 
here on Aug. 15 on charges 
of spying for Athens. 


Kim Jong Q is “locked in power struggle 


99 


TOKYO (AFP) — Kim 
Jong-D is locked in a power 
struggle in Pyongyang to suc- 
ceed his father, a senior Rus- 
sian official said here 
Wednesday as a Western dt- 
plomat confirmed reports of 
a leaflet protest in the North 
Korean capital. 

Yevgeni Bazhanov, deputy 
bead of the Academy of 
Foreign Affairs hi the Rus- 
sian Foreign Ministry, said 
the North Korean regime 
would fall even if it began 
economic reforms, Kyodo 
News Service reported. 

Mr. Bazhanov, who based 
his power struggle analysis on 
reports from North Koreans 
living in Russia, said there 
was opposition in the Stalinist 
North to Kim Jong-IL 

He added that no matter 
which road North Korea 
took, its Communist govern- 
ment would fall as Eastern 


ernmt 

.Kim D-Sung groomed his 
son for many years to take 
over. He has been hailed as a 
“Great leader, but since the 
elder Kim died on July 8, 
speculation has grown at the 
failure of Kim Jong-D to be 
officially named North Ko- 
rean president and party 
secretary general. 

However, Russian sources 
added that Pyongyang had 
seemed exceptionally calm in 


recent days with little evi- 
dence of a leadership 
straggle. 

Reports of leaflets bong 
left in the diplomatic com- 
pound in Pyongyang were the 
first sign of dissidence-. And a 
German embassy spokesman 
in Tokyo confirmed Wednes- 
day that “leaflets were 
thrown” in the grounds of 
several embassies. 

But he added that the two 
German diplomats stationed 
in Pyongyang had not seen 
the leaflets and did not know 
what they contained. The 
spokesman refused to say in 
which embassy grounds the 
tracts were found. 

South' Korea's Yonhap 
news agency, quoting di- 
plomatic sources, said tracts 
calling for the overthrow of 
Kim Jong-D were left at the 
tightly guarded embassies. 

Diplomats here said the 
situation in tiie North was 
ififfimlt tO gaihge, adding that 
information from the South 
should be treated with cau- 
tion. 

But Sunday, South Korean 
official monitors said Pyon- 
gyang radio reports had re- 
ferred to “falling prey to 
treacherous conspirators... if 
we fail to solve tire succession 
problem.” 

And Yonhap’s report said 
the timing of tiie broadcast 
would indicate that it bad 


been in response to the leaf- 
let drop. 

And the power straggle in- 
dications have been accom- 
panied by speculation about 
Mr. Kim's health. 

There have been two refer- 
ences indicating that the 
younger Kim migh t be suffer- 
ing serious health problems. 

The first was by the North 
Korean News Agency 
(KCNA), talking about Mr. 
fern's “gauntness. ” A 
Japanese news agency 
account of him declining a 
health trip to China. 

But on Wednesday, the 
official North Korean Work- . 
eris Daily newspaper wrote 
of tiie “The indestructible, 
organic link between the 
leader and the people.” 

Quoted by the Korean 
Central News Agency, moni- 
tored here, it added that “no 
force on earth can break this 
integral whole in which .the 
great leader and tiie people 
share the destiny all the 
time.” 

“The dear leader Comrade 
Kim Jong-D who has fully 
inherited all the nobel virtues 
and qualities of the fatherly, 
’leader (Kim D-Sung) is the' 
great leader who is leading 
tiie Korean people to victory, 
firmly standing at the bead of 
tiie party, the state and the 
revolutionary armed forces," 
it said. 


Japan promises positive measures on comfort women 


MANILA (R) — Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
promised the Philippines 
Wednesday that Japan would 
take positive steps to show its 
remorse for the Asian women 
whom Japanese troops used 
as sex slaves in World War II. 

These would include tiie 
setting up of vocational train- 
ing centres for Filipino 
women in general, Philippine 
and Japanese officials told 
reporters. 

They were speaking after 
talks between the Socialist 
prime minister, here at the 
start of a four-nation Asian 
tour, and Philippine Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos. 

Mr. Ramos welcomed Mr. 
Murayama’s remarks as an 
expression “of remorse and 
apology”, the officials said. 

There was no mention of 
direct compensation for the 
surviving so-called “comfort 
women.” 

Japanese officials accom- 
panying Mr. Murayama have 
said survivors must pursue 
any compensation claims 
through Japan's courts as the 
govemmoit believes it has no 
legal obligations to them. 

The officials said Mr. 
Murayama bad also promised 
■that young Japanese would 
learn the truth about their 
country's wartime past. 

"The Murayama govern- 
ment is going to take some 
measures to deliver the true 
historical facts to the younger 
Japanese people,” said 
Kishichiro Amae, deputy 
press secretary at the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry. 

Philippine Foreign Affairs 
Undersecretary Rodolfo 
Severino said: ‘The prime 
minister noted that next year 
would be the 50th 
anniversary of the end of the 



Japanese Prime Minister TonrSchl Murayama toast champagne glasses during a state ban- 
(left) and Philippine President Fidel Ramos quet reception at Maiacanang Palace (AF? ) 


Pacific War. He said it was 
important for Japan to face 
the past with respect to the 
countries of Asia, including 
the Philippines." 


Japanese troops occupied 


much of Asia during World 
War H, committing wide- 
spread atrocities against 
opposing armies and civilian 
populations. " * 

Japanese school textbpoks, 
however, gloss over’ this 
aspect of history and have in 
the past portrayed the impe- 
rial army as waginga war of 
liberation on behalf of Asian 
peoples colonised by Western 
powers. 

Mr. Murayama also said 
Japan would assist with his- 
torical research projects in 
Asia “to facilitate Japan’s 
facing history squarely”. 

About 30 former “comfort 
women”, demonstrated near 
Maiacanang Presidential 
Palace where Mr. Ramos and 


Mt. Murayama met, waving 
placards demanding indi- 
vidual compensation. 

“Japanese government 
good in words but not in 
deed,” said one placard. 

“We are old. We do not 
need the women’s centre. 
Give ns individual compensa- 
tion,’’ one of the women told 
reporters. 

About 200.000 comfort 
women, most of them Ko- 
reans but also Filipinos, 
Chinese, Taiwanese, Indone- 
sians and Dutch, were forc- 
ibly recruited by the imperial 
army during the war to pro- 
vide sex for their troops. 

The Japanese government 
repeatedly denied their exist- 
ence until historians unear- 
thed official documents link- 
ing the government to the 
practice. 

Dozens of children born to 
Filipino mothers and aban- 
doned by their Japanese 


fathers rallied outside the 
Philippine General Hospital 
during a visit by Mr.- 
Murayama. Japanese govern- 
ment aid helped pay 'for re- 
novation of the hospital. 
The children, accompanied 

by their mothers who had 
worked in Japanese night 
clubs, earned welcome signs 
and placards reading: 
Japanese blood runs in our 
VC 'r^’ ™ ease re cognise us ’’ 
The protesters made no 
specific demands of Japan 
Manila is seeking Tokyo's 
assistance for 605 children of 
Japanese-Fihpino parentage. 
About 100,000 Filipnas work 
m Japan as entertainers 
“3 of ending up 

prostitutes. ^ 

During his talks with Mr 
Ran )°^ Mr. Murayama ack- 
the problem of 

£nm h, < ! ren Hnd Sa,d h « gW- 

whl? nt wo , uld investigate 

what it could do. 


‘Polanski should 
be allowed to 
return to U.S.’ 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) _ 
Filmmaker Roman Polanski 
should be allowed to return 
to the United States without 


going to prison for having 

:.v _ 


unlawful sex with a giri_, 
years ago, the victim in the 
case said. Lawrence Silver,, 
lawyer for the woman who 
was 13 years old at the tin* 
of the 1977 incident, said % 
criminal charges should *' 
dismissed. “It’s in ever) 
best interest that this 
event which occurred 
years ago be put to rest 
allow the parties to live * 
lives as 'normally as -jp 
ble," said a statement 
leased through the lawyer-. 
But Deputy District Attr ^ 
Roger Gunson said -Me 
chat authorities were not] 
■pared to drop charge s of 
lawful intercourse with-j| 
minor against Polanski, wfl^ 
fled to Europe while be w» 
awaiting sentencing in 1978. 
"Mr. Polanski will have to 
surrender to the court and 1# 
the court decide what should 
happen in the case,” Mi. 
Gunson said. Mr. Silver said 
the woman, who lives hi 
Hawaii, had made no offer tj| 
assist in dropping the cxinufi* 
ai charges in exchange ftjr 
se tiling a civil suit recently- 
for $225,000. The 61-year-old 
Polanski lives in Paris with 
bis wife; actress EmanueUfe 
Seigner , and continues to ' 
produce occasional films. Hfc 
films include Chinatown add 
Rosemary's Baby. 

Sing Crosby on ; 
new U.S. stamp 



$ 

. i 







SPOKANE. Washington 
(AFP) — U.S. entertains 
Bing Crosby and four other 
singers will be featured on5 
new series of stamps to 
■issued next month by the 1% 
postal service. The Crosby 

:n ... ..u p .... 


stamp will go on sale Sept.’ 1 
those of singers Al 


along with w 

Jolson. Nat King Cole, Ethej 
Wavers and Ethel Mermah. 


‘Parrot man’ 
accepts settlement 
for broken neck 


SYDNEY (R) — A man wHe 
broke his neck while dressed 
as a parrot for a tdeviskri 
game show has' accepted an 
out-cf court settlement for 
damages, the show’s product 
er, Grundy Entertainment 
said Wednesday. Christopher 


Harvey, 41. was employed bv^ 
Grundy to tty oat games oir 


the It’s A Knockout show, 
popular m.ttte United KidgJ 
dem and Australia in t$e 
19S0s, and to show competi- 
tors how to play. But while' 
testing a game called early 
birds nine years ago, the beat 
of his lime-green costume 
broke as he dived through 1 * 
hoop to collect a worm. His 
chin hit the floor, breaking 
his neck. Hsirvey, a forme? 
top squash player, told- the 
New South Wales Supreme 
Court that he underwent ,jt 
neck operation and needed 
four weeks in hospital, and 
three months recuperating at 
home after the incident and 
has lost the use of ins right 
ana. A spokeswoman for 
Grundy said the matter wa& 
settled out of court Wednes- 
day but the terms would unt 
be disclosed. :i.! 


fttade thief 


snatches woman’s 


Urination victim : 
serves notice on 
sports official 


DHAKA (AFP) — A BW 
ladeshi athlete, angered bj£' 
being urinated on by a soccer, 
fan, has served a legal notifiSj 
on the Bangladesh Sport control' 
Board (BSCB), a newspaper 
reported. In his notice, lead- 
ing Judoka Hasanuzzam&B. 
asked the ’ BSCB to ensnfo 
within one month that sudi 
incidents were not repeated*.! 
the Banglar Bani daily sajjb; 
Mr. Hasanuzzaman was ster 
wered with urine last wew 
when he was passing by Dltf*! 
ka’s main stadium gallety 
where , a soccer game was in 
progress. . »!;• 
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TOKYO (R) — A nude thitff 
startled a Japanese woman r 
an apartment block and rob- 
bed her of 25,000 yen ($2S0)V- 
police said Wednesday. Tho. 
woman, 46, was riding as: 
elevator to visit a friend ou> 
the sixth floor oi a building in- 
Fukuoka, southern Japany: 
.when.it stopped unexpectedly^ 
on the second floor and the 1 
door jammed open. As she 
got of the lift to walk up the" 
stairs, a naked man 
.thought to bs in his early 2fe 
— jumped out from a corner 
and snatched her handbag* 
Police think the thief may 
have tampered with the ele- 
vator. They said it was d*S 
asst time they had heard of£ 
thief using nudity as a tactics 
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-.°‘ B >i-!;i wi£ t-. Women cany refuse to a damp in Lagos that has not h*fn 
^eno.-r . i f e ;- ‘^nptied Bor the eight weeks that people have been on strike 

- ‘-vUi'! y,;-.^ : - . 
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. 

in Nigeria. The country reportedly has almost no fad and 
most of Lagos has come to a stop (AFP photo) 


^ ''^rl^Toiigh measures fail to end Nigeria fuel crisis 

i v ”i;:/hL‘‘ 'r- v ^ 0 :ii n LAGOS (AFP) — Lagos re- witnesses said, amid sos- over the running of the on- “I regret the han 
. ' '-'•-'■it Cm ct^ mamed gripped by severe tairwvt nni;n«i tMinAn ;»«■ . nf ) >u. .»<i 


■»« :..C. 




an end to military rule, 
etroleum Resources 


witnesses said, amid sus- 
tained political tension. 

Unidentified assailants 
stoned the minister of works 
and housing, Lateef Jakande, 
as he was attending a funeral 
ceremony in central Lagos 
Tuesday, press reports said 
Wednesday, 


;p. ^ eminent would provide jailed opposition leader to 
i L -’ - i. - Oil security for tanker drivers un- whom the striking oil unions 

ij.& Stem* wflfingto take supplies to fuel and pro-democracy activists 

* ’ stations for fear of attack. want General Sani Abacha’s 

Wishinr- .Etiebet met executives of junta to hand power. 

» — Lf.i. fee eight major oil marketing Gen. Abiola was arrested 


'* ’> — ■ Li.i. cflkrsi ibe eight major oil marketing 
£ v inj 10(!f ^ companies and later told the 
;err. w; 1 : i>. f eaur& j £ jp-government Daily Times 
■ seric. of sasm ie ; S* government policy was 
■v in-.: -i ;..<■•• m [r. r henceforth to simply fuel to 
-i -icc. T f .tf Citf die general public in priority 
“p wh\ >m <zk S*7 wer industry, the paper re- 

« ’* - : ! : fWw of jins®! P Prted Wednesday. 

j.’jj - r . : . 0?ic" £± r„Bot most filling stations in 
•_r: ji: vj tr s; I*gP* remained empty and 

chaotic queues of traffic 
iFITC ;riitV formed in front of the few 

-v.-^ ■.* J —"fiAtnc* fi? mana S ed *0 S ?P- 
'll ofes, with motorists jostling 

UZQXtt neck » P 13 *** residents said. 

Banks have resumed op- 
‘NZ ; V , K. — A flaw nations after a month-long 
e h;;» r.cci. vvnilcBSE grike, .but. dients said they 
p«rro. for a akes ? crc ^ providing only a 
• siww fit. tccefcis steleton service despite Mon- 
f ro-i-; nienepri day’saftiznatnm from the 

i*-J. ;ht -hors prcv= i™* J® *«*>« no™ 3 ! ser- 

e-. v i-,it:r.aanfl? »j!T Wednesay or lose 
V- •. :-nri»* ^wkcenoes. 

k v .. -.(.ilOTtcr were opening for 

av io i n, our gains a*. ‘5* wer tfaan three boms a day, 

t's r-iiiodaw sia 1 t- • . i , . 

t j- Sebastopol i 

»ir. u •O sruin 

[o pj2\ Bui M0SQ3W (AFP) — The 
•- ValW es Ukrainian port of Sebastopol 
f.-.j. aio. liKt’*- u-Mfikdy to become part of 
."'7 ’7 . l fn ^ Bss * 3 t^Hte a controversial 
- 1S " hi'jivcJ throu?- JJ by.tbe city’s council, a 


over the running of the an- 
ions and arrested the 
secretary-general of the 
National Union of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Workers 
(NUPENG), Ahmad Jatingo, 
judicial sources said. 

The court will on that date 
hear a challenge by 
NUPENG that the dissolu- 
tion of its leadership was 
“illegal, ** the judge roled. 
Consideration of die case of 
the other union, PENGAS- 
and pro-democracy activists SAN, was held over for pro- 
want General Sani Abacha’s cedural reasons, 
junta to hand power. Oil industry sources said 

Gen. Abiola was arrested the action of workers made 
and put on trial for treason delivering petrol an almost 
after he declared himself .impossible task, 
head of state in June, the first Three of the nation's four 
anniversary of a presidential refineries, damaged or shut 
election staged and then as a result of the strike, will 
voided by the military last take a few weeks to pur back 
year. into operation despite foe oil 

In foe past week, foe reg- minister’s assurances that foe 
ime has dissolved the lead- situation would return to nor- 
ership of foe two powerful oil mal by next week, they 
and gas industry unions and added, 
threatened workers with foe Meanwhile Mr. Abiola 
sack if they fail to resume marked his 57th birthday 
their jobs immediately. Wednesday with a message 

It also called on willing calling for “national recon- 
retired employees in foe sec- dilation.” 
tor to come forward and take The Muslim millionaire 
over the work, in a bid to businessman, presumed to 
restore normalcy in supplies have won a presidential poll 
of petroleum products which held and then annulled by foe 
are both domestically vital ' military junta in June last 
and the country’s main ex- year, called for the establish- 
port earner.* tnent of democracy in his 

The junta has appointed message published by the 
civilian administrators to take press. 


ment of democracy in his 
message published by the 
press. 


“I regret foe harrowing ex- 
periences and deprivation we 
are all currently passing 
through before foe glorious 
dawn of a new Nigeria where 
true freedom, genuine demo- 
cracy, respect for the rule of 
law and oignity of man shall 
reign supreme across foe 
length and breadth of our 
fatherland,” he said. 

“I bold no malice against 
anyone," declared Mr. 
Abiola, according to the pro- 
government Daily Times, 
which reported that he said 
be had forgiven “all who 
might think that they have 
offended me while extending 
my hands of fellowship in the 
true spirit of national recon- 
ciliation. 

In the Vanguard newspap- 
er, Isiaka Adetuoji Adelelo, 
former civilian governor of 
Osun state to foe southwest, 
called the politician, who has 
broad support in Lagos and 
foe southwestern Yoruba re- 
gions, the “Moses of our 
time.” 

Several newspapers 
printed pages of birthday 
message and tributes to Mr. 
Abiola, whom the military 
has refused to release. 

His trial is due to resume in 
foe federal capital Abuja on 
Aug. 29. 

The government has 
arrested a top oil union lead- 
er and other pro-democracy 
activists. 


Sebastopol unlikely to join Russia — Yeltsin aide 


. ‘ 'V, wonn'c ky adviser to Russian Presi- 


«nt Boris Yeltsin said here 


\7 . Z\ “^3 .Russia’s Black Sea Fleet 
1“^/, VrfT,V : : u p«? Ins been based in Sebastopol 
■ '[ .n’dfrwfli* since foe days of foe former 
7-j njtff Swiet Union. 

- 'PeHe ne negotiations are 
‘ 7.-„rvnoiJ* underway between 

siomii ■ g Kiev and Moscow over who 

after me now owns it following 

;t t,ic . .ffijii "f V*“ aine ’ s declaration of in- 
- ^ dependence in 1991. 

> *‘j" ‘ ^ .'^ice-preadent of the pres- 

c ' i ' 1 ‘ „ . .ujds- Jfential policy-studies unit, 

* l!1> - Made Ornov, said Tuesday's 

wte by Sebastopol City 
„ Council “had no legal value,” 

1 Interfax agency reported. 

.Russia recognised frontiers 
-r- • •Bun foe Commonwealth of 


, Wefoiesday. 


i;,- ,:ndfrw^-; 






Independent States (CIS) 
could not be altered said Mr. 
Ornov, adding Moscow re- 
spected foe territorial integri- 
ty of all CIS member states. 

The presidential advisor 
said Russia “wanted to re- 
solve the question of access 
for the Black Sea Fleet in foe 
best fashion possible.” Mos- 
cow was determined to solve 
the problem by negotiation, 
he continued. 

Sebastopol City Council's 
vote followed what was de- 
scribed as a “covert referen- 
dum” taken on June 26, the 
same day as Ukraine’s pres- 
idential election, when 89 per 
cent of the city voted in 
favour of "maintaining 
Sebastopol's status as the 
main base for the Russian 
fleet in the Black Sea,” the 
council said. 


The Sebastopol decision 
received a frosty response in 
Kiev Tuesday. 

Piotr Lelik, an adviser to 
Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma, rejected the request 
which he said was an attempt 
to “torpedo” the current fleet 
ownership negotiations. 

Mr. Knchtna has “no in- 
tention of taking radical mea- 
sures which would lead to a 
suspension of foe negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Lelik said. 

Ukraine marks the third 
anniversary of its proclama- 
tion of independence 
Wednesday in a sombre 
mood, its new leader deter- 
mined to show that he means 
business about changing peo- 
ple’s miserable lives. 

But President Leonid 
Kuchma, elected last mouth, 
took a back seat as the 


celebrations got under way. 

He sat in silence during a 
ceremony Tuesday evening 
as foe country’s second poli- 
tical figure — Socialist Parlia- 
ment Chairman Olexander 
Moraz — made a blatantly 
political speech on foe coun- 
try’s future. 

Even U.S. President Bill 
Clinton took a more promin- 
ent place, appearing on the 
main television news with a 
message of congratulations, 
Mr. Kucha was shown only 
presenting state awards. 

Television also repeatedly 
showed footage of foe ecsta- 
tic scenes in foe Kiev parlia- 
ment after the 1991 proc- 
lamation of independence — 
in the aftermath of the failed 
hardline Kremlin coop 
against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 
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2 arrested in uranium theft from Russian site 
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:0? MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
v V a ^ KJ nbcs have arrested two 
: s£ 5 Pf°Pk caught stealing 9.5 
‘‘ 'j £ «bgrammes of uranium 
■ odiu the Arzamas- 16 secret 
t,<s s site in the Urals, offi- 

Wednesday- 

Ljih j_The two were detained 
fhiday by agents of tbe 

jp & ‘“knd counterintelligence 

^ > SSvice in a joint operation 
foe Interior Ministry and 
.^33 ^rarity officials at the site, 
Y-j# 33 Interior Kfinistry spokes- 
; ^ «an told AFP. 

* je .jr&e spokesman, Alexei 
' V g*Koko, said the uranium- 
235 ws confiscated and an 
g ® s *stigation into the theft 
“ • opened. 

«ri : . ITAR-TASS news agency 
1 • TOibed the suspects as 
jfl . ^employed criminals” but 
Svc no farther details on 
; ftcir identities, 
gag’ component of nuc- 

j H Sir weapons is uranium-235. 
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5AR-TA SS quoted Russian 
^•erts as saying that the 
^nhnn-238 seized after foe 
Crests was an isotope used 
°aly in the production of 
®oniic energy and had no 
sffitaiy use . 

^Tbe experts from the firm 
^senergoaiom also noted 
mat .uranium-238 is traded 
3>«foly by specialists orga- 
^sations and sells in Russia 
fcf between $100 and $200 
Per kilogramme in Russia. , 
•'The Arzamas- 16 site is a 
dosed nuclear research and 


development centre in the 
Urals believed by Western 
experts to produce nuclear 
products for both civilians 
and military use. 

Tbe ann ouncement of the 
arrests came a day after ex- 
perts at Russia’s leading nuc- 
lear research institute warned 
that, contrary to official 
statements, theft of nuclear 
materials was possible in 
Russia due to inadequate 
security systems. 

It also came after top Rus- 
sian and German intelligence 
chiefs agreed to step up coop- 
eration to prevent interna- 
tional smuggling of weapons- 
grade nuclear materials. 

German customs agents 
seized 350 grammes of 

wea pons-grade plutonium in 
Munich on Aug. 10 from 
passengers travelling aboard 
a regular Lufthansa flight 
from Moscow. 

It was the third of four 
seizures in Germany of nuc- 
lear substances since May 
and Western experts have 
strongly suggested that at 
least some of the materials 
seized in Germany originated 

in Russia. 

Russia had denied tins and 
accused foe West of orches- 
trating a propaganda cam- 
paign designed to gain con- 
trol over Russian nuclear 
production. 

At a news conference 
Tuesday, experts at foe Kur- 


chatovski Institute, Russia’s 
most prestigious atomic re- 
search centre near centra] 
Moscow, rejected official 
assertions that nuclear smug- 
gling from Russia was not 
possible. 

“As people who work in 
science we understand that 
‘absoluteness’ never occurs,” 
Nikolai Ponomaryev- 
Stepnoi, the institute’s vice- 
president, said. 

“We believed that the sys- 
tem of monitoring and reg- 
istering nuclear materials 
must be improved” in Russia, 
he added. 

Two other top experts 
from the institute present at 
foe news conference, Andrei 
Gagarinaki and Nikolai Bon- 
daiyev, also sighted “flaws" 
in Russia’s systems of 
accounting and controlling 
nuclear substances. 

In addition to physical 
shortcomings, foe issue of 
security at Russia’s civilian 
and military nuclear installa- 
tions is also fraught with poli- 
tical and economic infighting. 
A scientist at The institution 
told AFP Tuesday that ex- 
perts there were angered at 
not having been invited to 
attend the weekend talks be- 
tween foe top German and 
Russian intelligence officials 
who discussed nuclear smug- 
gling. 

“The best nuclear experts 


in Russia are here... that is a 
fact,” said the scientist who 
asked not to be named. 

Mr. Ponomavyev-Stepnoi 
also noted that foe institute 
was close to signing contracts 
with, a number of foreign 
firms specialising in nuclear 
safety, including a company 
based at tbe U.S. nudear 
research centre at Los Ala- 
mos. 

The institute has been at 
odds with foe Ministry of 
Atomic Energy on a number 
of nudear policy issues in 
recent years. 

It has notably been 
opposed by the ministry in 
calls for the closure of first- 
generation civilian reactors 
like those at the Chernobyl 
plant in Ukraine that are still 
in use m Russia. 

Meanwhile Germany and 
Russia have agreed to in- 
crease control at airports and 
on land routes in an attempt 
to curb trafficking in radioac- 
tive materials, German secret 
service - coordinator Bemd 
Schmidbauer said Wednes- 
day. 

The two nations agreed to 
the increased controls to 
“close foe door on foe theft 
and transport of this mate- 
rial,” Mr. Schmidbauer said 
on foe German information 
television station NTV. he 
did not specify where exactly 
foe new controls would be 
placed. 
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Former Rwandan government 
troops want to join new army 




KIGALI (R) — Troops from 
foe former Rwandan govern- 
ment army arc among hun- 
dreds of Hums returning 
from the U.N. -protected 
“safe zone” in the southwest 
and some even say they want 
to join foe country’s new 
Tutsi-dominated army. 

U.N. Ghanaian 
peacekeeper said some 500 

people, including one truck 
of soldiers, passed through 
their checkpoint on Tuesday 
on their way to government- 
controlled Rwanda. 

The Ghanaians took con- 
trol of the safe zone after the 
withdrawal of French forces 
on Aug. 22. 

The Ghanaians thoroughly 
searched the soldiers, most 
still in their ragged uniforms, 
before letting them travel on 
to foe next checkpoint man- 
ned by Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) troops. 

“This lot turned up in a 
truck and said they wanted to 
join up. We have been check- 
ing them for weapons and we 
will send them on their way,” 
a Ghanaian officer told re- 
porters. 

None of tbe soldiers feared 
detention or punishment at 
the hands of foe RPF, the 
officer added. The RPF says 
the former Hutu government 
orchestrated a campaign to 
wipe out minority Tutsis. 

“We have been looking 
after foe security of the re- 
fugees,” former Corporal 
Ferdinand Nkurikiyumakiza, 
a returnee, told Reuters. 

“Now it is time to join their 
(the RPF) army so we can 
continue to serve our coun- 
try. They have said we are 
welcome,” he added. 

Col. Nkurikiyumkiza 
served for four years in foe 
Paracommando Regiment 
but became disenchanted 
with his leaders after April’s 
massacres in which an esti- 
mated 500,000 people, main- 
ly Tutsis and Hutu govern- 
ment opponents, were killed. 

“The (former) government 
are liars. Everything we have 
been told is untrue. The RPF 
are not killers, they are sol- 
diers like us only they are 
better.” 

The Tutsi-dominated RPF 
has pledged not to seek re- 
venge for massacres of Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus blamed 
on foe former, defeated Hutu 
government. 

The RPF instead wants an 
international tribunal set up 
to try those suspected to have 
taken part in foe killings. 

A second U.N. checkpoint 
at Kitabi in foe centre of the 
safe zone reported negligible 
movement west towards 
Zaire and increasing numbers 
returning from Cyangugu to 
their homes. 

U.N. officials were opti- 
mistic that a third refugee 



Thousands of Rwandan refugees have settled after they have crossed the border into Zaire 
down In a school yard in downtown Bulcavu (AFP photo) 


tragedy — following Benako 
in Tanzania and Goma in 
Zaire — had been avoided in 
Bukavu where only 40.000 
have crossed. 

The U.N. military spokes- 
man, Major Jean-Guy 
Plante, told reporters: “Slow- 
ly but surely the signs are that 
what we.’ UNAMIR (the 
U.N. Assistance Mission In 
Rwanda), the NGOs (non- 
governmental aid organisa- 
tions) and the (U.N. aid 
agencies), have put in place is 
working. 

“There is still a long way 10 
go but, if the situation re- 
mains calm as now, then 
things are looking up.” 

The final death toll in the 
bloodbath to Rwanda could 
be more than one million, a 
U.N. official said Wednes- 
day. 

Charles Petrie, deputy 
coordinator of the U.N. 
Rwanda Emergency Office 
(UNREO) told Reuters: “I 
don’t think one million would 
be an exaggerated figure.” 


Rwanda's new Tutsi- 
dominated army had commit- 
ted retribution killings in 
parts of the country but 
ministers promise to clamp 
down, the U.N.’s special en- 
voy said Wednesday. 

Ambassador Shahyar 
Khan told a news conference 
in foe Kenyan capital Nairobi 
that the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) government had 
detained 60 of its troops sus- 
pected of having taken part in 
killings. 

“It is not a general pattern. 
It is not a terror campaign but 
there have been occasions of 
retributional killings.” Mr. 
Khan said. 

Mr. Khan's statement com- 
es four days after a group of 
relief agencies said it had 
uncovered evidence that RPF 
fighters had massacred Hutu 
refugees returning home. 

The group, which included 
the Dutch disaster relief 
agency Novib, two Zairean 
groups and a Rwandan col- 
lective, has drawn up a report 


based on interviews with four 
wounded Rwandans who say 
they survived mass execu- 
tions. 

The witnesses said they 
had observed the deaths of 
hundreds of men. women and 
children systematically hack- 
ed to death by RPF fighters 
operating in the Virung a 
Wildlife Park separting 
northwest Rwanda from 
Zaire. 

Mr. Khan's statement is 
certain to undermine efforts 
by the Kigali government to 
halt the continuing exodus of 
tens of thousands of Hutu 
refugees into Zaire where 
they have wound up in dis- 
mal, disease-ridden camps. 

Mr. Khan said U.N. offi- 
cials had compiled a report 
on the killings and submitted 
it to various agencies in- 
volved in investigating mas- 
sacres of which erupted in 
Rwanda after the April 6 
killing of military strongman 
Juvenal Habyarimana. 


Clinton considers easing rules on Cubans 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton is con- 
sidering changes to make it 
easier for Cubans to legally 
emigrate to the United 
States, White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers 
said Wednesday. 

I Ms. Myers said that under 
current U.S. policy, up to 

20.000 Cubans are allowed to 
emigrate to the United 
States, but that because of 
immigration procedures only 

5.000 actually reach LJ.S. 
shores. 

“We are reviewing it,” Ms. 
Myers said of possible 
changes. “That is an option.” 

“We’re looking at ways to 
streamline the existing im- 
migration process.” Ms. 
Myers told reporters, stres- 
sing that no final decisions 
have been reached. 

Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
have long complained that 
complex U.S. immigration 
practices encourage Cubans 
to try to reach the United 
States in boats, rather than 
wait to be approved by legal 
means. 

The review of U.S. policy 
was aimed at encouraging 
Cubans to wait, rather than 
continue to cry to reach the 
United States by sea. 

Coast Guard pitted up 
more than 300 Cubans 
Wednesday morning after 
hitting a new high of 3,252 
the day before, authorities 
said. 

Tuesday’s total was the 
highest in a single day since 
the 1980 Mariel boatlift. and 
the exodus from Cuba 
showed no sign of letting up 
despite the United States’ 
new closed-door policy to- 
ward tbe refugees. 

As of 8:30 a.m. (1230 
GMT), 318 Cubans had been 
plucked from foe Florida 
Straits, said Petty Officer Jeff 
Hall. 

All the Cubans rescued by 
the Coast Guard Wednesday 
were en route to the U.S. 
naval base at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, in line with foe 



A group of Cuban refugees with their inner 
tube rafts tied together wave to a U.S. Coast 
Guard helicopter on patrol over the Florida 
Straights. Despite the changes in U.S. refugee 


policy, thousands of Cubans continue to flee 
their country in anything that Coats (AFP 
photo) 


new U.S. policy of interning 
them there until other safe- 
havens can be found in the 
region, Mr. Hall said. 

The White House has pre- 
dicted the number of re- 
fugees will dwindle as word 
of the new polity, including 
indefinite detention, spreads 
in Cuba. 

But the closed door has 
shown no sign of stemming 
the flow. 

Some Cubans say foe jour- 
ney is worth the risk because 
they believe they only will 
stay at Guantanamo briefly 
before being allowed into the 
United States or sent to a 
third country. 

The administration scram- 
bled Tuesday to find other 
options to handle the out- 
pouring. asking a dozen 
countries in the region to 
provide refuge for the 
Cubans and foe some 14.000 
Haitians held in another re- 
fugee camp at foe naval base. 

No agreement has been 
announced. 

The influx threatened to 
swamp the 10.000 spaces for 
Cubans that Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry had said 


Guantanamo would hold. 

The first Cuban boat peo- 
ple were taken ashore at 
Guantanamo Monday and 
that number was expected to 
reach 6,000 within a day or 

TWO. 

Given the numbers of re- 
fugees that are being picked 
up, authorities are consider- 
ing providing move places at 
the base. Pentagon spokes- 
man Doug Kenned said. 

The New York Times re- 
ported Wednesday that an 
option under consideration 
was expanding capacity to 
accommodate more than 
16,000 Cubans. The expan- 
sion would be done by clear- 
ing beachfront to hold tents 
and sleeping bags. 

“Expanding facilities at 
Guantanamo won’t be desir- 
ably. pleasant or cheap.” one 
official was quoted as saying. 

The administration is plan- 
ning to have the 10.000 
accommodations for Cubans 
ready by Saturday. 

Mr. Clinton held a late- 
night White House meeting 
with advisers, including Mr. 
Perry, Attorney General 
Janet Reno and Deputy 


Secretary of State Strobe Tal- 
bott to review options. 

The New York Times said 
that in addition to an expan- 
sion of the Guantanamo faci- 
lities. officials at foe meeting 
considered the option of a 
reviewing an emergency con- 
tingency plan developed in 
the 1980s after foe Marie! 
boatlift. 

The classified plan includes 
distributing refugees in milit- 
ary bases and other federal 
facilities around the United 
States so that Florida is not 
unduly burdened, the daily 
said. 

“If you get 150.000 people 
coming out of Cuba you may 
have to look at ail "times of 
options," an official told the 
Times. 

In a related development, 
the White House said in a 
statement it will send a dc-‘ 
legation of senior officials 10 
south Florida Wednesday at 
the request of Florida Gov- 
ernor Lawton Chiles to con- 
sult with the community ab- 
out the Cuban influx. 

The Miami area has the 
largest concentration of 
Cuban exiles outside Cuba. 
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Back to ‘old’ school? 


IN TWO days time, tens of thousands of young 
Jordanians will be heading back to school. The 
minority of those will return to class rooms after 
an attractive summer vacation full of activities. 
The majority of the students, however, will have 
spent the past months unable to fill leisure time 
usefully due to the lack of facilities available for 
most middle and lower class people. For the 
latter group, as well as for their parents, the 
holiday might as well be a burden. The parents 
had to put up with children who had nothing to 
do; the children turned the streets into play- 
grounds. The- summer holiday was a boredom, a 
time wasted, young energies not given the chance 
to express themselves in a constructive way. 

The schools to which the children will return 
will also offer different environments. 

The lucky minority will go back to air- 
conditioned, well-equipped classrooms in private 
schools that will captivate the children who 
people them. Teachers there will, as required by 
their management, go out of their way to make 
the kids feel welcome. For most of those students, 
another year of enjoyable and rewarding learn- 
ing will begin. 

But such is not the case for the majority of 
Jordanians. The classrooms will be overcrowded, 
teaching aids not available and the hot August 
summer quenching all enthusiasm to start the 
new scholastic year in the right frame of mind. In 
these schools, the feeling of frustration will be 
shared by the teachers. These are the pillars of 
the educational process who feel forgotten by the 
system. They are underpaid, they are overwork- 
ed, and many of them are waiting for the chance 
to leave this job to a better place of work. Those 
teachers will not go out of their way to welcome 
the children back. 

That the educational system is dedining is 
dear, like the case indeed is in so many other 
countries, including in the developed world. The 
results of the Tawjihi exam with more than 50 
per cent failing speak volumes for the deteriora- 
tion that has crept into the educational system. 
But no action seems to be planned to remedy the 
situation. 

The political changes taking place in the 
Middle East have been presented as a major 
force that will transform the area. There is no 
denying that the challenge that Jordan will face 
in the new times of peace require as much, if not 
more, preparation than the state of war from 
which the region is trying to free itself. The new 
generation is the one that will eventually have to 
face the challenge, they have to be prepared. And 
the schools are the right place to start. A 
thorough and detailed plan to overhaul the 
educational system should start immediately. 
Reform at schools will eventually translate into 
reform in all sectors and aspects of the society 
and the economy. It will mean that Jordan will be 
able to face the challenge of peace and reap its 
opportunities. Otherwise, the country will end up 
with the same suffering and its cries will be in 
vain. 

The beginning of the school year should be the 
beginning of reforms at our schools. Or, at Die 
very least, we aD should be talking and debating 
the subject. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily Wednesday said that since Jordan’s 
foreign policy was a reflection of its domestic policy, there 
was a need that the development and modernisation 
process go hand-in-hand with developing Jordan’s relations 
at the international level, whether in economic, cultural, 
political or strategic fields. Within this context, we under- 
stand the objective of Prime Minister Abdul Sal am A1 
Majali’s visit to the United States to deliver several lectures 
on the Middle East peace process and Jordan's role in it. 
The paper said that the premier asserted the need to 
maintain Jordan's presence in Western intellectuals arenas. 
It is normal to say that Jordan’s image at' the international 
arena is a shining image which was painted by His Majesty 
King Hussein and which was enhannced by Jordan’s 
credibility. This is what makes Jordan depicted by the 
media as an advocate of peace to an extent that made most 
of the world leaders voice their confidence in and support 
for Kong Hussein in addition to their understanding of the 
Kingdom's vital role in the region, whether during the 
peace process or after it is finished- 


A COLUMNIST in AL Ra'i Wednesday stressed that the 
public have to give their views on the unity of the Jordanian 
and Palestinian peoples in order to contain Jordanias- 
Palestinian differences. Sultan Al Hattab said that the 
Jordanian-Paiestinian difference mighht be easy or difficult 
to solve, and might be of the type that exists between 
brothers or family members. He said these differences 
should first be recognised in order to be resolved. When 
the two sides meet, these differences seem non-existent and 
when they end their meeting the differences resurface, be 
said, stressing that the two sides should be frank when 
discussing problems. The columnist called for differentiat- 
ing between the relations between the two peoples and tire 


official relations that might get tense without the know- 
ledge of tile people and against their will. 


The View From Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoobeh 


The ‘popular’ areas and the 
need for social action 


THE COUNTRY’S so-called “popular” areas, in many ways 
akin to what is called toe “slum" or “ghetto" in other 
countries, are in need of both serious attention and serious 
social action, much more than they are presently receiving. 

In these areas, which comprise toe greater part of the 
capital and of toe major Jordanian towns and cities, 
conditions are extremely unacceptable. These areas are 
crowded, overpopulated, disorderly, noisy, filthy, dusty and 
ugly. Most disturbingly, toe quality of life for most people 
living in them, both at the physical and psychological level, is 
itself immensely poor. 

There is no space, and there is no peace of mind. The 
houses are built so dose to each other that a casual 
conversation, a heated debate, or a fight at your neighbour’s 
house sounds like it is coming from within your own living 
room. The large vehicles are roaming night and day 
poisoning the air and deafening ears. Peddlers and salesmen 
of all kinds, using disturbing “musical" instruments of all 
sorts, are at it from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. The kids are 
ransacking and abusing public roads: when they are not 
playing soccer in the streets, they are throwing stones at each 
other for fun — damaging the cars standing nearby, toe 


improving the quality of life itself. Upon ton print I wish to 
insist here. Those who live in the “popular” areas are people 
who, like everyone else on God’s green earth, appreciate 
and enjoy (even when they do not appear to) fresh air, 
cleanliness, tranquility, peace of mind and privacy. 

Towards this general end, some serious soaal, sociologic- 
al, or anthropological action ought to be taken, by both the 
governmental institutions concerned (such as the Ministry of 

Development) ami the various volunteer or charity groups. 


whose services are insufficiently offered or totally unfdt. A 
great deal is to be done here. The main thing, however, is the 


trees, the street lamps and even the telephone posts and the * 
bricks in toe sidewalk. Neither the kids themselves nor that; 


parents seem to have any sense of or respect for public 
property, public space (whatever is left of it), or privacy. A 
friend of mine, who tells me be is losing bus sanity, keeps 
saying: Yon cannot aptly understand the concept of toe 
inferno of bell unless you live in these areas. 

The ideal solution lies in drastic surgery, partial demolition 
or total removal of these areas. Luckily, some of this is 
already happening — in two ways. First, many of the 
younger men and women who are not happy living where 
they live, especially those who have been able to secure a 
good job or those anxious to start a family in a more liveable 
neighbourhood, are moving out. Secondly, the various 
housing projects which have recently been successfully 
implemented in many regions throughout the country, snch 
as the (me sponsored by the Directorate of Urban Develop- 
ment, have encouraged many tow-income families to change 
their place of habitat. These two steps, which have un- 
doubtedly improved the Jordanian urban landscape as well 
as toe demographic image, are welcome news. 

But not everyone is willing or can afford to relocate. Due 
to population increase, many of these areas are in fact 
flourishing and expanding. Newly-married couples who are 
unable to meet the expenses of life outside these areas 
continue to live in them, consuming newer space or crowding 
toe already-crowded homes of their parents or relatives. 
What do we do? 

In addition to finding appropriate space for kids to play in 
(such as school playgrounds after school or empty areas 
nearby), to planting more trees and gardens (and protecting 
them), to restricting the movement of large vehicles, to 
prevent the building of new houses or apa rtments except 
according to proper specifications, we need to focus on 


creation and promotion of community consciousness. This is j 
the cause of most inconveniences and problems in these 
highly underdeveloped areas. What is needed is for a soaal 
worker to visit people in their homes constantly and 
enthusiastically (not just symbolically or sporadically) and , 
attempt to, explain ways and eliminate some bad habits, 
practices, or modes of behaviour which harm the community 
at large. People need to team to watch their behaviour or 
acts more carefully and to be more sensitive to the needs of 
others. People can learn to be less loud in their conversation, 
to throw garbage in the trash containers not on the 
pavement, to care for the few trees in the few gardens and on 

sidewalk, and not to break street lamps, etc. There is so much 
work for the social worker or the caring citizen to do. 


The other day, I saw a little girl (not more than 7 or 8), 
barefooted, dragging a heavy plastic bucket (not a trash bag) 
foil of garbage, beading in the direction of the trash 
container some 100 metres away. Her hands were deep 
inside whatever garbage there was in the bucket; the backet 
was so heavy that she kept dragging it and resting; toe filth 
inside it dripped at every poll she made. When she finally , 
made it to the container, she dumped what was left next to it, 
for she was unable to lift it all toe way op. She wiped the 
sweat off her forehead with her dirty hands and left. Two 
kids were playing hide and seek doseby, one of them was 
barefooted, stepped in the garbage several times. A few cats ; 
then came and scattered the garbage all over the place. 

Much can be said about tins incident, which is only one out 
of many. One can talk about the noise the bucket made 
(which drew my attention in the first place), about the filth 
that dripped, about the parental abase of the poor child, 
about her health, etc. And about bow to solve problems of 
this nature. 


Neighbours in our part of the world find it difficult to 
accept comments or advice from fellow neighbours, assum- I 
ing the latter care to speak or are aware of communal'! 


problems. For this reason, we want more specialised, more 
formalised help in addressing community problems in the 
popular areas, help snch as that coming from social workers 


who need to make themselves a little more visible than they ' 
currently axe. 

In my opinion, social work at this stage in our society’s 
development is as crucial (perhaps even more) as our ability 
to negotiate a satisfactory peace settlement wrath Israel. 


When will Israel bury the bully club? 


By Yael" Dayan 

The writer is a Labour 
MK. The article is reprinted 
from the Jerusalem Post. 


’Wrong end!' 


IT BEGAN in subdued 
tones, a matter of style. 

“We know whom we’re 
dealing with (the PLO and 
its chief). Let them sweat a 
Xittie. That’s all there is." 

There was no mention of 
chemistry or physiology or 
the values separating the 
people, not just the leaders. 
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people, not just the leaders. 

“They” (those who, by 
implication, are not like us) 


implication, are not like us) 
are not capable of, and 
don’t even want to, live 
democratically, efficiently, 
collecting taxes and main- 
taining a judicial, economic 
or health system. 

We, of course, abide by 
High Court rolings, the De- 
claration of Independence, 
egalitarian and liberal leg- 
islation; we have no corrup- 
tion or cumbersome 
bureaucracy. We shall not 
pass a law limiting imports 
for reasons of kashrut; we 
have no agimot (abandoned 
wives or widows forbidden 
to re-wed), no persons dis- 
qualified for marriage. 

We have no white-collar 
criminals; and administra- 
tive procedures, or receiv- 
ing rights we are entitled to, 
are simple matters, effected 
politely and quickly. 

But “they" are parasites, 
starting out with a huge 
debt, and dependent on 
donations. 

We live by the toil of our 
hands and enjoy economic 
independence. 

The only good tiling ab- 
out the Gazans is that we 
are rid of them; there is 
almost a consensus on this. 

Those who were disilu- 
sioned when their malicious 
predictions — that there 
would be a massacre there 
and Sabra and Shatilla 
would be a picnic compared 
to Gaza and Khan Yunis — 
did not materialise, now 
console themselves, like 
frustrated prophets, with 
the news that “they are 
trilling their brothers, most- 
ly collaborators.” 

No one refers to the 
health and education situa- 
tion, toe filth, the sewage, 
the poverty and misery; nor 
is there self-blame or apolo- 
gy or a dear analysis of 
exactly wbat we did about 
open sewers in Gaza, or the 
dimensions of unemploy- 
ment and poverty in Rafah. 

It’s as if we weren't there 
for 27 years, responsible for 
toe good and the bad, for 
toe welfare and security of 
the residents. As if we 
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allowed them to develop 
and have relations with the 
rest of the world, and im- 
posed free, compulsory, 
education, a tax system, 
and national insurance; en- 
abled the purchase of 
medical equipment, and ev- 
erything else. As if they 
deserve their distress as col- 
lective punishment, and are 
genetically geared to be neg- 


not dear whether they are 
“entitled" to national insur- 


ance payments or computer 
listings in the population 
Registry. They are told to 
"prove they are entitled” to 
our charity, without any 


understanding that what 
they get will be by right. 
Our violations of toe 


Perhaps we should recall 
that their war of independ- 
ence was not fought in toe 
northern Norwegian forests 
or on Washington’s lawns. 
The intifada was unleashed 
out of despair, using nails 
and claws, stones; at a 
heavier cost than imagined; 
and it succeeded. 

“They” — “those who 
understand only force” — 
spoke to us (who are rich in - 
languages) in the language 
of force, and we understood 
— and how! By way of toe 
intifada we grit our teeth 
and recognised the PLO 
and Arafat, And with much 
disgust and queasiness we 
even got to that handshake 
in Washington. 

Yet the account is not 
balanced. And while today 
it is dear that we have quit 
Gaza, we are not relieved 
of the need to be occupiers 
and toe deep feeling that 
they are inferior and will 
remain so — of course, 
“through no fanlt of oura.” 

We have not freed 
ourselves from the thought 
that a Palestinian state will 
arise only as a reward from 
us for their good behaviour; 
that we are the giving side, 
they receiving. (“And what 
have they been giving?” 
people here ask. And the 
answer is that, with difficul- 
ty, they are shucking off 
their drains and handcuffs, 
temporarily and to a limited 
degree). 

They are ungrateful. It is 


agreement are no fewer 
than theirs; but we totally 
lack tire magnanimity of toe 
victor, the strong, the set- 
tled. 

There is no symmetry be- 
tween those shooting and 
those weeping, between 
those shot and the weepers. 
The work we provided for 
them served toe idleness of 
our economy and its cal- 
culations more titan it tod 
the Gazans. 

Intentionally or by force 
of inertia we were both 
military occopiers and 
oppressors of all initiatives. 
Gazans were forbidden for 
years to acquire facsimile 
machines, out of fear they 
would be vehicles for incite- 
ment. 

We behaved like col- 
onialists of toe worst kind, 
and even though we with- 
drew from Gaza, we have 
not shaken off these attri- 
butes. We hand out grades 
and force an entire people 
to face matriculation tests 
of a kind we never passed, 
and measure them by a 
standard not applied to 
ourselves. 

We are an examining 
board that subjects an en- 
tire people to an education- 
al pattern and obstacle 
course without even in- 
dicating what they will find 
at the end of toe tunnel if 
they pass this humiliating 
course. 

Security is, indeed, our 
affair; and to maintain it 
they need the means. It’s 
not our affair who is autho- 
rised to sign for that; when 


we supervise the transfer of 
funds and decide who signs 
to eliminate the sewage, it 
is worth remembering who 
left the seweis open all 
those years, and toe mos- 
quitoes that bred there. 

The arrogance, the feel- 
ing of superiority, the lack 
of values, the ignorance, 
are our problem. What can 
be done is to stop torment- 


ing them, pestering them. 
There’s no need to be 


There’s no need to be 
judgemental; they don’t go 
to our school, are not mov- 
ing one class ahead or 
down. 

Characteristically, Jeru- 
salem Mayor Olmert says 
that Nabfi Shaath, Yasser 
Abed Rabo and Arafat 
have no faith; are not reli- 
gious men; that for them 
prayer on the Temple 
Meant is a political act, not 
toe act of people who come 
quietly, modestly, to com- 
mune with their Creator. 
Thus speaks the censor of 
faith and religion. 


This is in complete con- 
trast to Sharon, Shamir, 
Rabin, Peres and Ohnert 
himself — all their visits to 
toe Western Wall or to a 
synagogue flow from the 
desire to commune with 
their God and from their 
banting faith, which man- 
ifests in their immaculate 
observance of kashrut and 
all 613 mitzvot. 


And m the West Bank, a 
moment before the handing 
over of power, during toe 
army’s search in the village 
of Dinba, our soldiers filled 
a washing machine with 
flour, and TV sets and 
othei instruments were 
smashed. A farewell gift, a 
step toward confidence- 
budding? 

Even though we are 
accustomed to this, the 
punitive rods must be put 
way. 


A disappointing 


message 


By Mohammad Daondieh 


The writer is a member of 
Parliament from Tarileh. Vie 
article is translated from Al 
Dustour daily - 


IT WAS with astonishment 
that I learnt of a message sent 
by a group of Jordanian per- 
sonalities to* Syrian President 
Hafez Assad. The 40 signa- 
tories have in fact sent the 

letter to the neighbouring 
Arab country’s political lead- 
ership with the intention of 
harming the Jordanian poli- 
tical leadership, a move that . 
is not acceptable to any one, 
hence my deep disappoint- 
ment. 

The message to the Syrian 
president was like any other 
letter sent to an Arab leader, 
but in essence it was implicit- 
ly directed to the Jordanian 
leadership. 

We have seen lately 
numerous political state- 
ments over talks on toe 
Jordanian-Israeli track, de- 
scribing these talks as some 
sort of capitulation, exactly 
as had happened earlier re- 
garding the Palestinian- 
Israeli talks. 

Political groups in Jordan, 
including the Muslim 
Brotherhood, have been ex- 
plicit in their opposition to 
the peace process. Their 
opposition was manifested in 
a symbolic sit-in in front of 
the Husseini Mosque on July 
25. Opposition was also evi- 
dent in the local press as well. 

Opposition is the right of 
political groups, something I 
strongly support because 
Jordanians have always cal- 
led for toe freedom of ex- 
pression, including the right 
to oppose dealings with the 
Jews. 

The 40 personalities who 
signed toe letter to President 
Assad could have issued a 
statement to the Jordanian 
and Arab masses expressing 
their views regarding the 
peace talks without trying to 
offend the Jordanian political 
leadership. 

What. is noticeable about 
the letter to toe Syrian leader 
was toe fact that it did not 
carry toe signature of any of 
toe well-known Jordanian 
political figures who have 
been leading the political 
opposition to the Jordanian- 
tsraeti talks. 


The letter had no signa- 
tures of people like Fans. 
Nabulsi, Issa Mdanat, Tays- 
ser Zibri, Salem Nahas, Laith 
Shubeflat, Mustafa Shneikat, 
Bassam Haddad in. Ibrahim 
Baker, Bahjat Abu Ghar- 
bieh, Mazen Al Saket, 
Manes Razzaz, Azmi Khawa- 
ja or Luay Dabbagh. 

It also did not have the 
signatures of the leaders of 
the Muslim Brotherhood or 
leaders of the Islamic Action 
Front like Ishaq Al Fait an, 
Hamzeh Mansour, Abdullah 
Akayleh, Abdul Rahim 
Ekour, Hammam Saeed. 
Abdul Aziz Jaber, Suleiman 
Al Saad, Ahmad Kasasbeh or 
Bader Riati. 

That means one of two 
possibilities: Either toe signa- 
tories had not sought toe 
backing of the leaders of the 
political groups in the King-, 
dom or those who wrote it 
and signed it had sought toe 
political groups signatures 
who in turn refused to sign it 
for the obvious reason that it 
could offend the Jordanian 
leadership. 


I, therefore, express my 
astonishment over this letter 
that was signed by personali- 
ties like Yaqoub Ziadin, Jaw- 
da* Muheisen, Milhem Tell, 
George Haddad, Saleh 
Kneian Al Fayez and Emily 
Naffaa. 3 

Let us be frank: We are in 
an era of glasnost which re- 


quires that we call things by 
their names. In addition we 
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are in a beautiful country 
where a citizen can express 
his/her views and direct hi si 
her support to anywhere 
beyond the borders without 
fear of any threat to his/her 
life. This is a blessing that I 
do not think any country 
(beyond the Jordanian bor- 
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dere) enjoys nor a citizen 
(beyond these borders) 
knows about. The phe- 
oomenon of “beyond the 
borders is a pure Jordanian 
pnenomenon. 

Let us be trank. We have a 

byna group in this country- 

mun^i tI Iraq grou P- Iran 
group, Libya group, Saudi 

group, PLO group, Fateh 

g°°P Habash g r o U p 
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Ah, Tiki!" 1 Nldal group, 
A|*as group. Abed 
Kaobo grouD. von 



this, as do the 
{Srtfes. ,StS and thC P° !itical 


True the PLO has suffered 
a lot because of the existence 
of factions that belong to 
different Arab states, despite 
toe PLO slogan: No interfer- 
ence in the affairs of Arab 
countries and no Arab in- 
terference in the organisa- 
tion's affairs. 

The letter to the Syrian 
president was signed by three 
groups: 

The first, members of the 
Jordanian Communist Party 
headed by dear Yaqoub 
Zayadeen and his colleagues 
Khaled Hamshawi. Emili 
Naffaa, Abdul Aziz Al Ati. 
Faraj Al Tumeizi. I have the 
right to wonder how could 
the Jordanian Communists 
sign a letter like this. They 
are the ones who most fre- 
quently raise the banner of 
the independence of political 
action in Jordan and they are 
the most affected by the 
PLO’s attempt to contain and 
marginalise the Jordanian 
political movement. 

The Jordanian Commun- 
ists are the most capable of 
expressing themselves and 
they might be the most daring 
as well. They have paid a 
heavy price for public free- 
doms and struggled for these 
freedoms. They also raised 
an early slogan and were the 
only ones to do so at the 
time. That slogan was: “The 
national democratic Jordan.” 
By raising that slogan they 
have put an intellectual and 
theoretical limit to the slogan 
„of “fighting the regime’’ and 
entered a stage of constitu- 
tional reforms' and a stage of 
activating and saving the con- 
stitution as well as supporting 
public freedoms. So is it con- 
stitutional for them to do 
what they did? 

The second group. The 
Jordanian Constitutional 
Front Party led by Milhem Al 
Tall and Dr.. Ahmad Al 
Awaisheh. The Constitution- 
al Party was one of the first 
Jordanian political groups 
that called for a constitution- 
al political life when it was 
accused then that it was sup- 
porting the regime and that it 
wants to repair it from within 
rather than to fight it from 
the outside. 

1 wrote about the party's 
early maturity in Al Dustour 
newspaper in 1989 and 
Milhem Al Tall himself had 
referred to my article . on 
more than one occasion. Is it 
also constitutional then that 
the front does this? 

The third group. The Arab 
Socialist Baath Party, which 
is close to Syria, or “the Syria 
group" as they are called on 
the political street. They are 
led by Mahmoud Al Maaitah. 
I do not believe that this 
group came up with anything 
new. It is allied to the Syrian 
regime at all circumstances. 

They supported Syria 
during toe aggression on Iraq 
in 1990 and are supporting it 
in its current political posi- 
tion. And l think they are 
supporting it in its current 
political position regarding 
the peace process that both 
them and us do not know 
anything about. 

“The message” has. shock- 
ed the Jordanian society be- 
cause some Jordanian politic: 
al figures who signed it were 
expected to behave only in a 
wise manner. 

I believe that some of those 
who signed it did that be-: 
cause they did not mean to 
support the Syrian regime, 
but to draw the attention of 
the Jordanian regime think- 
ing that toe rule “be different 
to get known” is the golden; 
role that achieves for these; 
people personal gains since 
what would follow is to call 
them and to appease them.' 

This is a tragedy in itself.! 
since political opportunism 
has become dominant factor- 
That is the reason that, 
prompted some who have; 
never taken a patriotic stand 
before to sign this "mcs-. 
sage." Not even that, but also 1 
some are known for their 
opposition to democracy and 
are known to be the “pro-; 
^ges of the regime.” YetJ 
should we cut our noses to* 
enrage our lips? 


: ■ 


■ ^ h 




i?'*' , 


i* j-v 
v.v 

* i 

S- 3 - 

... 

v. 

v 

jpfc •' 

. r. 
*■» ■ 

ar> * !' 
lb =* 

8ft.* " r 

S IX iT.-w-"! 

f.- " 

g'l' 4 

J-iV 

io a 'Sir . 

zrxxr.v, •; 


O' 1 








Aug. 25, 1994 



Published Every Thursday 



SEWK' 

PLO slooir."- 
e in 

ntnes and no i ...7 

^affairs" 
he letter re ;V 
'ident was 1 '■ ’ 
ips: 

he first. *nejRS- r .... t 
lanian Common _ 
ded h v ^ .;■ 
adeen *n,j h to 
!ed Ham»h«w, 
aa. Ahdul A?., a - 
j Al Tumci’r. 7 77 

to wonder h -.’7V 
Jordam jn C.^ n 7-' 

a letter tike thr, ’••■. 
the ones who nsn;- h 
tly raise the • 
ndependcni.e •■>! p,y,- j: 
n in Jordan jh-i ifc r , v 
most affected h,'". 
s atk-mrt cor, ur, 7 

inalise rhe ..- r _. r 7J 
cal n.to-erpo; 
e Jordanian 
re the most Cai aM; - 
■•''Smg tliemiviv c : 
night he the jiwa- 
ril. 1he> h.nc r.j,:” 

’ price ;.<r pahlii n- 
and st niggled roe ;o-- 
iros. Th r, .,iso n: ; -: 
rly slogan asw v.m •;• 
ones to u* > >« j: :. 
That slog? a v. j*. ■?.- 
ial democratic loti: 
ising that Jwia •_ * 
am an tnseilccrjic. 
tiea! bran ;o the ». r 
-hting the regime' - 
d a Mage •.'! :‘a~v 
reforms and afactf 
inp and s.iungitaK: 

>n as well .is .•'jppjl'.l 
freedoms. ** 

>nal for them to •' 
liev did? 
second group, r- 
iian Ci'n*ti!uno r : 
, artv led h\ 1 *i»lncrr 
nd ' Or. AhnsM ■- 
teki. File v*. »n-r::b‘j‘ 
y was o, ;n: • 
ian pohiiea- • hK - 
led for a ion>uuCi- 
ical life v. her, it -~ 
i then rh.*:. it 
the regime ana it.: ^ 

;> repair n from * l1 ^ 
than to light l! 17 
side. , i 

llc alvei the^^i 

aiunn .» Al •- 

per in 

Al Tail hiiss.<;":; 
to no .■«**/ 

■ | ll.V*!'’ 11 ' ; . 


in East Jerusalem, journalist 
fJma NabO writes for Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily newspaper and magazines in 
Jordan and in other Arab countries. 
Just after the signing of the Cairo 
Agreement between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel on May 4, she left Amman to 
make her first journey back to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in over 
twenty years. 


Returning home 


/ couldn’t sleep that night. 
I lay wide awake, gaging 
into die darkness, turning 
thoughts of the next day 
over in my mind. I was to 
travel to the homeland I 
bad not seen for more 
than 23 years. Would I 
sdO recognise it? The 
news that people had 
brought bade was varied. 
They said some cities had 
changed completely. New 
parts had been added, 
winle others had vanished. 

In the car that took os 
to fhe crossing point I was 
silent. I knew the road to 
die bridge across the Jor- 
dan River very weD. I had 
gone that way hundreds of 
times — to say goodbye or 
to welcome friends — but 
only as far as the bridge. 
Tins time , the road took 
another shape. My heart 
beat faster and my nerves 
tensed as we drew closer 
to the crossing point. 

After the formalities, I 
arrived on the “other 
side,” as we often call it in 
conversation, near 
Jericho, once a sleepy 
Palestinian winter resort 
and now the dateline for 
major news stories. With- 
in moments , my 
apprehension began to 
wsappear. J did recognise 
my homeland, images of 
people, places and events 
flashed before my mind’s 
eye. 

Soon /■ found myself 


of sights and sounds. 


caught up in the history 
being made in Jericho and 
Gaza. The joyous celebra- 
tions as the Gist Palesti- 
nian policemen arrived, 
the tumultuous welcome 
accorded to returning re- 
latives, the embraces and 
tears which greeted freed 
prisoners. Amidst the joy, 
I sensed the sadness which 
still dots Gaza’s waters 
and sand dunes and 
shared the hope that the 
/afore would be better 
than the past 

It was the return of de- 
ported Palestinians which 
touched me most deeply 
— homecomings which 
told a myriad of stones 
about lives marred by 
years of separation be- 
tween members of the 
same family. I savoured 
the experience of my own 
return through the emo- 
tional reunions which 
were taking place all 
around me. 

Thm long romd 
ahmmd 

Haj Mustapba lives in 
Kalandia refugee camp 
just north of Jerusalem. 
He has spent most of his 
life tilling the land. His 
ohve trees gave bumper 
crops during the second 
year of the intifada. “We 
did not rejoice because 
four of my children were 
in prison and one was ill,” 
satd Haj Mustapba, look- 
ing lovingly at his son 


Ahmad , back with the 
family after 25 years. 

Haj Mustapba insis ted 
on planting an olive tree 
and an orange tree next to 
the door of his house and 
vegetables of aB sorts cm 
what is left of Ids yard. A 
television set, a cupboard 
and scattered pillows fur- 
nish one of the two rooms 
that make up bis bouse. 

His is a typical Palesti- 
nian family. “We aren’t 
different from thousands 
of other Palestinian 
households whose lives 
have been tom apart by 
the long years of occupa- 
tion, separation and suf- 
fering,” be said. 

“Aren ’t we also entitled 
to dream?” he asked. “I 
bad always dreamt of sit- 
ting with my six children, 
talking together like any 
other family around the 
world. Not about prisons 
and deportations. Not ab- 
out curfews and the de- 
molition of bouses. Now, J 
believe that the dream 
has, at long last, come 
true, despite the fact that 
the road ahead is still very 
long . ” The peace process, 
he said, “ deserves to be 
given a chance. ” His sons 
nod in agreement. 


The same question — 
“Aren 7 we also entitled to 
dream ?” — was echoed by 
12-year-old Ay man, in 
crowded Jabalia refugee 
camp in Gaza, still hang- 
ing on the arm of bus 
brother Nidal, a member 
of the Palestinian police 
force. Ayman and many 
other members of bis 
family, saw Nidal for the 
first time when he re- 
turned with the police 
from Yemen. Nidal had 
gone missing in the 
Palestinian exodus from 
Lebanon. IBs family had 
thought be had been kil- 
led. 

One hears the same 
story over and over again 
in Gaza and in Jericho. 
Mothers reaching out to 
touch the faces of then- 
own children for the first 
time in de c ad es. Fathers 
lamenting the lost years 
spent without their loved 
ones. Differences over the 
peace process were set 
aside. Supporters and 
opponents rallied round to 
welcome long-lost /heads 
and relatives. 

Togm t hm r again 

Throughout Gaza and 
Jericho, families torn 


A glimpse 
of Jericho 


“These are my happiest moments,” said Mohammad 
Ajjori, an officer in Aqabat Jahr and Eiu Al Sultan 
refugee camps near Jerkbo. He was busy taking over 
from the Israeli civilian administration. ft We used to 
enter these quarters only to receive orders or to be 
interrogated. IPs now been turned into a Palestinian 
potkx station,* 9 he said. A colleague, Ahmad Rama- 
dan added, “We might face sortie difficulties, but with 
our strong morale, we will overcome them. What we 
seek might not be the present situation bat, at least 
now we can walk about freely, even if it’s only around 
a small spot afew kilometres in size.” It is a comment 
repeated by everyone yon meet in Jericho. 


apart by imprisonment or 
deportation , or separated 
by the dictates of work 
and study were sifting 
together again — some of 
them for the first time in 
over 20 years. These fami- 
ly reunions would have 
been impossible only a 
few weeks earlier. 

Like the family of Hus- 
sain Abu Lawi for inst- 
ance. In 1981, Mahmoud, 
Che eldest son, was de- 
ported to Jordan where he 
joined the PLO’s Badr 
Force. When we met him 
in Gaza he looked as hap- 
py as a small chi/d. His 
eyes sparkled as he said: 
“ It feels like time has been 
condensed to reunite us 
once again as one family 
living under the same 
roof. We eat together and 
remember all our child- 
hood adventures. ” 

His brother, Mansour, 
was a third-year student at 
Ein Shams University , 
Cairo, when the 1967 war 
erupted. Unable to return 
borne , he joined the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army, 
spending 22 years moving 
from one country to 
another. “I have experi- 
enced all the ramifications 
of the Palestinian di- 
aspora, ” said Mansour, 
now 48. “Today, we are 
together , trying to nurture 
the traditions of our lost 
love. Our wounds are still 
deep and they still are 
reflected in the way we 
talk and laugh. ” 

'Today," he continued. 
“I re-live my childhood. 1 
am once again ‘ Child 
Number Seven.* After so 
many years of recalling 
only blurred images of my 
older brothers’ presence 

— ‘do this, ’ ‘don’t do that’ 

— I stand alongside them 
for the Gist time in 22 
years.” But for some 
reunions it is late. “ Both 
my parents died before I 
could see them again,” 
said Mansour, with tears 
in bis eyes. 

In Jericho, Ala 9 gave 



TWo brothers — one 
and tha othmr a 


me a message for bis fami- 
ly in Beach refugee camp 
in Gaza. He said he had 
not seen them yet, bur bad 
talked to them over the 
phone. He could scarcely 
wait for his first chance to 
go to Gaza. His father and 
brother, also among the 
returnees, were already 
there. Some aunts and a 
grandmother bad visited 
him in Jericho. While be 
waited for the first full 
reunion with bis family in 
15 years Ala’ told me that 
“meeting the homeland” 
had been “most exquisite, 
most beautiful.” 

At faomm in Gaum 


from Gasa Palestinian policeman — 
returning embrace for the first time In 27 
years 




That evening, at Ala's 
family borne in the re- 
fugee camp in Gaza, I 


chatted with his family. / 
heard many stories of the 
long days of confronta- 
tion, steadfastness and 
suffering which had be- 
come part and parcel of 
everyday life for Palesti- 
nians in Gaza. 

There a/e many people 
Ala * will not be able to 
see. His first encounters 
with some of his relatives 
were to be painful — espe- 
cially with bis youngest 
brother and a cousin. 
Both were paralysed be- 
fore foe age of 12 by bul- 
lets fired by Israeli sol- 
diers in retaliation for 
stones they hurled at foe 
troops, then still foe occu- 
piers . The bullets remain 
embedded in their bodies. 
Doctors have been unable 
to remove them. 


But Ala ' and his family 
hope that peace between 
the Palestinians and foe 
Israelis might bring an end 
to their sorrows and those 
of many like them. Ala's 
return to his homeland 
might herald a new era, 
unknown to foe genera- 
tions that came before 
him, who lived as refugees 
in the Palestinian diaspora 
in more than one camp 
and in more than one 
country. 

My encounter with the 
homeland lasted just three 
days. I didn’t want to 
leave. Back in Jordan, I 
had another sleepless 
night. Will I return? How 
will it be then? 

— Palestine Refugees 
Today 


Viennese enjoy pizza, beer and wine in hospital 
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By Alexandra Zawadil 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Sigmund 
Freud would be turning in 
his grave if he could see 
what they’ve done to the 
hospital where he gave his 
first lectures. 

The founding father of 
psychoanalysis would 
barely recognise Vienna’s 
300-year-old Allgemeines 
Kr anke nhaus Hospital 
(ASH), now that the doc- 
tors /and patients have all 
moved out to a new 
medical centre nearby. 


Beer and pizza are 
served in the former 
emergency ambulance, 
what was once foe operat- 
ing ward now resounds to 
hard rock music and sand- 
wiches are available in 
what used to be diagnostic 
room of foe Urology De- 
partment. 

When the last hospital 
bed was moved to foe new 
building last year and foe 
old barrack-type pavilions 
were disinfected and 
cleared, the dty of Vienna 
invited cafe and wine bar 


owners to set up shop in 
some of foe large, leafy 
courtyards and cool for- 
mer wards. 

“ Its a bit macabre here 
but that’s what I like ab- 
out it,” said Sabine 
Haninger leaning against a 
weathered wall ripping a 
drink between what had 
been foe brain surgery and 
pathology departments. 

‘Tve even heard that 
there is going to be a bar 
in foe former morgue ” 
foe 24-year-old student 
added. “ But that may be 
just a rumour 


If visitors feel in need of 
food for thought they can 
visit foe pathological-ana- 
tomical rarity collection in 
foe hospital's former luna- 
tic asylum in a fortress- 
like tower nicknamed the 
“Fruitcake” (Kugelhupf) 
which dates back to 1784. 

The tower’s five floors 
bouse some 50,000 exam- 
ples of medical exotica, 
some macabre such as the 
preserved embalmed body 
of a child who died in 1780 
of an unknown disease. 

The skeleton of a five* 


year-old princess with an 
enlarged cranium due to 
water on the brain . is 
another bizarre exhibit 
underlining foe Latin mot- 
to over foe door to the 
tower which says: “This is 
foe place where death is 
pleased to help life.” 

Many of foe exhibits 
still serve younger genera- 
tions of medical students 
who can study foe effects 
of diseases which have 
long been eradicated. 

Founded in 1693 for foe 
invalids of foe Turkish 
wars and popularly known 


as foe “ House Of Suffer- 
ing” or the “ Plague 
House,” foe old AKH in 
its present form was built 
by the Emperor Joseph 
out of bis private funds in 
1784 as a hospital for the 
poor. 

It was here that foe re- 
nowned “ Vienna School" 
of medicine was founded 
and where Freud unveiled 
psychoanalysis in foe ball 
of foe psychiatric clinic. 

“1 can’t really say where 
Freud gave his lectures, ” 
said the waiter of the wine 


bar in foe former dinic, a 
second year medical stu- 
dent. “I’m too busy serv- 
ing spritzers ( wine and 
mineral water/ to bother 
about things like that.” 

Except for a few signs 
left on the buildings there 
is little in the compound, 
with its big courtyards and 
springs where patrons sip 
their drinks at brightly - 
decked tables, to remind 
foe visitor of the AKH’s 
recent past. 

Only a tree with ban- 
daged branches supported 
by “crutches” stands here 


in memory. 

41 Its so feudal-looking,” 
says Wolfgang Kinder- 
mann, a regular here. “ Its 
much nicer to smell Gow- 
ers instead of chlor- 
oform. ” 

The old AKH will 
shortly be adding another 
academic veneer to its col- 
ourful history. 

Next year, parts of 
Vienna University, chro- 
nically cramped for space, 
will start moving into 
some of the vacated 
rooms. 
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Men Who Hate Women & The Women Who 

Love Them 

By Dr. Susan Forward 

Published by Bantam Books Inc , U.S.A. 

i Women abuse does not always have to take a physical 
farm. According to Dr. Susan Forward , ‘emotions 
abuse can be just as, if not more than, destructive. 
The only difference lies in the weapons used tor 

destruction. „ _ 

h her book Men Who Hate Womenf: ne Women 
Who Love Them , first published m 1986. Dr. Forward 
dwells on foe far-reaching effects of engaging m 
long-term relationship with someone she labeB & a. 
‘Misogynist’’, a Greek word meaning a ^™an 
hauP. She accounts far the moral 
decline of her formerly successful 
clients by highlighting foe results of tolerating con 
famous public or private humiliation from their mo- 

mt Dr. l F^d relates the 

nomeo-haters to two major types of reccpused 
character disorders. The first involves narossism to 
which category totally self-obsessed m^wAo jjofrom 
one relationship to another, betong- 
“filer Pans and Don Juans", m their search of love 
aSS can crush many hearts and are called 

w&mM 

es^un wifi, 

age foeir career choice of friends or deiu- 

^rS^^ a^mpUstmen*. Without mail. 



ing it, they totally rain foeir partners' self-image and 
self-confidence leaving them in a state of depression 
and helplessness. Then they blame foe outcome on 
their partners’ own weaknesses and inadequacies. 

What normally entraps women, according to Dr. 
Forward, are foe mediatory periods of unmistakable 
charm and deep-felt affection that somehow manage to 
wipe out previous outbursts of ill-behaviour. *7 have 
come to call this Jekyll and Hyde-ing,” said Dr. 
Forward . This intermediate attitude of love and 
tenderness keeps women hooked in foe desperate 
hope that things will be different later on. 

The demeaning consequence of such an emotional 
roller-coaster manifests itself, according to Dr. For- 
ward, when these women internalise and accept foe 
responsibility of foeir partners' unpredictable tantrums 
and so become overwhelmed with self-blame. Since 
foeir partners can show wonderful and loving be- 
haviour at tones , then their sudden switch to verbal 
attacks and abusive conduct must . in these women’s 
minds, reflect on foeir own lapses from grace. And 
once a woman accepts an attack on her self-worth or 
bows down to verbal abuse, she opens a door for an 
endless number of future assaults. Dr. Forward added. 

Also in this attitude, a new bond is discovered in the 
relationship : Both partners blame foe . woman for 
anything that goes wrong , even when foe man’s rageful 
explosions arise from totally inrigniGcant events. 

Then while looking for foe “ magic key ” to her 
partners' happiness, a woman only permits herself to 
become totally dominated by this unattainable hope to 
continuously please her partner. Unfortunately a 
misogynist’s signals are always changing and what 
pleases him one day may not please him the next. This 
naturally heightens foe woman’s confusion and be- 


wilderment, especially since she is, in most cases, 
expected to be a “power of strength because to a 
misogynist , any expression of vulnerability is viewed 
with absolute contempt. His anticipation of ideality 
from his partner is a double-edged sword, said Dr. 
Forward, because it is Gartering, but at the same time 
if overlooks foe fact that being only human, she is 
doomed to fail . This failure instigates unrelenting 
criticism which wears the woman down psychologi- 
cally. 

In addition , under foe guise of love and devotion, 
some misogynists' possessiveness and insatiable de- 
mands will eventually narrow foe women’s world so 
that it becomes seriously limited to suit their partners' 
needs. This can result from encouraged expression of 
true love or in response to pressures via indirect 
disapproval of general practices. So with foe ultimate 
addictive de/xndency on her partner. Dr. Forward 
said, foe woman experiences total annihilation of her 
individuality and sense of self-value. 

However, foe underlying factor responsible for foe 
continuation of “ misogynistic ” relationships. Dr. For- 
ward believes . is foe family, which appears to young 
children as the only source of information about the 
world. When a parent , for instance, makes a judge- 
ment about a child's basic worth , this opinion becomes 
fact in foe child’s mind. 

Also, a troubled household leaves children confused 
and reGects upon foeir future relationships. A climate 
of enormous tension in parents’ home, combined with 
kindness and affection, gives children the message that 
“ drama is an essential component of love.” 

In foe family backgrounds of misogynists, according 
to Dr. Forward, there is no equal balance of power 
between foe father and foe mother. This escalates the 


child’s emotional instability and insecurity leading to 
his overbearing future conduct with his partner. 

A tyrannical father role model gives rhe child the 
message that powerful men’s mistreatment of helpless 
women is socially acceptable. And a controlling 
mother prevents her child from developing mastery’ 
over his own life or realising his competences so much 
so that he starts Hewing other women as frightening 
malcwlent creatures. So to guarantee his masculinity 
remaining intact, according to Dr. Forward, his 
relationships with women become more like persistent 
power struggles. 

As for the woman , emotional foundations are 
created by ways in which her parents treated her and 
each other, the messages they communicated through 
foeir behaviour, as well as the wav she handled the 
information internally, said Dr. Forward. When a 
mother models submission, the girl develops the 
tendency to give in when dealing with aggression from 
men in her future relationships. Furthermore, with 
cultures general support for women's dependency, 
girls are always getting lessons in helplessness. The 
cultural restriction on girls’ anger also results in 
blocking a strong emotion from normal expression and 
so these angry feelings find an oufier in their own 
selves resulting in self-hatred. 

Finally. Dr. Forward defined a healthy relationship 
as one based on mutual respect and a relatively equal 
balance of power. Of course, arguments, differences of 
opinions, even anger may exist, but “ loving partners 
find effective ways of dealing with their differences: 
they do not Hew each encounter as a battle to be won 
or lost,” Dr. Forward concluded. 

Mima Corfbawi 
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The bottom line 
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By Jean-Claude Ettas 

If, for a while, we put aside the megabytes . the 
megahertz and aU the hype that surrounds computers, 
what do we have left? A tool that for some is still a 
mystery but for others has become a device as familiar 
as a telephone set. A tool that is sometimes loved for 
itself but often serves as a means to accomplbh certain 
tasks. 

We use computers to perform tasks that , for us, are 
unthinkable manually, like handling huge amounts of 
data (the telephone book of New York City for 
instance). Or for complex mathematical calculations 
that would be not only too difficult but also very long 
to perform manually. 

However, beyond the complex , the huge or the 
sophisticated , is the daily , simple work that we have 
learned to process using computers: word processing, 
book keeping, drawing, music making, tiling, etc. In 
ail these tasks that could otherwise be done manually , 
the machine helps us to do them better and faster. In 
other word, with greater efficiency. 

The new peace situation in the area has brought 
fresh, positive prospects. Jn this scope the press has 
extensively reported the concern of people from all 
c/asses of society and various professional backgrounds 
to be up to the new challenge. We all realise that we 
have to improve the way we work. Whatever we are 
doing, we must do it with a higher efficiency. 

Making a better use of computers to improve all 
kinds of work, at all levels and in all fields of activity is 


chip talk 



something we must start doing now. This is the age of 
information. We know it. But knowing it is not 
enough. Practical steps must be taken for a good 
management , a dynamic utilisation of information. 

Computers , the main tools of processing informa- 
tion , are not only useful to make us reach our goal, I 
dare say that they are absolutely vital. 

It is high time thar the way we think about our 
personal computers (PC) evolves. Our worry should 
not be to concentrate on the machine's size or power. 
Any PC is worth having and using. Many organisations 
are doing a tine job with 8 years old , 80286-based 
equipment. 

What we must improve are our skills at using the 
PCs. Attending specialised training courses is impor- 
tant and can make us move ahead on the road to 
efficiency. Computer awareness at school level should 
be enhanced. Though officially implemented, school 
computer programmes do not seem to fulfill the 
demand for the time being. A lot remains to be done in 
this domain. 


Learning to learn effectively 



By StmHa G. Bagaeen 

Learning to learn is not a new idea, Emile Rousseau 
in 1762 aimed to develop attitudes and methods of 
learning prior to acquisition of knowledge. Since 
1956 , this topic has become a field of research , 
information processing and cybernetics were the 
stimulii. but few of the ideas were tittered into the 
traditional schools curricula. 

Sound learning strategies and effective learning is a 
must, it is not a matter of intelligence , age or years of 
experience, it is the knowledge of how to set , plan 
ahead, monitor one's performance , check and self- 
test the needs of a specific situation. To have a taste 
for sciences and the methods for learning them is 
more mature than the poor strategies like skipping 
difficult parts and not identifying key points, memor- 
ising details instead of looking for principles. Re- 
sponding flexibly to the burst of knowledge needs 
style . a strong strategy and an approach to harness 
the potential of learners. 

As far as training in study procedures is concerned . 
it should be based on understanding the individual 
needs, since the latter part of the 19th century 
scientific methods of teaching became necessary to 
the training of teachers who were to operate in a- new 
setting of teacher-pupil and subject-matter relations, 
according to the American educationist Francis W. 
Parker. What mattered in a school was the child's 
own development. The school should be fitted to the 
needs of the child, and not the child to the school. 
Educational psychology became a necessity. A major 
shift was from the imposition of knowledge on the 
mind of the learner to an emphasis on the /earner's 
activity of perception and comprehension of know- 
ledge . Quality teaching was stressed by which it 
meant such things as activity , creative self- 
expression. excursions, understanding the individual , 
and the development of personality. During the first 
decade of the 20th century, educationists Maria 
Montessori of Rome and Ovide Decroly of Brussels 
both stressed the child-centred education and that 
teachers must invent their own methods and special 
apparatus to meet the needs of slow learners. New 
methods replaced the authoritarian approach of the 
traditional educator. The father of progressive 
education, John Dewey, whose writings and lectures 
influenced educators throughout the world , laid the 
foundations of a new philosophy that affected the 
structure of education, particularly at the elementary 
level. The child should be enabled to understand and 
to be understood. 

What are the individual needs? What common 
themes should be identified? Learners should get 
much attention. Teachers must find out the rate at 


which the learners gain more self-awareness. In fact , 
the foundation of self-awareness is laid in the early or 
middle years of adolescence when there is a marked 
development in mental functioning and a change 
from concrete operations to formal reasoning , 
mastering elementary skills and moving into more 
complex activities. 

There are some common themes to be identified 
like study time , home work, discipline, note-taking, 
presentation of material, revision methods for ex- 
amination, discussion groups , some techniques of 
self-directed learning, collaborate learning, resource 
based learning, learning from teachers and alterna- 
tive ways of learning from radio, television , other 
medias and everyday experience. 

Effective learning is achieved by means of certain 
strategies: 

ft To develop an autonomy, to acquire an attitude 
or approach to cultivate habitual dispositions . 

ft To learn rules and master general principles, 
always try to transfer to related situations, never be 
tied to one subject. Any skill should be generalised to 
new problems or novel situations. 

ft To promote cultural growth and modes of 
learning . refinement , taste, intelligence, cultivation 
of the mind , action , evolution of thinking, a wide 
scope and depth of knowledge, structural and func- 
tional traits , attitudes, concepts, techniques, tools 
etc. 

ft To expand knowledge by self inquiry in order to 
determine whether comprehension is occuring. We 
need to organise, digest material, monitor ongoing 
activities , ro review, estimate, assume , presume and 
summarise. 

ft The curriculum should be designed to comprise 
basic forms of knowledge . the learner should be able 
to seek information when he needs it and become 
independent. 

Innovation , modernisation , adaptability and many 
other dimensions of culture are motives to generalise 
different strategies of learning beyond classrooms. 
With the pace of technological change the years of 
compulsory education is unable to offer much. 
Extensive knowledge is needed. More methods and 
attitudes are to be undertaken espedally \during the 
coming scholastic years. Much emphasis Sriidnldhe _ 
put upon technical and scientific skills to xrricejhe 
modem sector of the economy. 

The acceleration o f development needs plans that 
coordinate the different levels of education.^The 
World Bank has attached priority in its development 1 
plans to the provision of technical specialists who can \ 
lead the country into self-sufficiency in technical, 1 
scientific and other specialist skill? as the educational^ 
system is an integral part in the development process. " 


Someplace called home 


By Em Yaghi 

You know Mr. American Ambassador sir, / was up at 
your place the other day . Say , it's swell ail right . I was 
very overwhelmed by those twin sandstone buildings 
looming on the crest of a parched bill like an artiffoal 
oasis way out in the middle of nowhere in a place 
where flowers should grow and artificial palm trees 
sway in the breeze and the sun when it shines, bakes 
everything around to a brittle crust. Please don't be 
offended though by my article, for my intention is not 
to belittle but to express my feelings as an American 
citizen. You see , I've always had this philosophy that 
the American embassy in whatever country it might 
be, is like a little piece of the U.S. Therefore, to any 
American citizen, going there should be just like going 
home. Well , I’m sorry to say that the homecoming 
reception isn't always all that it should be. 

Some of the native staff who work at the embassy 
are really super and go out of their way to be extra 
special nice and polite. As for the Americans who I 
nave come in contact with, they are also cordial, kind 
and helpful, but the only problem is, that we American 
citizens hardly ever see them anymore, and instead are 
dealt with by the local people. Now, mind. I'm not 
prejudiced against any person regardless of what 
his/her country of origin is, but I do sometimes get that 
nagging sensation that some people who work in the 
embassy take their work too much to heart and get 
rather stuffy and rude about their positions as if they 
belonged to some kind of elite social dub. I think they 
might need some lessons in tact! 

The other day , I met a beautiful native giri who 
works at your place. She really did offer me a gracious 
smile and if I hadn't been already burned by her abrupt 
behaviour on an earlier occasion, I might not have 
detected that icy gleam in her eye that conflicted with 
the otherwise cheerful expression on her face. 

Well, OK, forget about the derk or secretary or 
whatever she's supposed to be. Let's go on to the 
library. Now, I realise that Tm being wretched 
complaining about the library, especially since some 
people have taken great pains to make it as it is. 
Therefore, forgive me if I just state that it really 
puzzles me that the librarian is kind of stuffy and 
doesn't seem to speak much English, or if she does, 
then she must be keeping such knowledge a secret and 
is camouflaging her fluent command of the language. 
Her helper seems to be in even a worse state and 
although friendly, polite, and so forth , perhaps speaks 
Greek better than English. Also, the library seems so 
meager as far as the supply of books goes with the 
exception of American literature of which there is an 
abundance. Yet, on other subjects , / musr say that the 
variety of books is disappointing and that there is much 
to be desired. (For example , I could find no informa- 


tion about the subject of geography or human geogra- 
phy) And of course, there are no children s books 
whatsoever and ail I can ask is. why? Are you trying to 
tell me that the only superpower in the world doesn’t 
have enough money to spend on an adequate library? 

Come on now ! , , • 

As for transportation, Mr. Ambassador , yon have 
ever tried to get a ride, (not counting your personal 
escort of course) or walk down that long hwandup the 
other one once leaving your home? 1 11 tell you,' in the 
summer heat . that up and down hill walking seems hke 
the longest road in the world with not a taxi in fight. 
And not a stand anywhere to sell even a cold drink so 
that whoever has to walk the journey of no return will 
thirst to death by the time he/she reaches home if 
he/sbe ever does. Well I know that the embassy is hke 
a place of business, for I see all those poor people 
flocking to your doors in order to be able to obtain a 
visa just to visit the golden American shores and I 
figure that every person who applies for a visa has to 
pay a certain fee and that many applications are 
rejected. Thus, / assume that applications and re- 
applications add up to a handsome sum of money. 
Couldn’t some of this money be used in such a way as 
to make the embassy, your and my home away from 
home , a more accommodating place for the guests that 
it receives? 

And couldn't some of your staff, not the polite and 
friendly and courteous ones, but those stuffy and cold 
zombies just smile a bit more? Remember that good 
old commercial attitude in America that “ the customer 
is always right?” Consider all who come to your gates 
as customers who seek refuge, help , advice , solace and 
nostalgia within your confines. It is the duty of the 
American embassy, not just in times of emergencies 
which I hear you are superb at, but also in times of 
calm, to serve the American citizens regardless of 
whatever walk of life they come from, whatever colour 
of skin they might possess and whatever creed they 
might follow. It should be a motto of your embassy, 
(that island of America where we Americans should 
feel at home), that no one wears his intelligence or 
dignity on his clothes or his looks , but in his mind and 
heart. 

Remember that each employee of your embassy is 
an unofficial ambassador of American foreign policy 
and an example of U.S. diplomacy. Please understand 
that I do not suggest firing any member of your staff, 
for this would be very cruel, but for those who are 
weak in English, they could always take lessons to 
improve their communicative abilities. As for those 
who are big headed . they could always deflate them- 
selves a bit. And your place, instead of being in the 
middle of nowhere could be in the middle of some- 
where, easily accessible by car and bus. 


Quality management and the 
role of the consultant 


Prepared by Raieka Jerjees (Management Con- 
sultant) l 

TEAM International (Jordan) | 

Quality is a journey which has milestones, rather 
than a destination. It must be a continuing concern of 
a company's management, not something that is 
done once, then forgotten. 

Managing a quality company is more than just 
implementing a quality system consisting of a set of 
techniques that meet, for example. ISO 9000 stan- 
dards. It is the creation of a quality culture which 
permeates the entire organisation. The characteris- 
tics of such a culture include: dedication to customer 
satisfaction; emphasis on continuous improvement; 
treating suppliers as business partners; communica- 
tion and team work; empowering employees and 
commitment by top management. 

The success of a quality programme depends on 
the commitment of top management. Quality cannot 
simply be delegated: Not to a quality champion, and 
certainly not to an external quality consultant. 
Management itself must take control and ownership 
of the quality issue. 

The primary steps in initiating a quality program- 
me are: 

Creating quality awareness and team spirit within 
the organisation; agreeing detailed project plan; 
identifying key responsibilities and adequately train- 
ing, key people. 

A quality consultant can play a major role in 
helping a company to develop and implement a 
quality programme , as such a consultant will be 


deeply involved in the company's development. 
Choosing a suitable quality consultant should there- 
fore be approached in the same way as the recruit- 
ment of a senior staff member. 

In managing a qualify improvement programme . 
the advice of an experienced quality consultant can 
help to: 

Structure the project effectivley ; reduce implementa- 
tion time scale and provide much needed direction to 
staff. 

The consultant's role is mainly an advisory one , 
although a more " hands-on ” approach may be 
required in the early stages, to get the programme 
started. During the assignment, the consultant 
should: 

— Conduct. a preliminary study to establish where 
the client company stands vis — a — vis quality (quality 
assessment); 

— Prepare a training programme to ensure that all 
key personnel receive adequate training for their 
duties in relation to the quality plan: 

— Supervise the production of the quality manual ;- 

— Proride guidance in selecting a suitable quality 
certification scheme, and assist in the preparation 
for certification audit. 

Monitor and regularly review progress against the 
plan; 

— Organise and report on the proceedings of formal 
quahty audits; 

Produce and circulate project status and progress 
reports and 

Ze^n and agree a time sca * e for implementing 
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By Mohammad! A. Shuqnir 

HOWLERS 

ft Tmosem: An uncommon noun because it is singular 
on top and plural at the bottom. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

ft Dress: Woman’s constant endeavour to improve on 
her skin. 

-ft "ft ft ft ft 

ft Hat: An article worn by men to conceal the shape 
of their heads. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

ft Pyjamas: Garments that newly-weds place beside 
the bed in case of fire. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

ft Lapel: The only tangible thing to be grasped in an 
argument. 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


— This is a large house. 

— This is a small fiat. 


naifirafl faftfr. 


— This is a useful book. Hadhakfimbmufeed. 

— These are heavy bags. HadhBti haqaTb ttnqctto, 

— These are light dothes. Hadhtomabbesskhafifa. 

— These are dear friends. Ha’olaa asdi’kaa a’toam. 

— That man is poor. DbaUkat^ntfol fakir. 

— That woman is rich. TiBLaI-Bmr*agbaaiyu. 

— Those men are Arabs. Oia'fkaririjalArab. 

— Those women are English. Tfikan'nisaa ingkeriyaL 

— Is this lesson hard? No, if s so easy. 

Hal hadhad f darss sa*b? La howa sahl fiddan. 

— Are these dictionaries cheap? No, they’re expen- 
sive.. 

Hal hsulhiha qawamet s cakMsa? La, ianaha gbaaBa, 

— What's this? This is a horse. 

Ma badha? Hadba Mssan. 

— What’s that? That’s a cow. Mat3ka?T3kabaqara. 

— What are these? These are w3d animals. 

Ma hadhihi? Hadhihi bayawanat muftarissu. 

— What are those? Those are mad dogs. 

Ma Eta? 13b kfiab mas’oon, 

— Is this watch water-proof? 

Hal hadbihis’sa’a tfiddaf-maa? 

— Is that red car yours? 

TTal badbihis’sayyaral-bamra mOhok ? 

TIME FOR FUN 

ft FIRST: My grandfather was a wealthy man. When 
he died he left $3,000,000. 


SECOND: .... so was my grandfather and even 
wealthier than yours. When he died, he left the 
whole world. 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Are pipkins small apples? \ 

2. Is a pinnace a boat? 

3. Do misogynists bate women? 

4. Is stramonium a rare metal? 

5. Is “bbls.” the usual abbreviation for “barrels"? 

6. Does the eating of certain fruits cause beri, ben? 

7. Is a bibcock a game bird? 

8. Are reptiles cold-blooded? 

ft ft ft ft ft 

YOUR CHARACTER IN FOCUS 
Bow on 5th June 

— * Very skdJful and has intuition. 

— Proficient in games. 

— Likes oratory and eloquence in expressing himself. 

— Has the capacity to pursue his objectives and 
knows very well how to plan for success. 


Sociable and has many acquaintances. 

— Fond of variety and change and trips 

~ 66 “ e situation be bas ae t*™* to 

— Though nervous, be is shrewd, amiable end adapt- 

— Likes family Ufa and children. 

— Bis pleasures are mainly mental. 

PUZZLES 

(2) PY ft ft ft XD 

(3) P ft ft & AGE 

(4) BIL ft ft ft AIRE 

(5) C ft ft ft ft ££ 

(B) Where does 13 fit into the following pattern? 
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Linda Cray surrounded by young girls on Models, Inc. 




By Lynn Efber 
The Associated Press 
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irrto a series awash with 
beauties in their tense and 
early 20s. 

“My girlfriend said, 
‘how do you have the guts 
to go in front of the 
camera with these girls?’ I 
looked at her and thnnght , 
‘what kind of a statement 
is that?*” 

“I said, ‘you’ve got to 
be kidding I respect 
them, I admire their 
bodies and faces, but I'm 
holding my own. I’m 
doing OK.” 

Aaron Spelling , execu- 
tive producer of Models 
Inc., a spinoff of his Mel- 
rose Place, agrees, Gray’s 
sexy beauty is part of the 
reason be cast her, be 
says. 

“We wanted to End a 
woman who could fall in 
love, have romance. The 
cliche that women over 40 
don’t make love or fall in 
love is a bunch of trash,” 
Spelling says. 

Gray “is perfect for the 
role and she will have 
romantic interests. ” 

In an early episode , 
Spelling made good on 
that promises: Spades and 
a kiss passed between 
Gray and a police detec- 


tive investigating the 
death of one of her 
models. 

In real life , the angle 
actress is focusing on fami- 
ly, not romance. One of 
the reasons she was glad 
to get back into a series — 
after 11 years on another 
nighttime soap, Dallas — 
was to stay dose to home . 

Her parents, two grown 
children and a grandchild 
live in southern Califor- 
nia, and Gray has a house 
in the Los Angeles area. 
But a series of made-fbr- 
TV movies kept her on the 
road for much of last year. 

“The movies allowed 
me to create a role , a 
character, and be done 
with it in a month,” she 
says. “But the downside 
was those movies did not 
film in Los Angeles. The 
bad news was that I was in 
hotels for seven months in 
various dries.’* 

She developed a wish 
Hst. “ I wanted to work , 
work close by, and I 
wanted to wake up in my 
own bed every morning. 
And I got everything I 
wanted. 

“I have my family near 
me, and that’s the most 


important grounding and 
centring area of my hfe. ” 

Gray first read about 
the pan of Hillary in a 
tabloid magazine while 
with her grandchild in a 
doctor’s waiting room. A 
brief item mentioned the 
name of several actresses. 
Gray’s peers, being consi- 
dered for the role. 

“I called my agent and 
be said, hey, we’re all 
over it, ”’ Gray recounts, 
her scepticism showing. A 
few days later, after a 
brief meeting with Spell- 
ing and other Models pro- 
ducers, she had the role. 

Hillary was introduced 
on Mehose Place as the 
estranged mother of that 
series’ scheming vamp. 
Amanda, played by 
Heather Locklear. As in- 
itially conceived, Hillary 
bad a toucher edge, says 
Gray, a model herself be- 
fore turning to acting. 

“Aaron and everybody 
else wanted her to be the 
bitch, in capital letters,” 
she says. “But then they 
realised at this stage in a 
women’s life you don’t 
have to do that. You’re 
hopefully more rounded... 
arm life itself kind of mel- 


lows you. 

“I said I want her to 
have a conscience, a 
heart, vulnerability . I 
want her to be feisty, fun- 
ny, outrageous at times, 
and nasty when she has to 
be nasty.” 

As Sue Ellen Ewing, 
and oilman’s trophy wife 
on Dallas, Gray’s look 
was ibat of a pampered 
creature of the excessive 
’80s. She’s adopted a far 
different style for Models. 

“ The jewellery is’ 
minimal. I wear a watch 
and small earrings. And 
the suits are very nice , but 
they’re very businesslike , " 
she says. “ I’m wearing 
Richard Tyler, Donna 
Karan , Calvin Klein. And 
my hair is simple. A 
businesswoman doeso ’t 
have time to fuss.” 

Gray wasn 'f constrained 
by expectations about how 
older women should or 
shouldn’t look. 

“I didn’t go dowdy. I 
didn’t go matronly she 
says. “ It’s sort of hip, 
cool; a businesswoman for 
the ’90s. 

That’s how the tena- 
cious Gray sees herself: 
An actress for the VOs — 



Linda Gray in Dallas 

and beyond. 

“I could have done Dal- 
las and said that's it. " she 
says. “/ think a lot of 


people get caught in that 
and disposed of. Ir’s like 
you’ve had your IS mi- 
nutes of fame. 


"/ think * how dare any- 
one say you're finished. ' 
,My two great buzzwords 
are: * Watch me.’” 
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Healing Vietnam- American wounds 


By Denis D. Gray 
The Associated Press 

BANGKOK — A Holly- 
wood actress who once 
starred in martial arts 
movies has made an 
acclaimed Elm that seeks 
to close the wounds Viet- 
namese and Americans 
stiD carry from the Viet- 
nam War. 

Rather than feature bat- 
tlefield action and pohti- 
cal r machinations. From 
Hollywood To Hanoi fo- 
cuses on filmmaker liana 
Alexandra herself, who 
left Vietnam as a child, 
drifted to Hollywood and 
returned to her homeland 
six years ago to End her 
roots. 

The documentary mixes 
interviews with senior 


Communist leaders and 
Gen. William Westmore- 
land, who commanded 
U.S. troops during the 
war, with scenes of daily 
Vietnamese life and 
Tiana’s reflections on her 
emotional homecoming. 
There are even cuts from 
her corny B-movies. 

“My mission, if you 
will.-is to build this bridge 
between two cultures, my 
two selves,” says the Elm- 
maker, who calls herself 
Tiana and prefers not to 
use her last name. “I want 
to tell both sides: ‘the war 
is over.”’ 

The Elm, which official- 
ly premieres in Los 
Angeles in August, 
already has won several 
awards at Elm festivals 
and rave reviews from cri- 


tics. It also was screened 
to U.S. congressmen with 
an interest in Vietnam. 

But Communist officials 
have complained about 
scenes showing Viet- 
namese mistreating Am- 
ericans . while the anti- 
Communist Vietnamese in 
the United Stares have ac- 
cused the Elmmaker of 
using actress rather than 
real survivors of the mas- 
sacre of Vietnamese villa- 
gers by U.S. troops at My 
Lai. 

One of the staunchest 
anti-Communists, Tiana 
says, is her own father 
who still Oies the flag of 
the fallen South Viet- 
namese government at his 
home in San Jose, Calif. 

He served that govern- 
ment as information 


minister before seeking 
exile in the United States 
in 1966. and fears assas- 
sination if he returned to 
Vietnam. 

Tiana, 32, said in an 
interview that her 
documentary is a “fetter.’* 
or a “fax” to her father to 
return to Vietnam and let 
go of some of the pre- 
judices he and many 
Americans have about the 
country. 

As an Asian-American 
who grew up during the 
Vietnam War, Tiana — 
whose Vietnamese name 
is Du Thi Than Nga — is 
sensitive to prejudice and 
racism. 

“ When I was a child, 
some would tell me: your 
people are kill our Soys. 
What are vou? A Stanl- 


ey ed Commie? .4 VC? A 
gook?.”’ she recalled. “To 
avoid all this my younger 
sister told every body she 
was Japanese 

Today. Tiana says such 
racist attitudes are per- 
petuated by Hollywood, 
with such movies as 
Sylvester Stallone's Ram- 
bo. and others about 
America’s missing in ac- 
tion starring Chuck Nor- 
ris. 

“I’m critical of my own 
industry. There's been this 
policy in Hollywood to 
make money at any cost. ” 
she said. _ 

She said some movies 
depict almost every Viet- 
namese as “an evil Fu 
Man Chu only out to eat 
our boys. ” 

But she has high praise 


for filmmaker Oliver 
Stone who has tried to 
make changes with such 
movies as Platoon. Born 
On The Fourth Of July 
and the recent Heaven 
And Earth. Stone is ex- 
ecutive producer of 
Tiana's documentary. 

Tiana said her plans in- 
clude a television 
miniseries called The War 
Is Over: A New Vietnam, 
and the creation of two 
Elm an schools for under- 
privileged children in 
Vietnam. 

In December, she hopes 
to stage a cultural festival 
in Hanoi, during which 
Hollywood To Hanoi will 
be shown publicly. She 
said American politicians 
and anists will be invited 
to attend., . 
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Th ur sday, Aug* 25 

7:15 Battiestar Galaetka 

800 Heart Of Courage 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 
HkOO News In Rngfis b 

Hk2Q Movie Of The Week 

Friday, Aug - 25 

800 The Monsters Today 
9:10 EN.G. 

Hero 

Sake^ftays a heroic act. Is he going to be praised by his 

10.-00 News In Rogtisb 
10:20 EndBe 

Fjnifo goes ahead with her plans to 
although^deep made, she is wasting to hear from Evm. 

Saturday, Aug - 27 

800 Movies, Games And Videos 
9-30 The Campbells 
Life By The Sword 

A feocmg match is held by Dr. Campbell and Simms. 
10d0 News In EngBsh 
1030 Movie Of The Week 

Sunday, Aug- 28 

830 Step By Step 
Thirteen With A Bullet 

Mark cclehtates his thirteenth birthday — a day be 
gets one big disappointment. 

9:1 0 Quantum Leap 


1030 News In EngBsh 
1030 Snow River 

Luke continues his struggle ; this time to own a home 
and a horse. 

gBonday, Aug, 29 

7:15 Black Beauty 
830 Home Free 
9:10 Galactic Odyssey 
1030 News In EagBsb 
1030 Matrix 
Moths To A Flame 

A man, caught in a love triangle, is about to kill his 
wife. 


730 Innovations 

830 Hollywood Stunt Makers 

9:10 The Comndsb 

Return To The Screen Door 

\ 

The commissioner helps a battered woman. 

1030 News In EngBsh 
1030 Rose Against Ihe Odds 

Wednesday, Aug . 31 

8:30 Bob 

9:10 The Nature Of Things 
1030 News In Engfisb 
1030 Nanay 
1130 Pofdark 

1 attempts to spread the 


Ross is behind the provocative atternp 
principles of the French Revolution. 


Do computer images 
threaten movie jobs? 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Tom 
Hauls shakes bauds with 
John F. Kennedy. A Flor- 
ida causeway is destroyed 
by an explosion. Two cur- 
rent hit movies feature 
those startling scenes . 
both created by a compu- 
ter. 

As seen in Forrest 
Gump and True Lies, such 
innovations have promp- 
ted some to worry that 
computers may play a ma- 
jor role in future Elmmak- 
ing, perhaps endangering 
the livelihood of stunt 
players and other perfor- 
mers. 

Stop worrying, advises a 
cross section of industry 
folks. If anything , they 
say, computers may supp- 
ly work. Digital Pictures 
Inc., for example, hired 45 
stunt players from the 
Screen Actors Guild 
(SAG) for a one-hour , 
action-packed interactive 
video. Ground Zero 
Texas. 

Still, veteran stuntman 
and director Terry 
Leonard tales a cautious 
view. In New York for 
Die Hard HI, he planned 
a crash scene on city 
streets that he figured 
would require 15 stunt- 
men. By using optical 
effects and a split screen, 
be hired only Eve. 

Leonard, whose credits 
include Apocalypse 
Now, Romancing (the 
Stone, The Fugitive (the 
train crash) ■ and Maver- 
ick (the stagecoach 
chase), believes that com- 


puter imaging “ will affect 
a lot of things in filmmak- 
ing as we know it today. ” 

“I’m afraid the stunt- 
man entering the business 
today is trot going to End it 
as lucrative as in the 
past,” be said. “In fact. 
ranging horses is looking 
more attractive to me than 
staging stunts, much as I 
love it. As soon as my 
boys get out of high 
school, I may start slowing 
down. ” 

Donna Keegan, who 
doubled for Jamie Lee 
Curtis in the limo- 
belicopter stunt in True 
Lies, serves as chair- 
woman for the SAG’s 
stunt and safety commit- 
tee, and says computers 
should concern everyone. 

“Look how factory jobs 
have been lost because of 
computers,” she said. 
“There is fear among 
stunt people, hut we are in 
constant negotiations to 
make sure they are pro- 
tected. 

“ Computer imaging is 
hot today, but I think the 
situation will be much like 
the music industry. Twen- 
ty years ago , everything 
was synthesised music. 
That lasted three to Eve 
years until people derided 
the ear doesn't want total- 
ly perfect sound. They 
would rather hear real 
music instead of max 
headroom. ” 

Keegan cited an exam- 
ple of how computers 
have made stunts safer: “ I 
did a 320-foot (97- 
metre) foil for Jamie in 
Mother’s Boys. I used a 


‘descender’ (cable) that 
dropped me 200 feet (61 
metres) and then slowly 
stopped my fall. I felt it, 
but it was more like get- 
ting out of bed in the 
morning. Later, the cable 
was erased from the Elm 
by computer.” 

' Linda Fetters, who 
underwent hours of 
makeup for stunts as the 
catwoman in Star Trek V, 
said that some members of 
the Stuntwoman’s Asso- 
ciation have been called 
for interactive videos. 

“So for. computers ha- 
ven’t worked against us,” 
she said. u They’re not a 
great concern for us. 
We’re women, so that 
automatically makes us a 
minority , and we’re con- 
stantly fighting that.” 

Bryan Unger of the 
Directors Guild of Amer- 
ica monitors changing 
technology. “In the short 
term, we see no threat to 
our members,” he said. 

“Directors still oversee 
special effects, no matter 
bow they are created. We 
want to male sure our 
directors are aware of the 
latest developments, and 
we have been meeting 
with the various manufac- 
turers. ” 

“ I don’t think computer 
imaging will hurt us in the 
long run,” said Max 
Klewn, who has directed 
action for Batman Re- 
turns. the Back To The 
Future trilogy. Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit and 
Robin Hood, Prince Of 
Thieves. 

“The business is chang- 
ing. Now, you can stage a 


car turnover in the desert 
and put it on a New York 
street. You can make a big 
bang by computer, where- 
as doing it live would be 
too expensive. If it draws 
people in the theatre, 
that's good. Any time an 
action picture is a success, 
it helps the business.” 

Mean while, SA G is 
closely monitoring the 
situation, and remains 
concerned. 

“ But we cannot foresee 
a situation where actors 
will be reproduced by 
computers,” a SAG 
spokesman said. “Film- 
makers wilt still depend on 
performers to give movies 
the sense of depth, move - 
merit and human emotion. 
You can never duplicate 
the human soul. ” 

In Terminator II. for 
example. Robert Patrick 
was converted into an 
automation. The actor 
was filmed in the action . 
then his image was copied 
on computers using the 
rotoscope process. 

The computer revolu- 
tion is not the Erst new 
technology that has 
caused concern in the Elm 
industry. When sound was 
introduced in the late 
3 920s, many industry lead- 
ers predicted it was im- 
practical. It was too ex- 
pensive to convert studios 
and equip theatres . they 
said. 

The great Irving Thal- 
berg predicted: “ Sound 
will be an important ad- 
junct to the industry, bur 
it won’t replace the siknr 
movie. " 
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By Amba Dadson 

The Associated Press 
ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast 
— When Juliana Gbami's 
husband died three years 
ago, doctors told her the 
cause was kidney failure. 
Just kidney failure. 

Three months later, 
when Gbami was stricken 
with reclining fevers, di- 
arrhoea and chronic fad- 

f ue 7 they said he'd really 
ad AIDS. And sow, so 
did she. 

“ And that's when I col- 
lapsed and really fell ill," 
said the Ivorian, a retired 
social worker. 

Even while it consumes 
the continent, many people 
in Africa can't bring them- 
selves to even mention 
AIDS. Experts say that's 
one of the reasons the 
deadly disease is 
spreading. 

Ms. Gbami is a member 


Africans slowly breaking AIDS taboo 


of something almost un- 
heard of in Africa: An 
AIDS support group dedi- 
cated to breaking the fatal 
taboo of silence. 

“It started very, very 
tentatively, ” said Dr. 
Marc Aguirre, an Amer- 
ican doctor at the Medical 
and Social Assistance 
Centre, a counselling cen- 
tre financed by the Church 
of Christ. 

“A lot of these people 
are very reticent. But we 
basically bad a party and 
got people talking about 
themselves. ” 

That is rare indeed in 
Africa, which accounts for 
10 million of the world's 
16 million infections of 
HTV, the virus that causes 
acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome 
(AIDS), according to the 
World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO). 


Experts say a cultural 
modesty and deep reluct- 
ance to be the bearer of 
bad news — even mong 
some doctors — is a 
powerful social force. 

“Africans with AIDS 
do not go and see their 
doctors, because of our 
traditional sense of mod- 
esty and shame," said 
Yaya Dialio , a Senegalese 
sociologist at the Universi- 
ty of Dakar. 

“They prefer to “ leave 
it to Goa" to decide their 
fate and try traditional 
medicine. " 

Ms. Gbami said she had 
to tight to get her doctor 
to admit that her husband 
had AIDS. The doctor, an 
old friend of her hus- 
band's , never could face 
her , she said. Instead, he 
sent two other doctors to 
take her into a private 
room and break the news. 


The support group, 
which began meeting 
weekly in July, represents 
a quiet revolution that has 
even compelled some peo- 
ple to become community 
awareness crusaders. 

“I want to tell people 
that with HIV you can stiU 
live. It is not the end of 
the world," said Etienne 
Tape , who organised the 
group he dubbed “ The 
Friends Club." 

“ When you mention 
AIDS, everyone is 
afraid," said Tapie , 28, 
who was diagnosed as 
HIV-positive in March. 

“No one even wants to 
touch you. I have friends 
like me who have been 
chased out of their houses, 
who are all alone.” 

Not here, club meetings, 
which draw 35 to 40 peo- 
ple are lively, positive , 
animated. The pretty 


‘Start early to stop children from smoking 9 


By Brenda C, Coleman 

The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Parents 
who want to keep their 
children from using tobac- 
co should begin their 
'.efforts as soon as kinder- 
garten. the American 
Heart Association says. 

“We can show that we 
already have fixed smok- 
ers by the third grade." 
said £>r. Gerald S. Beren- 
son. who led a session on 
tobacco at the associa- 
tion's first children's heart 
health conference. 

“ And we joke about it 
(not being younger) be- 
cause the second-graders 
can't read the question- 
naire." he added. 

Dr. Berenson is the 
principal investigator of 
the Bogalusa Heart Study, 
which has been tracking 
thousands of children's 
heart risks from the time 
they were bom 20 years 
ago in Bogalusa. . La. 

The Heart Association 
planned to release its first 
scientific statement on 
smoking and children's 
health. 

In February, a U.S. 
Surgeon General's report 


called smoking an adoles- 
cent addiction. The report 
estimated that 13 per cent 
of 12-to 18-year-olds — 
3.J million youngsters — 
smoke cigarettes, and that 
l million use snuff or 
chewing tobacco. 

Dr. Samuel S. Gidding . 
who co-chaired the smok- 
ing session, said youngs- 
ters need to be helped 
even before birth. 

s 

“We need to work on 
the mothers to not smoke, 
so either as fetuses or as 
young children, they don *r 
get the passive smoke, " he 
said. 

For older children, "we 
need to create a climate 
that counteracts the large 
and pervasive effects of 
advertising by the tobacco 
industry said Dr. Gid- 
ding, director of preven- 
tive cardiology at Chil- 
dren's Memorial Hospital 
in Chicago. 

The tobacco industry 
spent $ 5.23 billion on 
advertising in 1992. 
according to the latest 
federal trade commission 
figures, said Dr. Michael 
Eriksen, director of the 
Office on Smoking and 


Health at the Federal 
Centres for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention 
(CDC). 

That was more than tri- 
ple the CDC's entire 
budget that year. 

“ It's mind-boggling. 
The numbers are difficult 
to grasp," Dr. Eriksen 
said. 

Tobacco companies he- 
atedly deny that their 
advertising ' targets chil- 
dren. An American 
Medical Association 
study, however . showed 
that sales of Camel 
cigarettes to children in- 
creased from $6 million to 
$476 million in the four 
years after "Joe Camel" 
cartoon ads were intro- 
duced. 

Dr. Berenson. director 
of the Tulane Centre for 
Cardiovascular Health in 
New Orleans, said pre- 
venting heart disease in 
future generations will re- 
quire educating children 
in kindergarten and ear- 
lier against smoking. 

"We'd like to get it 
down to head start." he 
said, referring to the 
federally funded pre- 
school programme for 


poor youngsters. 

The smoking rate seems 
to have levelled off in 
teens, but the use of 
smokeless tobacco is ris- 
ing. said Steven Y. Suss- 
man , an associate profes- 
sor of preventive medicine 
at the University of South- 
ern California. 

Unfortunately, anti- 
smoking efforts probably 
boost the use of smokeless 
tobacco, which many peo- 
ple mistakenly beheve is 
less harmful, he said. 

Last year. Surgeon 
General Joycelyn Elders 
warned that increasing use 
of smokeless tobacco 
among youths may fore- 
shadow an epidemic of 
oral cancer. Ms. Elders 
said that chewing tobacco, 
like cigarettes, speeds the 
heartbeat, raises blood 
pressure and promotes 
damage to arteries. 

Researchers have link- 
ed tobacco smoke to heart 
disease as well as lung and 
ot h e r cancers, 
emphysema, asthma and 
other diseases. They have 
blamed it for almost 
500.000 premature deaths 
a year. 
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FAR FROM WAV OUT 
By James and Phyllis Barrick 


.^across 

^TSIergay ana 
cuaraeim 
5 Inoan pnncMS 
9 Feather scarves 
13 5am 

17 Tattle bo* COT 

18 w me come of 
SOQraen 

21 — bdt 

22 Oi me tv 
2J Ramp! 

24 Bmiynoi wa 

23 Flatten 

26 Make ontra efton 
29 — [return 

31 What 1 -ofl 

32 Pan ot no. 

33 Gam a comm 
MMia taorte 
•V Uhli** 

39 --lewera 


DOWN 

1 Woodsn- acted 
then 

2 — cJS-te 

3 Tom. Dick and 
Mjrry 

4 Pratoa«n 

5 ruvetg many 
branches 

6 On txgfi 

7 Si, — drugs' 

a Knowing Wool 

9 MmoKinnten 

Owner 

10 Excessively suave 
n — Mana 

12 Span-sh ns, 

13 Caruso 

14 ECiOte pjrt 

15 Inmeau netwev* 

16 Me-tott* 

19 la-ana near 

Tina id 

20 Amptusun 


44 Smal type 

70 Traval By ox 

99 locomotive 

45 ttt-or-mlH 

wagmi 

sound 

47 RcpeMOfl 

71 Underamnahg 

100 Uka a dust bowl 

46 Previous to 

7579b 

103 Amaponoa 

46 Teneoroua 

77 Jay Ot TV 

109 Fever 

50 Make real 

79 Fat**; pref. 

llOGmemg 

progress 

SOOwncfi kfci 

heodoand 

52AumorRand 

81 labor gp. 

112 Lend — 

S3 Once raSaa 

82 legtsUva 

113 first name m 

5* Sparvsn pm ary 

conuntao# 

wnodunds 

55 Teugn-tootong 

88 Sailor 

114 Smgng voice 

VOUTK 

56 Egypoxn fixer 

87 Genet* toners 

88 Bafomiong 

1 15 Young eel 

116 Actor Gmane 

56 Coupw, 

89 long* 

1l7TradRional H»«u 

60 Senna 

90 PByera' place 

music form 

62 lfcataiug 

Bi Esaenflai 

llBBtadiand 

63 Ward 

Kings 

vtsuli 

64 Program 

94 Produced 

119 Act 

67 Lave 

95 Hatted 

120 Do a garowier e 

unmenflonM 

MOwsand 

96 A pronoun 

97 Slngar RedOtng 

121 Practtca baang 


27 French noggn 

28 Vucea-ne Mm 
30 Poor god scorns 

33 Puiorassire on 

34 Extremely 
virtuous ana 

35 N oran'S VHP 

36 Flea a path 

3? Causa to suffer, 
hi a way 

38 Don Juans 

mother a u Byron 

40 Mythical nssel 

41 Sets an example 

42 wood Hymen 

43 Cksp* toned 

43 Jockeyed 

46 American maun 

50 Rounmg 
pans 

51 Epnron 

54 InomrtsM 
57 Touched down 


59 Sack exchange 
mamwrsMp 

60 Nobto'a dawn 

61 Pindaric 

65 Heating device 

66 — no tarWguous 
answer) 

67 Conwoaer'a work 

66 Bramslefc 

69 Cnmtxng vine 

72 VMCA word 

73 Repre se nt a tion 

74 L*a soma 
steaks 

75 Sank 

76 Envelop 

77 City near 
Granotye 

78 Anglo-Saxon 
laoarer 

79 Donor' 

63 Consacmea. OT a 
way 


84 Laager entry 

85 Arrange W 
methodi ca l order 

86 Goea un a teet B y 
90 Overwhel m 

92 Emphasize 

93 Bacsme 


95 Propped 
98 Kind Of 1ft 
MHoBttig 


100 — au ttiura 

101 Food thekaner 

102 Redden cour 

103 Behave w*4y 

104 Stericient. long 



1051 

106 Envelop 

107 Seaweed 
106 Calendar jpe< 
111 —du Watte 


Diagramless 19 x IB. By Harold R. Counts 


ACROSS 
i Has 3 moai 

5 Deserve 

6 — de combat 
lOSrfl 

11 Upon 

12 Family member 

13 Newspaper 
employees 

17 Do the usages 

19 Brotta 

20 Bala bed 

24 Outdated 

25 Touch Bghdy 


DOWN 

1 SnahaUke ten 

2 Palming or 
sculpture 

3 Cake layers 
a Meryl cl the 

movies 

5Preachara 

6 Loser to the 
tonowa 

7 Stagger Mel 
SFtsnegps 

9 Oteoandjam 
ID Renounce 
12 Rant 


26 The Tempest" 
character 

27 L»s — LMs 
26Smal food 

(tsh 

31 Devastating 
weapons 

32 Emettorul 
reaction 

33 Have Ming 

34 Withered 

35 Sotted 

30 Dragonfly 


14 -Harper 
Vrtey— - 

15 Cereal gram 

16 Hmdu &r 
18 Errand] 

21—1 

22 lflWn'i 
took 

23 Otherwise 

24 wnwg tool 

26 From then until 
now 

29 Aid *1 crime 

30 Odor 


41 Hoi cake 

42 Noias muoi 
45 Health farm 

48 Doles 

49 organic 
compound 

51 Learned 

53 Conga 

54 Mountain 


nymph 

55 Time period 

56 Confession of 
(am 


32 Stringed 
instrument 

35 Used (he stapes 

38 Spreads hay 

37 Append 

39 Cdmle Johnson 

40 Savtag for knurs 
use 

43 Avenues 

44 Dice throws 

45 Aanospnene 
heard 

46 Young salmon 

47 Ctutsng 


59 Magnificent 

60 Desert dwetters 
62 Smooth 

S3 Primitive 

weapon 

66 — a ooy* 

67 Toledos 
waterfront 

68 Sonflttos 

71 Remove, (n 
printing 

72 Nasal eauuf 

73 Actor Connery 


48 Butted tn 
50 Crfrnson 
52 Thrashes 

55 Kestanmn 

SOUKft 

56 Cottage timer 

57 Cuts Short 

60 U.S. author 

61 Harriet 
Beecher — 

64 Wrath 

K l | unii i n 
■toUBU 

69 Sna apf otd sound 
70 Stopover 


Lest Week's Cryptogram* 

1' “ravldaii playa old melody oo piano tor his anal. 

2 . with us advent of helpftri aucwuidg tag** is 

coasted ear favorite game. 

3. Futile drones lead humdrum lives, doing almost nothing for ikeir Uvea. 

4. Architect draws op jdass Tor beautiful new church from ideas marked in- 

Us sketchbook. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1 . EDYPMT EYUP DYADGBDB EDF1B PC 

DOOMPRO OU RIDGO DIED1ED FG 
D1DBAD. — By EdHwWteaoo 

2. INSKY FLIGHT ASHLTHARND DIF HM 

DEKPRY UN HCAKDDHURN OSS MEN 
UPGUBWi/NN MX OBF. —By Frank N. Stela 

3. 9WLXPATEASH WRIGHT TUJA J^WHUIA 
USE OUNVA ON CLOUS ASAPIN; YLWYT 
SAAE KGUSIRSI WATT XQHAS. 

— By Barbara J. Rugg 

4. ABE BLAWLP G80WLIHY EWLWCY IBL 
pdej'gcudwru. VW PMLW JRBOP VDP 

B ® ^ n — By Adorn Christopher 
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teenage girl , the soft- 
spoken Gbami, the lanky 
father of four — all are 
either carriers of HIV or 
sufferers of its most adv- 
anced ravages. 

Comfortable chairs are 
arranged in a circle. A 
stereo belts our pop bits. 
The unusually frank and 
intimate chat ranges from 
health issues to politics to 
the deeply devastating 
emotional toll the disease 
has taken. 

“7 here's such a need 
for people to open up and 
talk to someone. That is 


all we aim to provide , 
really, " said Dr. Aguirre. 

The Ivory Coast , with 
18,670 documented AIDS 
cases out of a population 
of 13 million, is West Afri- 
ca’s most heavily affected 
country. The disease is the 
leading cause of death of 
adult men and the second- 
leading cause of death 
among women, following 
childbirth. 

Tall, handsome, 
fashionably dressed with a 
blonde streak dyed into a 
hip-bop haircut. Tape is a 
big fan of American pop 


culture and the National 
Basketball Association. 

Though he took the 
news of his disease hard , 
be also took inspiration 
faom his idol, retired NBA 
star Earvin “Magic" John- 
son, who has the AIDS 
virus but still has a robust 
life. 

Tape doesn't know 
from who be contracted 
the virus, but admits to a 
“rather wild life " of one- 
night stands and random 
sex. 

After the initial shock 
of the positive blood test. 


Tape devoured what liter- 
ature he could find about 
the disease and began in- 
terviewing doctors at the 
Medical and Social Assist- 
ance Clinic. 

He heard about the 
Nairobi , Kenya-based 
African network of people : 
living with HIV and vi- 
sited one of their meet- 
ings. Then he helped start 
the friends Hub. 

“I want to be a symbol 
for young people with 
AIDS in Ivory Coast, " he' 
said. “ I dress up smartly 
and bold my head high." 


Map of the human genome 




By Sylviane Robinet 

After five years of uninterrupted 
research, three French geneti- 
cists from the “ Genethon " 
Laboratory, Professor Daniel 
Cohen, Dr. Ilya Chumakov and 
Dr. Jean Weissenbach, have 
succeeded in establishing the 
“physical map” of 90 per cent of 
the human genome. Although it 
is, as yet, incomplete, this map is 
an extremely precious tool for 
researchers all over the world. It 
will make it possible to very 
quickly Identify a large number 
of genes responsible for here- 
ditary diseases. 


PARIS — This map , 
drawn up by French 
geneticists, is one of the 
major objectives of the 
world “ Human Genome'.' 
programme, launched in 
1990 by American and 
European researchers 
which aims to decrypt the 
3.5 billion elements of our 
DNA (deoxyribonudeic 
add). 

The physical map of the 
genome is presented in the 
form of 33,000 little tabes, 
each one containing a por- 
tion of DNA. These tubes 
have been numbered and 
arranged according to the 
position held by each frag- 
ment in die chromosomes. 
In order to obtain this 
result, the researchers of 
the Genethon set about 
a global exploration of our 
genetic heritage. First of 
all, they took DNA from 
ten cells which they cut up 
into thousands of pieces. 
Each fragment was then 
duplicated millions of 
times through a complex 
Honing mechanism and, 
after minutely re-cutting 
the pieces with the help of 
powerful computers, their 
order was reseouenced. 

Our genetic heritage is 
borne by 23 pairs of 
homologous chromo- 
somes which we inherited 
from oar parents (in each 
pair one chromosome is 
provided by the mother 
and the other by the 
father). These chromo- 
somes are made up of 
DNA. They contain all 
tiie biological instructions 
enabling the original cell, 
die fertilised ovum, to di- 
vide up into several bBlion 
cells. The latter, through a 
process known as dif- 
farendatioD, will diversify 
and form our tissues (liv- 
er, skin and musdes). The 
DNA is a long molecule 
made of a chain of four 
fundamental sab-units , 
called bases and symbol- 
ised by the four letters 
A,T,Gand C, respectively 
for adenine, thymine, 
guanine and cytosine. 

In DNA , these four 
bases follow on one 
another in a very precise 
and determining order, as 
tins arrangement alone is 
a message. Our genome 
thus contains several 
thousand DNA sequences 
crammed with some 5,000 
bases having a key func- 
tion. These are our genes, 
those units of information 
which transmit the physic- 
al characteristics proper to 
a 'spedes, from one gen- 
eration to another, as well 
as some family resembl- 
ances such as the colour of 
the eyes and the hair, • 


height, etc. 

Each gene makes a spe- 
cific protein operate, car- 
rying out an essential 
function in the tissues. 
The 100,000 active genes 
borne by the chromo- 
somes barely represent 5 
per cent of the DNA con- 
tained in each of our cells. 
Research is, at present, 
being carried out to 
understand the true rdh 
of the 95 per cent of re- 
maining DNA. 

When the genetic berit - 
is transmitted from 
parents to their chil- 
dren, certain anomalies 
(“mutations") can modify 
the order of the bases (a 
base being replaced by 
another one, or the abs- 
ence of one or several 
bases). These mutations 
are harmless when the 
message remains compre- 
hensible and there will 
simply be, for instance, a 
change in the hair colour. 
On tiie other band, they 
are extremely serious if 
they make the message 
incoherent. The gene 
then influences an abnor- 
mal or non-existent pro- 
tein. That is when genetic 
disease appears. 

Today, there are more 
than 4,000 known heredit- 
ary diseases . They are re- 
sponsible for 30 per cent 
of infant mortality and 25 
per cent handicaps. In 
order to treat these dis- 
eases, tiie genes involved 
first have to be located 
and their function known, 
that is to say the proteins 
on which they act and the 
mechanisms regulating 
them. It is only after that, 
that therapeutical 
methods can be de- 
veloped. This apparently 
simple procedure is. in 
fact, extremely long and 
fastidious. It amounts to 
discovering, in a necklace 
made up of 3.5 billion 
beads wrapped around it- 
self, the one which does 
not conform to the others. 

Indeed, in the cells, the 
DNA presents itself in the 
form of a very confused 
and almost impenetrable 
threadlike network. When 
a researcher attempts to 
locate a faulty gene, he 
has to break the DNA into' 
thousands of pieces in 
order to make it accessi- 
ble, and then, with the 
help of a genetic marker 
(a gene which is known 
and transmitted at the 
same tune as the disease 
and which , following a 
basic la w of genetics, must 
be situated in the same 
chromosome region as the 
gene being sought), he 
will be able to identify the 



Professor Daniel Cohen presents the 
phjrsicalmapctf 90 per cent of the human 
genome 


fragment containing the 
mutation. Once he has 
achieved this, he still has 
to put all the pieces back 
in the right order. 

The physical map of the 
human genome will make 
it possible to discover the 
genes responsible for dis- 
eases such as epilepsy, di- 
abetes, asthma and 
muscular dystrophy far 
more quickly, because it 
presents the human DNA 
already cut up into tiny 
fragments which bear 
markers and are cata- 
logued and ordered. But , 
as Professor Cohen, Dr. 
Chumakov and Dr. Weis- 
senbach point out, “ this 
map covers just over 90 


per cent of the genome. It 
is not definitive. It con- 
tains a certain percentage 
of errors. It is incomplete 
in places. In short, his not 
perfect. It is a first genera- 
tion map But it should ■ 
prove immediately useful 
to many researchers 
The Genethon is a 
laboratory financed by 
donations from French 
television viewers. It is not 
a commercial entexprise. 
That is one of the reasons 
why these three resear- 
ch ers have decided to 
make their results freely 
available to the inrerea- 
tional scientific commun- 
ity — L'Actualite En 
France. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. No, small earthware pots or pans. 

2. Yes, usually a ship's boat. 

3. Yes, and they don't know what they are 

4 - ^ its leaves (souTce of a(ro 

hyoscyamme and socopolamine). ^ 

5. Yes. 

6 ' SUU to* deBcieac y disease (n 
7 ‘ a bent nozzle fixed at the end c 

8. Yes. * 
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PUZZLES 

tiptoe a “ naJs ^ dte words 

1. CAT (EDUCATION) 

Z RAM (PYRAMID 
3 - ASS (PASSAGE) 

4. UON (BILLIONAIRE) ■ 

5. LAMB (CLAMBER) 
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Israel starts handing over W. B ank 
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(Continued from page 1) 

"nrofoably” w**W the deal 
o?rij Geo- Rothschild. It will 

signed on Sunday in Erez 
in the autonomous Gaza 
Strip on the border with 
Israel, be added- _ 

Hie deal, after six weeks of 
jalis, will mart the start of 
^ second phase of self-rule 
laundied in Gaza and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
nidi the signing of the auton- 
omy accord on May 4. 

Dr. Shaath welcomed the 
fact that the deal would be 
initialled on the same day 
mat Israel banded over con- 
sol of education to Palesti- 
nians hi the Ramallah area of 
me W«£ Bank. 

Palestinian Deputy Educa- 
tion Minister Naim Abu 
Hummus, and the town's 
Israeli military governor. 
Colonel Yoni Figel, earlier 
signed a document seating 
the handover at the self-rule 
authority’s education minis- 
try. 

But Abu Hummus has said 
that many problems re- 
mained and the Palestinians 
lacked materials, schools and 
teachers. 

“All the donor countries 
shoudl stand beside us to give 
IHs the opportunity to run the 
•education system (...),” he 
said. 

Officers from the Israeli 
military administration and 
officials from the Palestinian 
education ministry witnessed 
the signing. 

“I can now affirm that the 
next school year in the West 
Bank will be Palestinian,*’ 
Mr. Abu Hummus said. 

Before the end of the 
month, Israel is to band over 
responsibility for education 
in all West Bank towns, in 
time for the start of the new 
school year on Sept. 1. 

The 1993 education budget 
was $43 million, said Etise 


Shazar, an Israeli spokes- 
man. 

“Israel will pay the 
teachers’ salaries for Septem- 
ber and after that it is up to 
the Palestinian authority to 
do it," she added. 

Israeli solch'es handed over 
archives and computer data 
on education m Ramallah to 
Adel Ai Haiak, the Palesti- 
nian education chief in the 
town. 

Ra mal la h has 150 schools, 
including 40 private ones, 
with 1,200 teachers and 
43,000 pupils. 

The entire West Bank has 
1,357 schools, with 11,000 
teachers for the 355,000 
pupils. Government schools, 
run by the Israeli administra- 
tion, account for two-thirds 
of them. 

About 500 new schools are 
needed in the West Bank and 
Gaza to accommodate the 
children of Palestinian re- 
fugees returning to the terri- 
tories, the new Palestinian 
education ministry says. 

Israel is due to hand over 
control of education by Aug. 
29 m all West Bank towns, 
including Nablus, Qalqilya, 
Tulkarm, Bethlehem and 
Hebron. 

But young Palestinians wffl 
follow the same courses set 
by the Israeli authorities last 
year, learning about the his- 
tory of the West Bank under 
Jordanian rale and the Gaza 
Strip under Egyptian admi- 
nistration. 

Only in September 1995 
will new textbooks be ready 
on tiie history of Palestine, 
senior Palestinian education 
official Abdullah Abdul 
Minaih said. 

But as Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Feres said 
last week, “for the first time 
in history it will be the 
Palestinians who will be re- 
sponsible for their own chil- 
dren, their own education." 


Signs emerge of Iraqi return 


(Continued from page 12) 

an, Pakistani, Italian and 
Spanish businesses and 
Sam-governmental delega- 
tions are seen more fre- 
quently in Baghdad. Many 
of them lost large markets 
and trading partners when 
Iraq was bombed into sub- 
mission 'and its borders 
were closed to trade by the 
^ U.S.-led allies and the Un- 
fled Nations. 

aseartstfra According to a senior 

tofthehtnB&R ^member of the European 
? Commission in Brussels, 
Europeans question 
whether the U.S.’ insist- 
nt of the genome- i: ence that sanctions against 

definitive, ft® fraq not be softened may be 
■ n-nva/ss one to “strategic and eco- 
i certain - nomic” rather than “secur- 
?rs. It is incompB! ^ reasoos 

es. /n short, itstff “it is a question we must 
f. It is a first raise. We suspect that the 
nap tiuT it siK®- U.S. will put a heavy price 
immediately useU on it’s ‘yeh’ vote to lift 
iv researchers. " unctions,” said a European 

Genelhon is ; , *P Iomat - Ttat price, many 
U fn 1 European officials suspect, 

tory } inanC f0 ,may be “exclusive trade 
ons from rr lerms,” said the deplomat. 
on viewers. The Europeans say that 

mercial enterpw- much like what happened in 
one of the post-war Kuwait and Saudi 
iese *hree teseS- Arabia, the “big deals will 
have ' decided * ^ go to tbe Americans — 

h h J r results tos . one price for lifting 
heir resuia sanctions.’’ 

(e to the Bat Iraqi officials say that 

scientific coyuu trade conditions are only 
L ’Actuahte & one hem on a long Kst of 
terms that are being talked 
about. 

-f “Now there are sugges- 
Ki‘"v -T-i tions that Iraq take some 

— “ .. { “P to 150,000) of the 

_ — — -‘''"''I Palestinian refugees from 

Lebanon and settle them 
% permanently in Iraq,” said 

* one official. 

While Jordanian and 
foreign sources dose to the 
multilateral refugee talks 
say they know “nothing of 
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fe this,” Iraqi sources say that 
T the possibility of resettling 
Palestinian refugees in Iraq 
b “being floated.” 

Less titan 50,000 Palesti- 
nians lived in Iraq since 
i948. Most of these were 
given Iraqi nationality. De- 
mographers say because 
most Palestinians are either 
Sonrd Muslims or Christ- 
ies, their presence in Iraq 
« favourable for the tradi- 
tional Sunni leadership of 
the country. 

In Lebanon, the largely 
Muslim Palestinian popula- 
tion would further strain 
foe delicate balance be- 
bween religious groups and 
sects. Even if some were 
given Lebanese nationality 
not all 300,000 are expected 
to stay in Lebanon. 

The U.S. and Israel want 
«t least some of the Palesti- 
nians m Lebanon to be set- 
tied in Iraq because it is 
ea »er, diplomats said. 

Iraq oil has been trickling 
'o several neighbouring 
countries. Both Iran and 
' Turkey are reportedly re- 
ceiving Iraq i oil at discount 
Prices, and unofficial trade 
through the Kurdish north 
and the Shiite south 


continues. The only U.N. 
approved transfer of oil 
from Iraqis- to Jordan. 

U.S. officials have said 
that tiie low price of ofl has 
prevented its Gulf allies, 
such as Saudi Arabia, from 
approving Iraq’s re-entry 
into tiie oil markets. 

Representatives of Euro- 
pean governments have 
even linked the lifting of the 
oil embargo to the political 
situation m Algeria. 

“If and when Algeria 
falls to the fundamentalists, 
the Algerian oil market win 
be probably be embargoed 
and then we will have to 
open up Iraq again," said a 
high-ranking member of a 
European diplomatic mis- 
sion in Amman . 

Some Asian officials have 
reportedly urged five Iraqi 
government to “opt for the 
Iranian alternative", by 
allying itself to the country 
with winch it was at war for 
eight years. 

“Through Iran they can 
shift anything they want to 
the international market,” 
said one Asian diplomat 
dose to Baghdad. 

Washington insiders be- 
lieve that Iran and Iraq are 
now cooperating in new 
ways as a result of the 
embargo against Iraq. 
Washington fears that Iran 
and Iraq would pool mate- 
rial and knowhow to re- 
build both Iraq's and Iran's 
weapons systems, rendering 
disarmament insignificant. 

While there are long 
standing Iraqi trade rela- 
tions with both Tehran and 
Ankara, most observers 
argue that Baghdad has al- 
ways looked more to the 
West in its tradfe relations 
and diplomatic endeavours. 

“The Europeans and 
Asian delegations that have 
been visiting Iraq all have 
something on their agenda 
and to their agenda," said 
an analyst. 

According to Washington 
insiders, the U.S. position 
on Iraq has not changed 
since Bill Clinton took 
office. They say that Mr. 
Clinton’s position towards 
Iraq may even get tougher. 
Every time the U-S. presi- 
dent makes an anti-Sadd am 
statement his ratings in tiie 
popularity polls go op 
slightly, they say. 

“The U.S. still sends very 
conflicting signs to Iraq,” 
said the Iraqi official. 

On Aug. 5, Mr. Clinton, 
addressing Congress on Ira- 
qi compliance with Gulf 
war ceasefire terms, ac- 
cused Iraq of sponsoring 
acts of tenor against U.N, 
and humanitarian workers. 

“Reliable reports have 
indicated that the govern- 
ment of Iraq is offering 
reward money for terrorist 
artv a gains t the U.N. and 
humanitarian relief workers 
in Iraq,” he said. Became- 
of such conduct, said Mr, 
Clinton, tiie U.S. intended 
to continue supporting 
sanctions. 



A dedsfcxi by former South African Preridc ut F. W. de Klerk to withdrew from Mr. Mandela’s government coaid encourage \ white extremists to launch a violent campaign 
against Mack ma jorit y rale (AFP photo) 

White right’s fangs drawn in Mandela’s S. Africa 


By David Tucker 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — 
President Nelson Mandela’s 
three- month-old govern- 
ment has successfully drawn 
the fangs of South Africa’s 
hardline right, but white 
power could still threaten 
the new order. 

Fears of a violent white 
backlash — and even a race 
war — were fuelled ahead 
of South Africa’s first all- 
race elections in April by a 
bombing blitz that killed at 
least 20 people. But the 
threat from far-right whites 
has subsided since then. 

“I think large numbers of 
people who are right-win- 
gers are just basically facing 
up to the inevitable... there 
is a new government, an 
ANC-led government, in 
power... They realise there 
is nothing they can do,” 
said Simon Baynham, an 
analyst at the Africa Insti- 
tute think-tank. 


“Their world hasn't col- 
lapsed since Mandela came 
to power. Most people’s 
lives have not changed at 
all,” said Mr. Baynham. 

“(But) there are still 
some hardliners out there... 
There may very well be 
some extreme factions 
dreaming up plans to shoot 
Mandela or some of bis 
ministers,” be told Reuters. 

Mr. Baynham said a sing- 
le act of terror, similar to 
the 1993 assassination by 
right-wing whites of Com- 
munist Party chief Chris 
Hani, was a real possibility, 
although he believed swift 
police action against white 
bombers bad largely neut- 
ralised the right-wing mflit- 
afy machine. 

He said the swift arrests 
of right-wingers detained 
following the pre-election 
bombings had been a major 
factor in the demise of the 
hardline right. 

“The fact that police 
were so adept at picking up 


these people showed the 
terrorist elements of the 
right wing bow heavily they 
had been penetrated, 1 ’ said 
Mr. Baynham. 

The inclusion in the new 
black-majority government 
of former army chief gener- 
al Constand Viljoen’s right- 
wing Freedom Front bad 
been a masterstoke. 

Mr. Baynham said right- 
wing Afrikaners, many of 
whom had pledged never to 
recognise Mr. Mandela’s 
government, had a political 
voice through the front, 
which seeks a homeland for 
Afrikaners through evolu- 
tion rather than revolution. 

Another post-election 
bonus was the decision of 
the pro-apartheid Con- 
servative Party, which 
boycotted the April elec- 
tions, to talk to the govern- 
ment on the question of a 
homeland. 

Robert Schrire, a politic- 
al scientist at Cape Town 
University, said while 


the threat of right-wing vio- 
lence had ail but ended, 
there was a danger of white 
industrial action. 

“I think probably ihc 
greatest danger from the 
right wing would be 
through the (white) trade 
unions... a backlash against 
affirmative action in... gov- 
ernment and the mining in- 
dustry for instance." he told 
Reuters. 

“White power isn’t 
dead... but in terms of vio- 
lence I think it’s over." 

Mr. Schrire said it was 
significant that Mr. Viljoen 
had been “brought into the 
system.” The front, which 
fought the April elections 
on a platform of Afrikaner 
rights, has nine national 
parliamentary seats and is 
part of the national unity 
government. 

“The (Viljoen) has taken 
the bite out of the right 
wing and (Eugene) Terre 
Blache has been exposed as 


a complete windbag." said 
Mr. Schrire. referring to the 
leader of The neo-Nazi Afri- 
kaner Resistance Move- 
ment \ AWB|. 

Recent rallies bv the neo- 
Nazi leader, who before the 
election warned South Afri- 
cans of impending race war, 
have been pooriv attended. 

The whose insig- 

nia resembles a swastika, 
was humiliated in March 
when three of its members 
were shot dead by biack 
police during a failed bid by 
the neo-Nazis to prop up 
the government of an apar- 
theid-era black homeland. 

Mr. Schrire said, howev- 
er, there was a danger of a 
right-wing resurgence if ex- 
president F.W. de Klerk 
took the former ruling 
National Party (NP> out of 
the -government.* ■ 

“If there is a dramatic 
increase in racial tension. If 
the NP leave the govern- 
ment... these people (hard- 


line right-wingers) will 
come back." he said, com- 
menting on calls by hardlin- 
ers in the party for the NP 
to move into opposition. 

"It's ironic that De 
Klerk, perceived asa traitor 
by hardline Afrikaners, is 
now the brake on the 
right." Mr. Schrire said. 

Jakkic Cilliers. director 
of the Institute for Defence 
Policy, said Mr. Mandela’s 
government had proved 
effective in accommodating 
the right wing, but a hurdle 
remained at local level. 

“In national terms the 
right wing is no longer a 
coherent threat. 

“Whatever threat there is 
now comes from the poorer 
Afrikaner people... Those 
who have the most to lose 
through affirmative action 
and higheT laxes^d rates," 
said Mr. Cilliers. 

"I still sec a lot of turbu- 
lence at local level,” he 
said. 


Relief groups 
overwhelmed by 
emergencies 


By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 


MASSAWA, Eritrea — 
Rutted airstrips. Antiqu- 
ated ports. Impassable 
roads. Looted convoys. 
Millions of people waiting 
for food. Teeming masses 
of side refugees. A shortage 
of money from weary 
donors. 

These are the headaches 
international relief orga- 
nisations face as they strag- 
gle with the effects of 
drought, famine, pestilence 
and civil war in 10 countries 
in tiie Horn of Africa. 

"We are being over- 
whelmed by emergencies," 
said Bronek Szynalski, 
director of the U.N. World 
Food Progr am me's 
emergency operations. 

Only 36 per cent of the 
food needed in southern 
&idan has been distributed 
because of a shortage of 
money to pay the $4.5 mfl- 
lkm monthly cost of the 
airlift, the only means of 
delivering tiie food. 


Vital shipments tor 
Ethiopia and Eritrea cannot 
be unloaded quickly be- 
cause the Red Sea ports of 


cause the Red Sea ports of 
Massawa and Asab, now in 
Eritrea, don’t have the 
capacity. 

Massawa port can unload 
a maximum of only 1,500 
tonnes of cargo a day with 
^machinery that is more than 
30 years old and keeps 
breaking down. 

Bad roads and a shortage 
of trades cause farther de- 
lays. A warehouse built by 
the European Union is stuf- 
fed with 40,000 tonnes of 
food and more waits under 
tarpaulins outside. 

“So far. we’ve gotten 


away with it because of the 
drought If it rains — and 
we hope it does — the food 
is exposed. So if s a no-win 
situation,” said Lalit Goda- 
munne, director of the 
World Food Programme in 
Eritrea. 

The U.N. agency made 
an em erg en cy appeal for 
$300,000 to buy spare parts 
for Massawa port to in- 
crease its capacity to 1,800 
tonnes a day and $800,000 
to raise Asab’s capacity 
from 3,500 tonnes a day to 
5,000. By the end of July, 
not a single donation had 
materialised. 

For relief organisations, 
coping with emergencies 
ana appealing for funds go 
hand-m-hand. 

The World Food Prog- 
ramme still needs donors to 
finance 40 per cent of its 
emergency food program- 
me in the Horn of Africa 
and 71 per cent of its non- 
food expenses, including 

transporation, logistics and 
monitoring distribution. 

No longer do horrific im- 
ages of victims of famine 
and natural disasters lead 
automatically to an out- 
pouring of public dona- 
tions, said William D. 
Novelli , executive vice 
president of the U.S. relief 
agency CARE. 

“Now, there's a sense of 
helplessness or fatigue, so 
the horrors of Rwanda have 
not attracted private donor 
support," he said. 

Even before the mass ex- 
odus of Rwandan refugees 
to Zaire in early July, 
CARE had spent $1 million 
on tiie Rwandan crisis. 

“We need to get it back,” 
be said. “We need the pub- 
lic to support the govern- 
ment's work.” 
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Hariri guiding Lebanon to 
boom times, Barings says 


Danish budget marks return to austenty 


LONDON (R) — A free 
market, free trade, and a free 
currency — Lebanon has all 
the right policies to attract 
big international investment. 
All it lades, according to Bar- 
ings Securities, is the physical 
ana institutional framework. 

“Lebanon looks set to be- 
come a highly lucrative 
■ portfolio-investment destina- 
tion,” analyst Hania Farfaan 
said. 

■ “It may not become the 
regional bub it was before the 
war (from 1975) because of 
the globalisation of markets 
and advances made by other 
Arab countries, but it has 
great potential to play a ma- 
jor regional role. Over the 
next decade it should boom,” 
she added. 

The London investment 
boose’s report issued this 
week said the cornerstone of 

■ Lebanon’s rebirth in the 1989 
Taif agreement, and the 
catalyst for reform is the per- 
sonality and ability of Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri. 

‘This government, more 
than any other in recent 
years, has demonstrated an 
ability to maintain some 
order and unity of purpose in 
the Lebanese drive for recon- 


struction, reform and reviv- 
al," Ms. Farhan said in the 
report. 

She acknowledges dissent, 
however, about Mr. Hariri’s 
style. He is accused variously 
of running the country like 
one of his corporations and of 
too dose a tie with neigh- 
bouring Syria. 

But its rebuilding is likely 
to catapnlt Lebanon bade 
into world financial markets 
and establish it as a regional 

business services centre, 
focusing on trade rather than 
production. 

Ms. Farhan said interna- 
tional investors have been 
watching with increasing in- 
terest as Lebanon hauled in- 
flation down to around IS per 
cent now from 131 per cent in 
1992, successfuly fought off 
creeping “dollarisation” in 
ithe economy, halted a turn 
ion the lira, cut its budget 
deficit and its foreign debt to 
GNP ratio. 

“The IFC (International 
Finance Corporation) is said 
to be considering a Levant 
fond, which will be the first in 
the region,” noted Ms. 
Farhan. “A number of major 
financial institutions are posi- 


tioning themselves for when 
the market comes on 
stream.” 

The IFC confirmed it was 
“discussing structuring a fond 
with various sponsors." It 
will be launched in the next 
year. 

However, Barings warned 
that Lebanon is still relatively 
high risk. Concerns centre on 
the presence of 35,000 Syrian 
troops there, the flourishing 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah mili tia 
(which now holds eight seats 
in the 128-seat parliament) 
and the fragility of the whole 
Middle East peace process. 

Foreign aid has been li- 
mited, Ms. Farhan said, “be- 
cause of strong regional and 
international competition for 
such foods.” 

“Donor commitments for 
tine next three years do not 
exceed $1.6 billion in the 
form of soft loans and grants, 
including $175 million from 
die World Bank and $389 
million from Italy. 

In the absence of real 
donor interest, Lebanon has 
tamed to global markets. 
The float of Solidere, the 
joint stock company formed 
to rebuild Beirut, was initial- 


Haitian currency drops to 
record low against dollar 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Panic selling drove the bat- 
tered Haitian currency to a 
record low Tuesday after the 
beleaguered central bank 
moved to keep the crippled 
-economy limping along by 
banning dollar transactions 
and restricting credit. 

Local radio announced 
that the Haitian gourd had 
' fallen below the psychologic- 
al barrier of 30 gourdes to the 
dollar. 

Sidewalk money changers 
thronging the area known as 
Wall Street were selling the 
currency for as low as 24 to 
the dollar Tuesday. The 
gourde had been hovering at 
about 19 for several days. 

Although the measures 
banning U.S. dollar de- 
nominated financial transac- 
tions and cutting bank lend- 
ing were aimed at propping 
■ up the currency, they initially 
had die opposite effect. 

“People are panicking be- 
cause they don’t know what's 
going on and they’re switch- 
ing their money to dollars,” 
Kesner Pharel, an economic 
consultant to the central and 
private banks, told Reuters. 

A government communi- 
que issued late Monday ban- 
ned domestic financial trans- 
actions in U.S. dollars and 
, said all prices most be posted 
- in Haitian gourdes, which it 
' reminded its citizens was the 
national currency. 

. The government said the 
decision was taken to stop the 


Peanuts 


devaluation of the gourde, 
which is estimated to have 
lost 40 per cent of its value 
since July 1 and 42 per cent 
since die beginning of the 
year. 

Monetary authorities Mon- 
day also ordered banks to cut 
bade commercial lending in a 
bid to tighten money supply 
in an economy struggling 
with increased public spend- 
ing and the drying up of 
export income. 

The moves appeared to be 
an effort to allow public 
spending vital to the military- 
backed government to con- 
tinue at the expense of banks 
and private business, which 
would be further hurt by the 
credit restrictions. 

Haiti’s economy has been 
ravaged by U.S.-led econo- 
mic sanctions aimed at forc- 
ing Lieutenant General 
Raoul Cedras from power. 
The trade ban has stopped 
foreign trade and financial 
transactions, shut factories 
and businesses and sent fuel 
and food prices soaring. 

Tood prices have tripled 
while parts of the country 
dependent on diesel-powered 
electricity have not had elec- 
trical power for months. Hai- 
tians and Western aid work- 
ers report children are dying 
because country hospitals can 
no longer perform most op- 
erations. 

Haitians, who despite the 
country's economic problems 
have not been through the 


kind of currency collapse 
and hyper-inflation seen in 
Latin America, have tradi- 
tionally held assets to Haitian 
currency, economists say. 
But prices for cars and even 
houses have lately increasing- 
ly been advertised in U.S. 
dollars. 

“What makes it painful is 
that Haitians are not used to 
this,” said a Western econo- 
mic analyst, referring to the 
fall of the currency and ram- 
pant inflation. 

"That’s why people now 
are so scared — this is like a 
psychological coup to them,” 
Mr. Pharel said. 

Haitian and*Western’^co- 
nomists said the central bank 
measures were unlikely to 
stem the increase in money* 
supply, which could further 
fuel inflation, estimated by 
Mr. Pharel at about 100 per 
cent. 

“The basic problem is pub- 
lic sector credit which re- 
mains unchanged,” said die 
Western analyst “Unless you 
can address that and that 
would mean sacrificing other 
projects... you can’t really 
address these problems with 
those measures.” 

The military-backed gov- 
ernment, under threat of 
U.S. invasion if Lieutenant- 
General Cedras does not step 
down, this 1 month lifted a 
ceiling of money supply, 
allowing it to put more cur- 
rency in circulation. 


ly capitalised at $1.8 billion 
but it is now worth around $5 
billion. It was 42 per cent 
oversubscribed to its initial 
$650 million cash offering. 

The shares, now dosed to 
non-Arab investors, may be 
accessible via options and 
mutual fends by November, 
Barings said. 

Lebanon has no official 
credit rating from Standard 
Poors or Moodys but an im- 
minent Eurobond issue, lead 
managed by Merrill Lynch 
and underwritten by In- 
dosuez and Paribas, will test 
investor interest, Ms. Farhan 
said. 

Under its 10-year Horizon 
2000 reconstruction plan, 
Lebanon will be seeking a 
total $18.4 billion (at current 
prices) from external and 
domestic sources and there 
will be plenty of openings for 
foreign direct or portfolio In- 
vestment. 

The government is also ex- 
pected to target the wealth of 
“offshore” Lebanese, esti- 
mated by the central bank tc 
be worth $30-840 billion. 
Some $4 billion has been 
remitted over the past two 
years. 

Colombo’s 

new 

government 

halts 

privatisation 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka’s new government 
Wednesday revoked plans by 
the previous administration 
to privatise three state-run 
enterprises in the construc- 
tion sector, officials said. 

The three firms had been 
turned into private com- 
panies ahead of selling-off 
their controlling interests, 
but the new Housing and 
Construction Minister NtmaJ 
Siripala de Silva stopped the 
move, officials said. 

-v- The Building Materials 
Corporation, the Steel Cor- 
poration and the State En- 
gineering Corporation will 
now remain within the public 
sector but action will be 
taken to improve their pro- 
fitability, die minister told his 
staff Wednesday. 

The new People's Alliance 
government, which groups 
communists and leftist par- 
ties, had pledged to follow 
free-market policies but at 
the same time emphasised 
die need for state interven- 
tion in crucial sectors of the 
economy. 

An ambitious privatisation 
programme known by the 
official euphemism “peo- 
pKsation” was launched by 
the right-wing United 
National Party (UNP) gov- 
ernment which was voted out 
of power last week. 
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COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Denmark is set to return to a 
period of financial rigour and 
controlled public spending af- 
ter two years of expansionist 
policies aimed at relaunching 
the economy, according to 
the 1995 budget proposal pre- 
sented Wednesday by Fi- 
nance Minister Mogens Lyk- 
ketorL 

The budget was presented 
a week ahead of schedule to 
end record turbulence on 
financial markets, unsure of 
the centre-left government’s 
future policies, which led to a 
rise to interest rates. 

"Economic recovery (4.6 
per cent growth this year and 
a forecast three per cent 
growth for 1995) is well- 
rooted in Denmark, proving 
th at our strategy to stimulate 
the economy bore fruit,” Mr. 
Lykketort said. 

But despite this growth, 
the strongest since 1984, the 
budget deficit will stay high in 
1995 at an estimated 453 
billion kroner ($7.46 billion) 
or 4.6 per cent of GNP, down 


slightly from this year's 47.3 
bimon kroner dendf. 

'Die conservative opposi- 
tion led by the Liberal Party 
did not share the govern- 
ment’s optimisim, and calling 
the budget irresponsible. 

‘Tins deficit is too high. It 
should be cot by at least 10 
billion kroner, as otherwise 
there are likely to be mine 
interest rate rises — which 
could scopped stable and last- 
ing economic growth,” said 
former Liberal economy 
minister Anders Rogh Ras- 
mussen. 

Bat Mr. Lykketort insisted 

the government was “on the 
right pa* , and we hope to 
stabilise public spending, ch- 
romate our foreign debt of 
140 billion kroner ($25 bil- 
lion) and reach a balance by 
the year 2000.” 

He said tire public spend- 
ing deficit should drop to 30.4 
billion kroner in 1995, or 33 
per cent of GNP, very close 
to the standard set by the 
third phase of the European 
Union’s economic and 


monetary union, which sets 
public deflate at no more 
than three per cent of GNP. 

hi order to get therCi the 
government coalition of 
Sorial-Democrats, Radicals, 
Centrist- Democrats- and 
Christians has .opted for a 
ti ght financial policy by the 
narrowly controlling public 
spending, which will be cut 
by 13 per cent to avoid the 
economy overheating, a shor- 
tage of manpower and an 
inflationary spiral, with infla- 
tion forecast to be no more 
than 23 per cent in 1995 
against 2.1 per cent a year 
today. 

“We most maintain the ba- 
lance of payments surplus of 
25 billion kroner in 1994 and 
1995, improve oar industrial 
competitiveness and contain 
inflation to around two per 
cent,” the minister said. 

Net public spending will 
amount to 392.58 billion 
kroner($64.8 billion), a drop 
or 4.9 billion kroner com- 
pared to the 1994 budget. 

Nearly half (47 per cent of 


public spending will go on 
pensions, unemployment be- 
nefits, sick pay, public assist- 
ance and bousing aid. 

The social affairs ministry 
has the biggest budget, set at 
99.665 billion kroner, fo). 
lowed by the labour ministry 
(41.2 billion), the interior 
ministry (363 billion), the 
education ministry (24.8 bil- 
lion). and the defence minis- 
try (15.1 billion kroner). 

The cooperation ministry, 
which handles foreign aid, 
rrill get a 400 million kroner 
raise taking its budget to 9.2 

billion. This corresponds to 
one per cent by the country’s 
GNP. 

Repayments of the state’s 
internal and foreign debts 
will cost 60.2 billion kroner. 

The government does not 
intend new taxes to try to 
absorb the budget deficit. 
Fiscal pressure, one of the 
highest in the world, will be 
eased, going from 493 per 
cent of GNP in 1994 to 49.1 
per cent in 1995. 


Russia cuts interest rates despite rouble slide 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
central bank said Wednesday 
h was cutting its three-montn 
refinancing rate to 130 per 
cent from 150 per cent, the 
second rate cut tins month 
and the seventh this year. 

The new rate, which came 
despite die rouble’s foil to 
new all-time lows around 
2,190 to tiie dollar on the 
Russian interbank market, is 
effective immediately, a 
spokeswoman said. 

She said the cut continued 
previous policies and brought 
the central bank rate closer 
into line with money market 
rates, currently around 105 
per cent for three-month 
cash. 

The bank was abo con- 


cerned about nan-payments 
in .every sector of the eco- 
nomy and about felling pro- 
duction, she added. “This is a 
continuation of our existing 
policies.” 

The central bank has lo- 
wered its refinancing rate, 
which is used for some credits 
to commercial banks, in 
stages from 210 per cent fol- 
lowing a steady fell in month- 
ly inflation and in money 
market interest rates. 

The first rate cut was at the 
end of April. 

Under Russia’s methods of 
calculating interest rates die 
new rate is equivalent to just 
over 10 per cent a month, 
twice as much as recent 
monthly inflation rates 


IRRESISTIBLE 

Polished performance 

Pioneer designs. 

Gold & Gems Jewellery. 

^ DAJANl’S 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman. 
Amman Rio de Janeiro 

since 1 988 since 1 975. 


(• 


W.U-MJ 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 26, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This is a good day to follow every 
rale and regulation that applies 
to you, even though some may 
seen unfair and unproductive. 
Despite some sluggishness that 
has set in toward the end of this 
week, you can still accomplish 
your goals. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Morning is fine for studying new 
outlets through which to expand. 
A direct course is the best to 
follow at this time for best re- 
sults. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Use an improved method where 
finances are concerned and gam 
benefits. Take treatments to im- 
prove your appearance and 
vitality. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Come to the right decision con- 
cerning relations with associ- 
ates. Be sure to spend your 
money wisely today so you will 
have some in reserve. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get your tasks com- 
pleted early in the day so you’ll 
have more time for social activi- 
ties later. Use care in motion 
today. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This 
is a time to be calm while going 
after a personal aim. Take con- 
structive steps to improve the 
quality of life for yourself and 
loved ones. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) your are able now to get 
the support of associates in a new 
project you have in mind. Show 
others you have wisdom to hand- 
. le any situation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) State your views to 
associates early in the day and 
come to a fine agreement. Strive 
for increased happiness in your 
personal life. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don’t neglect to 
handle monetary affairs which 
are important to your welfare. 
Don’t take any risks in your life 
at this rime. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to : December 21) Study your 
financial status and find a better 
way to increase your income. Be 
wary of false friends who pretend 
to appreciate you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Obtain important 
information you need at the right 
sources. Maintain a cheerful 


SN: (June 22 to manner at all times today, 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Morning is the best 
lew rJSSE dme to be gregarious and talk to 
are in mouon ^ey persons. Seek the company 

of congenial friends in the 
August 21) This evening. 

PISCES: (Feb^aty 20 to March 
rh*> ^ °° after y° Br personal aims 
r ^ maiSr and get 

yourseii and excellent results. Take no risks 

with your reputation in any form. 

Birthstooe of Angnst: 

Peridot — Golden Quartz 


THE BETTER HALF, 


You know what 
I notice about you'P 
j You're really 
t down to earth! 


By Glasbergen 


She thinks 
Tin dirt! 


around five per cent. 

But economists expect in- 
flation to rise as the year goes 
on because increased second- 
half government spending 
and big credits to ailing farms 
will boost money supply. 

The government has prom- 
ised end-1994 monthly infla- 
tion rates of seven to nine per 
cent. 

Lower money market in- 
terest rates have already had 
an impact on Russia’s tiny 
currency markets, with cus- 
tomers dumping roubles for 
dollars due to lower rouble 
yields. 

Turnover on the Moscow 
interbank currency exchange 
reached a record $165.45 mu- 
lion Wednesday and the cen- 
tral bank sold $20 million 
during the trading session to 
help bridge a big gap between 
supjply and demand. 


Even before the rate cut, 
foreign exchange dealers said 
they expected the rouble to 
fell further in coming days. 

“A rouble surplus persists 
after the credit emission and 
the situation on the currency 
market is panicky. The cen- 
tral bank is trying to brake 
the rouble’s fell, but it does 
not always succeed,” said 
Stanislav Tregub, treasurer at 
Business Bank. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said this 
month the government was 
framing its policy so that 
bank interest rates could be 
between 110 and 120 per cent 
a year by the end of 1994. 

Central bank chairman 
Viktor Gerashschenko, who 
wants to reduce the cost of 
borrowing for stake indus- 
tries, has said the refinancing 
rate may be lowered to 110 
per cent by end-1994. 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY AUGUST 25, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL' TENDENCIES: — others. Show more affection for 
The Taurus Moon squares both your male. . Many benefits can 
Neptune and Uranus in the A.M. come now. 
creating obswsions with the un- UBUA . (Seplcmbcr 23 to Octo- 
nsi^ a ' and the unconventional. l. . 

SE MLr rest, “ s - 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Extend your interests so you can 
gain more profits in the future. 
Be less dem anding of your family 
members: Express happiness.* 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take the right steps to improve 
your financial position. A new 
project needs more study before- 
going ahead with it for best 
results. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Schedule your activities wisely so 
you get maximum use of your 
time. Be sure to use extreme 
caution in motion today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Yon can now understand 
how to improve your financial 
position so don’t waste valuable 
time on trival matters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Go 
after your finest persona] aims 
and you can easily gain them. 
Sidestep a foe who could spoil 
your happiness with your loved 
ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Study your ambitions 
well now and don’t confide in 


Jumble not received 


"others. Show more affection for 
your mate. . Many benefits can 
come now. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Go after personal aims 
with more enthusiasm and effort 
and you can easily gain them. Be 
alert at all times today for 
trouble. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are now able 
to get the backing you need from 
a higher-up for a new project. Be 
sure to keep promises you’ve 
made to friends. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You can nuke 
a good impression on others by 
showing you are honest and de- 
cent. Relax at home tonight with 
close friends and loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be more objective in 
dealing with others where busi- 
ness matters are concerned or 
you could jeopardise your 
security. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be sure to keep the 
promises made to family mem- 
bers. Come to a better acootd 
with a s s o ci ates. Think construc- 
tively about all matters. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Go after your aims in a 
positive manner and get excel- 
lent results. Contact loyal friends 
who can be helpful to you with a 
new assignment. 


THE Daily Crossword by 
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ACROSS 

I Attempt 

S Family member 
9A Baade 
1* Recline 


la Actor Ken 
16 Uncanny 


10 Legal wrong 

19 CerHufy ptarn 
20 Outlook 


24 Gossip 

26 ComempKjiy 
smal 

27 Indiana eager* 
30 Bay window 

32 Tfut s — “ 

33 Pisone entree 
37 — ammonoc 
30 Ruby apmel 
39 Ancle 
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Iran, Turkmenistan launch $7b gas pipeline project! 
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NICOSIA (R) — The presi- 
dents of Iran and Turkmenis- 
tan launched a $7 billion 
project Wednesday to carry 
Turkmen gas via Iran and 
Turkey to Europe in what 
was billed by Tehran as one 
of the world’s biggest energy 
transfer deals. 

Tehran Radio said Iran’s 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
and Saparmurat Niyazov of 
Turkmenistan attended a 
ceremony south of Tehran 
where the first hole was dug 
to the ground. 

Both men hailed the pro- 
ject as a symbol of cooperati- 
no in die strategic region 
stretching from Central Asia 
to the Gulf and Europe. 

“This is one of the biggest 
energy transfer projects in 
the world,” Tehran Radio 


meat to build the pipeline, 
which is by far ban’s biggest 
joint project with Muslim for- 
mer Soviet republics, Tues- 
day. 

It would take six to eight 
years to build and cost $7 
billion. The section in Iran 
would cost $3.5 trillion, half 
of which would be financed 
by Iran, according to Mr. 


Aqazadeh. 
Mr. Rafa 


quoted Iranian Oil Minister 
Gbolamreza Aqazadeh as 


Gholamreza Aqazadeh as 
saying at the ceremony. 

Mr. Rafsanjani and Mr. 
Niyazov signed the agree- 


Mr. Rafasanjani, speaking 
at a con fe rence on Islmic 
unity In Tehran later 
Wednesday, said the pipeline 
was a prime example of Isla- 
mic cooperation, the radio 
said. 

“This great project will 
lead to extensive cooperation 
in the region — and this is 
what world arrogance cannot 
bear,” he said, referring to 
expressed U-S. concern ab- 
out the perceived threat of 
Iran expanding its influence 
in the newly independent re- 
publics of the former Soviet 


Union. 

“I share the (banian) pres- 
ident’s belief that this project 
is very important for solidar- 
ity and unity of nations and 
security and stability of the 
region," die radio quoted 
Mr. Niyazov as saying before 
leaving Tehran for home la- 
ter Wednesday. 

The pipeline is crucial fiwr 
Turianemstan whose tradi- 
tional gas export routes 
through Russia have been 
disrupted since the Soviet 
Union disintegrated in 1991. 

If and when completed, it 
will provide a new source of 
income for Iran in transit fees 
to suppleinent oil revenue 
which has been hit tty weak 
crude oil prices in recent 
years. 


kb. Rafasanjani said ban 
had the technology to build 
pipes of up to three metres 
(10 feet) in diameter for the 
hne. .. i- 


Mr. Aqazadeh said Tues- 
day that the ripetine would 
baw an initial animal capac- 
ity of 15 bilfion cubic metres 
and would be expanded to 28 
billion cubic metres in a 
second phase. 

The transit fiscs and some 
other details of the deal 
would be rjecfcfed in meetings 
over the next few months ofi a 
committee of Ttffkmen, ba- 
nian, Turkish, Russian ' and 
Kazakh officials who wiO 
oversee dm bufldmg of. the 


Turkey in January. 

“Hie pipeline agreement is 
for 25 years and the under- 
standing is that the ownerhsip 
of the section in bait would 
be transferred to us after that 
period,” Mir. Aqazdeh said. 

That section would be 
1,450 kilometres long, he 


said, out of a total length of 
4,000 kilometres. - . ~ 
Tehran Radio said the ■ 
pipeline would enter Iran 
east of the Caspian Sea; pass 
through the dries of Sh&hrud 
and Seaman and bend soufh 
of Tehran towards Tabriz and 
the Turkish border . T 


Shipping lines to raise 
cargo rates to Far East 
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■ The next meeth 


next meeting is set for 


Saudi firm to help 
construct photo-satellite 
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The United States has approved foe participation of a 
Saudi company in a project for the manufacture of a 
photo-satellite, despite the objections of Israel and foe 
CIA. 

The Saudi company joined as an equity investor in foe 
consortium of three companies already working on the 
EYEGLASS satellite. _ 

In return for its investment, the company wQl be 
provided with satellite services. 

The EYEGLASS satellite can view objects as small as 
one metre. 

The U.S. Army and the CXA opposed a Saudi role in foe 
project, but the U.S. Commerce Department supported its 
participation, finally approving foe company’s investment 
— Jerusalem Post 


LONDON (R) — Following are foe buy* 
rates for leading world currencies and go 
dollar at midsesston on the London Foreign 
bullion markets Wednesday. 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Thirteen shipping tines oper- 
ating between, foe Gulf and 
the Far East are to hike 
freight rates by more than 12 
per cent to recoup losses 
caused by a recent price war, 
shipping sources said 
Wednesday. . 

It will be the third freight 
increase nrneaiiy a year as 
previous hikes faded to offset 
a decline in rates, the sources 
said. 

. : shipping sources attributed 
the deefine in cargo prices to 
growing competition among 
shipping lines serving be- 
tween toe two rqgkms. 

“Most shipping lines are 
undercutting each others and 
new small companies are en- 
tering. the service on this 
route,” one source said. 
"This has kept prices at very 
low levels ana many com- ' 
parties now expect profits to 
be sharply lower. They had 
no alternative but .to raise 
rates to avert more losses. It 
is not a risk but a stabilisation 
of rates.” 

Japan wiD not be included 
in the price increases as ship- 
png companies are still mak- 
ing profits dne to the surge in 
the yen against the. U.S. dol- 
lar. 

“We have a system called 
the Currency Adjustment 
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Swiss francs 
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Factor (CAF). The rise in the 
yen in CAF has offset the 


One ounce of goU S382.15/3824S 


yen in CAP has offset the 
decline in rates on cargo to 
and from Japan,” a shipping 
source in foe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) told AFP. 

The new rise to take effect 
on Oct. 1 was set as $150 a 
20-foot container and $300 
per a 40-foot container. 

Rates currently range be- 
tween $1,200 and $U300 per 
20-foot containers and don- 
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ble that sum per 40-foot con- 
tainers. A couple of years ago 
they were as high as $1,500 
and $1,600 per small contain- 
ers and double for big cop- 
taioers. . 

The sources said the new 
increases would have a little 
effect on prices of goods com- 
ing from the Far Eaat,- 


up for the decline m me past 
three years. 

Routes between the Far 
East and ports in Iran and the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the UAE — will 
be affected. 

The Far East is a key com- 
mercial partner of the regin, 
with a two-way trade exceed-, 
ing $30 billion a year. With 
the inclusion of Japan, trade 
could reach over $70 billion a 
year. 

The freight hike was 
announced by 13 shipping 
lines operating in the od-rijfo 
region, including the United 
Arab Shipping Company, 
which is owned by the gov- 
ernments of five GCC coup- 
tries. Other fines include 
Maersk, Cho Yang, DBRA- 
Senator, American President 
Lines, Sealand, NYR and 
WHheinien lines. . „ 

In a statement issued late 
Tuesday, the companies said 
they saw “a strong need to 
restore rates” in order “to 
continue offering efficient 
services to the trade amid 
serious rate deterioration in 
general.” 

Shipping executives said 
there was no plans to raise 
rates on services to and from 
the United States and 
Europe, as there was almost 
no competition on those 
routes. 

... .“Services "between foe re- 
gion and Europe and the 
Americas are mono orga- 
nised than those with Asia. 

“Rates axe registered 
periodically with the author- 
ities there and observed .by 
the operating companies/’ a 
shipping source said. “This 


e in the past 


shipping source said. ‘‘This 
means foe shipping line can 
undercut another. 


Kenya says i 
grain imports; 
ban is war 
against West 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenyan 
authorities said Wednesday 
that a six-month ban imposed 
on grain imports was a pro- 
tectionist measure against 
dumping of cereals by the 
West. 


“The Kenyan fanner has 
been affected badly by heavy 
dumping from the interna- 
tional powers. We have to 
fight back,” said Simeon 
Nyachae, agriculture and 
marketing minister. 


Mr. Nyachae told a news 
conference the government 
had also acted to curb ram- 
pant cheating by private im- 
porters who brought in grains 
at subsidised costs but sold at 
domestic market value. 

He said private importers 
— mainly millers — held 4.0 
million Kilogramme bags of 
maize compared to the 4.2 
million bags held by state-run 
National Cereals and Pro- 
duce Board (NCPB). 

Independent agricultural 
economists pointed to im- 
ported sugar, bought at a 
total cost of $122 per tonne 
and sold at a wholesale price 
of $662 per tonne in the 
capita] Nairobi. 

Mr. Nyachae said that the 
ban did not affect cross- 
border trade involving neigh- 
bours Uganda and Tanzania 
and that importers who had 
already signed contracts or 
whose oonrigaements were at 
sea would be allowed io 
offload their goods. - 

Kenyans have increased 
their wheat and maize im- 
ports in the last several yeate 
owing to prolonged drought, 
Mr. Nyachae said. 


Mr. Nyachae suspended all 
imports of maize and wheat 
except humanitarian supplies 
On Aug. 12 to protect local 
farmers. • ; 

At tint time Mr. Nyachae 
alro refused to rescind a vari- 
able tax cm imported com- 
modities such as maize and 
wheat announced in June arid 
opposed by some countries 
fodnding the United States. 
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Foster, Harris win golds for England 


VICTORIA, British Col- 
fimbia (AP) — Mark Foster 
and Martin Harris won more 
gold medals for England and 
Dgayon Loader collected one 
for New Zealand Tuesday as 
Australian swimmers were 
restricted to three wins at the 
Commonwealth Games. 

* Foster triumphed in the 
50-metre freestyle, Harris 
won the 100 backstroke and 
Loader was first in the 200 
butterfly to take his personal 
tofal in the pool to one gold, 
two Silvers and a bronze. 

; For Australia, EHi Overton 
added the 200 medley gold to 
hef 400 title, Stacey Gartell 
tipSet countrywomen Hayley 
Lewis in the women’s 800 
freestyle and the women's 
40Q medley relay team 
stormed to an easy victory on 
a games record time. 

I 'That took Australia’s total 
in.;'6wimming events to 18 
golds in 26 finals. England 
has won six and Canadaw and 
New Zealand have one each. 

; .Before the games, some of 
the Australian swimmers had 
predicted they would win ev- 
ery event. 

' In swimming's fastest race, 
Foster appeared to trail Au- 
stralia’s Darren Lange for 
most of the 50 metre but 
■•tftfched first in 23.12 
seconds. L;r.w finished in 
*3‘i3 l.7. - ?e»er Williams 
feckec u- 5cu:h Africa’s 


second swim medal of the 
competition by taking bronze 
in 23.16. Canada didn't finish 
in the top four. 

“It’s the firet time I’ve won 
coming from behind,” Foster 
said. “It was a slower time 
than I expected, slower than 
my heat time. But, obviously, 
the thing was to win.” 

Williams said he hoped his 
performance, allied to Penny 
Heyns* bronze in Monday’s 
100 breaststroke, would take 
some heat off South African 
athletes who have been ac- 
cused of underachieving since 
they were allowed back into 
international sports. 

“Let’s hope that the little 
kids back home will see that 
South African people are 
winning things," he said. 
“For many years sport in 
South Africa was back in 
Grade B and we have re- 
ceived quite a lot of flack 
from people back home for 
not producing the results. 
Bat now it's starting to come 
through. People are winning 
medals. It’s important for the 
kids back home to see that." 

The longest race of the 
night, the women's 800 frees- 
tyle, also produced one of the 
best finishes, with 0.54 of a 
second separating Gartrell 
and Lewis. 

Lewis led for the first half 
of the race but Gaitrefl took 
over and then had to fight off 


her countrywoman in the fin- 
al two lengths. 

Lewis was creeping closer 
and closer on the last few 
metres but ran out of water 
and Gartrell won in 8:30.18. 
Lewis had 8:30.72. 

Canada's Nikki Dryden 
took the bronze in 8:37.70, 
almost seven seconds slower 
than the winner. 

Canada placed second, 
third and fourth in the 200 
individual medley but looked 
up to see they had been 
beaten yet again by an Au- 
stralian. 

Overton, who already had 
a gold, silver and bronze, 
took over the lead m the third 
leg, the breaststroke. She be- 
gan it 0.44 behind defending 
titlist Nancy Sweetnam but 
moved into the freestyle leg 
0i03 ahead of the Canadian. 
She pulled away to win m 
2:15.59. 

Marianne Limpert placed 
second in 2:15.97, Sweetnam 
was third in 2:16.67 and Joan- 
ne Malar fourth in 2:16.67. 

It was even more painful 
for the Canadians because 
Overton’s time was a games 
best, removing - Sweetnam’s 
mark from the record book. 

Loader, wbo had won two 
silvers and a bronze before 
Tuesday’s finals, came up in 
the final length of the 200 
butterfly to snatch victory 
from Australia’s Scott Miller, 


who had led for most of the 
race. 

Loader clocked 1:59.54, 
Miller was 0.16 slower and 
third place James Hickman of 
England timed 2:00.87. 
Again, the Canadians didn't 
make the first four. 

Harris broke the games re- 
cord set by Dewick earlier in 
the day and docked 55.77, 
Dewick had 56.09, 0.20 slow- 
er than his heat time. 

England also took third 
place through 200 titlist 
Adam Ruckwood, who 
clocked 56.62. The Cana- 
dians finished fourth, fifth 
and sixth. 

In the medley relay, Nicole 
Stevenson's backstroke gave 
Australia a slight lead before 
Samantha Riley's breast- 
stroke and Petria Thomas' 
butterfly stretched it to more 
than 10 metres. 

By the time Karen van 
Wirdum touched home in a 
4:07.89, almost three seconds 
faster than Australia's games 
record four years ago, they 
were 15 metres dear. 

England’s Katherine. 
Osher, Marie Hardimann, 
Alexandra Bennett and 
Karen Pickering finished 
second in 4:12.83 and Cana- 
da’s Beth Hazel, Lisa Flood, 
Jessica Amey and Marianne 
Limperet collected the 
bronze in 4:14.04. 
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uperb, but drugs talk dogs England 


ysCTCAl. \ — World 

■number or. * ■.printer Linford 
-voilj-rec r. supreme 
pCsiC-rmnr.ee :n the Common- 
'.vealih Carnes blue ribband 
event or Tuesday. bur the 
sceni c: a aru-is scandal 
i;louded ihe English camp’s 
celebrations. 

Christie mr. second- 
last^ >5 AOrr. t r-c ever of 
< /.9isucs *.t- clir.eh his 23rd 
major sprint :: zlc . 

. . Yet much of the talk at the 
Ccntenniai Stadium centred 
on a reported positive drugs 
test involving an unnamed 
English athlete at the Euro- 
pean championships earlier 
this month." 

• Christie said: “I knew 
there was a good time in me 
after running 9.98 in the 
heats — aitneugb it would 
have been nice to run 9.84! 

“I was surprised at the 
standard here — people ran a 
lot faster than I anticipated.” 
‘The 34-year-oid would not 
discuss the drugs speculation, 
arguing: “I don’t think this is 
tin; time to discuss this thing. 
Let’s discuss the perform- 
ances on the track.” 

English team manager 
Alan Lindop confirmed, 
However, an English athlete 
|iad failed a drugs test but 
gaye no further details. 
r Shot-putter Paul Edwards, 
suffering from a debilitating 
Intestinal problem, admitted 
from his hospital bed in Vic- 
toria that there was a bitch 
with his drugs lest at the 
European championships. 
But he denied he had ever 
talcen banned substances. 

Meanwhile Canada had 


plenty to cheer when home- 
town girl Angela Chalmers 
retained her 3,000m title and. 
world champion Colin Jack- 
son unleashed Welsh celebra- 
tions with a victory in the 
110m hurdles. 

Then the Kenyans pro- 
duced perfect proof of their 
middle-distance strength-in- 
depth — before Australian 
Jane Fleming lost her hep- 
tathlon title by a hairs 
breadth to a complete un- 
known. . 

Christie, fresh from win- 
ning the European title and 
beating America's best, in- 
cluding world record-holder 
Leroy BurreJL was never 
threatened after the halfway 
mark. 

But his major rivals — 
200m -world record-holder 
Frankie Fredericks of Nami-. 
at the_ bia and Nigerian Olapade, 
erari a "Adehiken — both melted" 
away as mystery man Horace 
Dove-Edwin won Sierra 
Leone’s first-ever medal at 
the Games. 

Dove-Edwin, who does not 
have a trainer or an agent, 
wept as he stepped onto the 
podium to receive his medal. 
Bronze went to Jamaican 
Michael Green. 

Edwards, Britain's best 
shot-putter for six years, later 
stressed be had never taken 
drugs but added: “I have no 
notification of a failed drugs 
test but I was told yesterday 
something was wrong with 
my test, in Helsinki.” 

The news shook English 
morale — especially after 
200m sprinter Solomon War- 
iso missed the 1 European and 


Commonwealth events after 
he testedpositive for a stimu- 
lant in Finland. 

Jackson lifted some of the 
gloom, with raining partner 
and former school mend Paul 
Gray adding the bronze for 
Wales and Tony Jarrett. Eng- 
land’s world silver medallist, 
coming second. 

Jackson, who won in 13.06 
despite being hit in the eye by 
a wood chipping in the semi- 
finals, joked Gray was so lazy 
that “we have to drag him 
everywhere to make sure he 
rains." 

And he also had words of 
consolation for Jarrett, per- 
petually in Jackson’s shadow. 

“Tony is a great hurdler. 
It’s frustrating for him, being 
around at the same time as 
me. 

‘*He - ke^'-p^Sng’ me’ in 
the ribs and IsPfP catch ' me- 
out one day.” 

The crowd’s heroine of the 
day, reigning champion Chal- 
mers, showed the Kenyans 
how to run from the front 
after catching Eunice Sagero 
in the 3,000m and then blast- 
ing away to win in a games 
record of 8mm 32.17secs. 

Chalmers, who also won 
the 1,500m in Auckland, 
went to embrace her Sioux 
mother in the crowd and said: 
“I will probably give her the 
medal. She has most of my 
other ones already. 

“I was a little bit worried 
about the Kenyans but I man- 
aged to stay relaxed when 
they attacked early.” 

The Kenyans, who left 
their men’s world and Olym- 


pic champions at home, 
quickly learnt their lesson. 

England's European cham- 
pion Du’aine Lade jo was the 
loser in the 400m, as mystery 
man Charles Gi tonga, not 
even mentioned in the Ke- 
nyan squad handbook, pro- 
duced a personal best to take 
gold in 45.00secs. 

Johnstone Kipkoech and 
Gedion Chirchir won gold 
and silver in the 3,000m stee- 
plechase — even though 
Keyna arrived in Victoria 
without their top nine stee- 
plechasers. 

There were no shocks in 
the women’s 100m race, 
Mary Onyafi of Nigeria win- 
ning in 11.06secs, with com- 
patriot Christy Opara- 
Tbompson second, while Au- 
stralian Cathy Freeman saw 
‘ ’ off Nigerian 400m title holder 
■ Fatima Yusuf to win in 
50.38secs. 

The day ended with a huge 
heptathlon surprise, when 
England’s unheralded Denise 
Lewis put together three per- 
sonal bests in the javelin, 
shot put and 800m to pip 
Australian title holder Jane 
Fleming by just eight points. 

Lewis, who ended with 
6,325 points, could afford to 
lose the final 800m run by 
fivel seconds and scraped in 
with less than a second to 
spare. 

She said: “I used to chick- 
en out in the 800m and run 
and hide. But my coach told 
me to ran my heart out — I 
ran my heart out, and I ran 
my legs and everything else 
off as well.” 


Borrowed rifle proves lucky for shooter 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Chris 
Hector won England's first 
shooting gold medal of the 
Commonwealth Games on- 
Tuesday, shaking off a virus 
infection and using a bor- 
rowed rifle. 

The 26-year-old led all the 
way in winning the individual 
qir rifle event at Heal’s 
Range ahead of Canadian 
favourite Jean-Francois 
Senecal and team-mate Nigel 
Wallace, who lent him nis 
spare weapons. 

“I feel absolutely bril- 
liant.” Hector said after 
■finishing with a score of 


685.9, including 98.9 in the 
eight-man, 10-sbot final. 

Veteran Quebec marks- 
man Senecal, who with part- 
ner Wayne Sorfesen won the 
air rifle team title on Friday, 
ended with 683 and Wallace 
was three points behind. 

Hector shook off a flu 
virus which bad left him 
“pretty sick” until late Mon- 
day and adjusted successfully 
to a strange weapon, 

“I felt really congested up 
when I. woke in the morn- 
ing,” he said. “My girl friend 
is having the same infection 
and we were both thumping 
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M three no trump described a bal- 
amed hand with a five-card heart 
>ou and the values for game, either 
in the soil or bo trump. 

West led a low diamond and 
East’s queen won. Declarer held up 
again when East continued with the 
king of diamonds. A diamond con- 
tinuation probably would have dr- 
contract (declarer can 

snn the six men «*»»'**' 

that requires perm.. _5^eading), 
but East decided to mafce'uae of 
being in hand for what might be the 
lost time to shift to a heart. 

The queen of hearts lost » the 
king and West reverted to a dia- 
mond. It seemed then w*s no way 
for declarer to set up and establish 
the heart suit, since there was only 
■>ni? ectiy to dummy and to force a 
entry would give the defend- 
er-. at least five tricks. However. Le- 
c>el fihnwed that one entry w&i all 
that was needed- On the ace of dia- 
monds be discarded the ace of 
hearts from hand] 

Now it was a simple nutter to 
continue with the ten of hearts, 
forcing out the jack- With the ooe of 
clubs as on entry and suits breaking 
normally declarer had tricks to 
burn 


each other on the backs.” 

“And I had to borrow 
Nigel’s spare rifle because my 
own weapon was not work- 
ing,” said Hector, who works 
for his father’s office furni- 
ture business. 

“It is not easy to adjust to a 
different rifle,” he said. “I 
had to change my balance 
and trigger pressure.” 

That Hector, whose rifle 
malfunctioned two days ago, 
and Wallace are both roughly 
of the same build helped. The 
rifles are made to suit an 
individual's physique. 

Wallace, 26, a British Tele- 
com employee, said: “I feel 
really pleased for Chris. I am 
glad my rifle helped.” 

The title had eluded Hec- 
tor in two pairs events that 
produced a silver and a 
bronze for England. 

His individual gold was the 
first ou the shooting range 
here for the fancied English 
marksmen. 

“It has been a long wait but 
it was worth it," said John 
white, the English rifle 
coach. “Chris was terrific, he 
was very calm and very good, 
I was more tense than him.” 

Australia and Scotland 
split the remaining two gold 
medals of Tuesday. 

Christine Trefry, a compu- 
ter operator from Alice 
Springs, shot down the 
women's sport pistol title for 
her third gold medal of the 
games. 

Trefry: 39, shot a score of 
679-4 points, including five 
shots tii at earned her 10-plus 
points in the eight-woman, 
10 -shot final. 

Her compatriot Annette 
Woodward, 46, with whom 
she paired to win two team 
golds, was overtaken in the 
final by England’s Margaret 


Thomas, who landed the sil- 
ver after a neck-and-neck 
race. 

Thomas finished with 675 
points, just a point ahead of 
Woodward, who had led by 
two points going into the 
final. 

The London-based shooter 
is staging a comeback after a 
two-year layoff with an arm 
injury which required 
surgery. 

She suffered another injury 
digging potatos in a kitchen 
garden on her way to recov- 
ery. “I went ape," said Tom 
Redhead, the England pistol 
coach. “We had to rush to get 
her through the trials and 
bring her here. But she is 
getting stronger and stron- 
ger.” 

Woodward, a Melbourne 
housewife who is taking part 
in both the team and indi- 
vidual pistol events, blamed 
fatigue for her losing out on 
die silver. 

“I was just exhausted,” she 
said, and Australian coach 
Alex Taransky was under- 
standing. He said: “Some- 
times you can get the edges 
and some days you can round 
them off. We are disappointed 
for her but she has a lot of 
good shooting still left.” 

Shirely McIntosh, a 29- 
year-old accountant from 
Edinburgh, won Scotland's 
first shooting gold when she 
pocketed the women's prone, 
standard-bore rifle title with 
a score of 586. 

Silver went to Sylvia Pur- 
dee of Australia and the 
bronze was bagged by McIn- 
tosh's team-mate Trida Lit- 
tlechild, both of whom 
finished with 585. Purdee 
won out on the tiebreaker, 
based on the last 10 shots. 
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Alex Pedersen from De nmar k drinks water as he hi action to 
win the men's am a teur road race at the Cycling World 
Championships (AFP photo) 

Dane takes gold in 
men’s road race 

.planned to retire next year, 
but now that I'm the world 
champion I would co n t inu e 
for another season. But I 
plan to race mostly in De- 
nmark,” the. 1994 world 
champion said. 

The top five finishers were 
in a group of 13 who fled 
from the pack at nud-couise. 
.* They broke away in the last 
lap, with 12.3 kilometres left, 
and held a narrow advantage 
over the closest purs u ers. 


CAPO D’ORLANDO, Sicily 
(AP) — Alex Pedersen of 
Denmark won a five-way 
sprint Tuesday to capture the 
amateur road race title in a 
triumphant day for Scandina- 
vian countries at the World 
Cycling Championships. 

Pedersen’s victory added 
to Monica Valvik’s success in 
the earlier individual 
women’s race, which gave 
Norway the first world tide in 
road events. 

Pedersen beat Slovak 
Milan Dvoisdk and French- 
man Cristopbe Mengin, who 
took silver and bronze re- 
spectively. 

Italy’s Gianluca Pianegon- 
da arid another Frenchman, 
Sebastien Medan, settled for 
fourth and fifth place, in (be 
same time as the winner, . but 
out of medals range. . 

The 27-year-old Dane took 
the opponents by surprise 
sprinting 200 metres from the 
finish line. He piled up a lead 
of a few metres ana with- 
stood the strong comeback of 
Dvorsdk and Mengin. 

Poland's Kazunierz Stafiej 
edged Germany's Tobias 
Stembauser for sixth place, 
21 seconds behind the win- 
ner. 

The large group, including 
1993 champion Jan Ullrich of 
Germany, had a gap of 58 
seconds at the finish in this 
resort along the northern 
coast of Sicily. 

Pedersen, who regained an 
amateur status following an 
unimpressive four-year pro- 
fessional ran, completed 
185.1 kilometre-race in four 
hoots, 24 minutes, 38 seconds 
at an average speed of 44.764 
kpb. 

The Dane, who earned his 
country the third world 
amateur tide in 25 years, said 
bis successful tactic was to 
keep the speed Hi g h during in 
the final kilometres, and to 
come from behind for the 
sprint. 

“In really wanted to win a 
world championship before 
retirement. It happened to- 
day, Tm happy,” Pedersen 
said. 

Pedersen said he gave up 
professional races and re- 
joined amateur events fol- 
lowing heart problems, which 
put his career at risk. 

“Now the problems are 
over, my heart is good. I also 
discontinued medicines. I 


The race, held in sunny 
weather with temperatures or 
32 degrees Celsius, was mar- 
red by seve ral sp ills. 

Dennis BRETT of Austra- 
lia feD d u ring the third lap 
and was hospitalised with 
chest bruises. 

Colotnbian-bont American 
FYed’'Rbdjrigtfi& suffered a 
possible collarbone fracture 
but refused hospitalisation, 
organisers repeated. 

u die women’s road race 
Vatvik beat Belgium’s Patsy 
Maegerman and Jeanne 
Golay of the United States. 

Valvik, 23, won the group 
sprint with ease, crossing the 
finish line with her arms 
raised as her opponents 
straggled behind. 

Tm good in nmits bnt I 
did not expect mis victory. 
I'm so lucky to wear tins 
jersey today,” the jubilant 
Norwegian said after wearing 
the rainbow jersey. 

Golay, a 32-year-old veter- 
an cyclist, settled for third 
place, winning her second 
bronze in three days. 

She was in the American 
quartet who placed third in 
Sunday’s 50-kilometre team 
time trial at Palermo. 

Valvik, who lives with her 
4-year-old daughter at Skien, 
50 kilometres from Oslo, said 
the biggest win in her career 
“may help to make my name 
known in Norway... and to 
get a place in a good, profes- 
sional team next season.” . 

Tm so happy today, it's 
an unbelievable victory,” she 
added. 

The winner completed 
seven ferns or a total distance 
of 86.39 kflometres in two 
hours, 8 minutes and 3 
seconds, at an average speed 
of 40.475 kph. 

Other top finishers in- 
cluded Russian Fatkulina, 
fourth, and Italy’s Chiappa, 
fifth. 


Appeal rejection 



VICTORIA (AFP) — 
Another disputed boxing de- 
cision against a black African 
fighter could lead to an Afri- 
can walk-out at the Common- 
wealth Games, the chairman 
of the Nigerian Boxing Asso- 
ciation warned on Tuesday. 

Frank Okonta said some 
boxing team officials from- 
African countries were so in- 
censed that the appeal of 
Tanzania's MbwanaMatumla 
was turned down, that they 
believed “they should leave 
right now.” 

Tanzanian - general team 
manager Jamal' Nassor -Adi 
lodged -a protest after 
flyweight Matumla was 
beaten 11-8 on points by 
Scotland's Paul Shepherd on 
Monday. 

Adi charged that racial bias 
against black fighters was at 
the root of the decision. • 

On Tuesday, shortly after 
featherweight Hassau 
Matumla assured himself of a 
medal by reaching the semi- 
finals, national coach Looken 
Swai said racial discrimina- 
tion was rife. 

“This has spoiled the Com- 
monwealth Games for me,” 
said Swai, who charged that 
white referees were- some- 
times working in pairs against 
black fighters. 

Frank . Hendry, chairman 
of the International Amateur 


Boxing Association (AIBAj 
jury, of appeal* that the fer 
quirements of ^ “neutrality [ind 
continental represen tation” 
weie observed in foe Mbwa- 
na Matumla bout. .j 

He said all foe others were 
amHaiiy unbiased, addfag: 
“These "are the friendhf 
games and not racist at all..* 

But Okonta believed fights 
were fixed. . . 

r 

“We are extremely disf 
satisfied with the results, of 
the fights. We think they ^are 
biased against African fight- 
ers. 

“Another bad decision 
could spark off a boycott. 
There could be a time when 
we will all boycott the 
games.” : : 

Hassan Snnderani, the 
sports chairman-of the boxing 
venue, said foe AIBA were 
right to turn down : the 
appeal. 

“This is a fair victory he 
said. “We have complete 
confidence and faith in the 
AIBA jury of appeal and I 
think they are doing a great 
job.” 

African countries led a 32- 
nation boycott of the 1986 
Commonwealth Games in 
Edinburgh over British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
refusal to impose economic 
sanctions on South African 


Swan hopes for gold 


VICTORIA (AFP) — James 
Swan honoured the memory 
of his late grandmother by 
assuring himself and Austra- 
lia a Commonwealth Games 
boxing medal here on Tues- 
day. 

; The unemployed abor- 
igine, who took, up fighting 
after being bullied at school, 
beat Guyana's Hugo Lewis 
19-18 to reach the feath- 
erweight semi-final. 

. “I’m fighting for foe mem- 
ory of my late grandmother 
Amy, ’’.said Swan. And my 
grandfather Monty had a 
stroke in 1992 and I want him 
to go to heaven contented. 
Hopefully I will go bade with 
the gold medaL” 

Swan, at just 5ft 4in 
(163cm), is small for a feafa- . 
erweight ■ and- -has -to- -con-* 
tinually puncfi upwards and. 
get close 4o his opponent. 

He now fights 19-year-old 
Canadian Casey Patton in 
Thursday’s semi-finals. 

Nprthem Ireland’s fight- 
welterweight Mark Winters 
prevented South Africa from 
winning their first boxing 
medal in 36 years. Winters, _ 


who was -picked, then drop- 
ped from the Olympics after 
a complicated mix-up of 
dates, thrashed Stephan us 
Carr 19-5. 

And Winters promised* 
“There’s better to come.- I.'ift 
still not myself.'’ 

Johannesburg hosts the 
World Amateur Cham- 
pionships in October - and 
national coach Dan Bushney 
is eager to have a Common- 
wealth medallist on show. 

But fight-flyweight Masi 7 
bulele Makepuia, who fights 
India’s Birju Sah on Wednev 
day, is now Bush Bey’s last 
hope. 

New Zealand's Trevor 
Shailer faces Winter fofiow? 
mg his 12-8 beating of-Tcra- 
gak.Frand5co Kiyalu. » 

Jpmes Webb ,-,26, assured 
hkytjiem Ireland of a second 
medal when he ousted Aar 
stralia's Sean Connell m. a 
fight-middleweight contest. 

Webb said afterwards: r‘T 
Have done my homework .: & 
normally fight on the inside, 
but I had to fight at distance-. 
I knew if I did that, I would 
win." . - . - • 


Maradona banned 
for 15 months 


ZURICH (R) — Diego 
Maradona was banned from 
soccer for 15 months by FIFA 
on Wednesday for ' taking a 
cocktail of performance- 
enhancing drags at the world 
cup finals. • 

Maradona, who tested 
positive for five stimulants 
after a first-round match 
against Nigeria on June 25, 
was also fined 20,000 Swiss 
Francs ($15,000). 

The Argentine. Football 
Association (AFA) was given 
a caution, and Danieie Serri- 
ni, a medical consultant with 
the team at the World Cup 
and held partly responsible 
for Maradona's positive test, 
received the same punish- 
ment as the player. 

The International Football 
Federation refused to make 
any formal statement about 
bow they readied their deci- 
sion and the level of the 
punishment until they had 
sent a written judgeir. -nt to 
Maradona and the A> A. 

The suspension is the same 


as Maradona received ■ for 
testing positive for cocaine in 
Italy in .1991, and probably 
means the end of the 33-year- 
old’s playing career. 

With the ban running from 
June 30, 1994 to Sept.- 29, 
1995, Maradona wUl be 34 
and 11 months when it ex- 
pires. • 

The Argentine captain, 
who graced his country 1 by 
leading them to World Cup 
goiy in 1986, but who has 
since disgraced them by being 
twice caught using drugs, had 
been due to play a record 
22nd game in the World Cup 
finals the day he was sus- 
pended. • 

FIFA press officer Guido 
Tognoni said: “We do not 
want to destroy him for; bis 
actions. But it was always 
■said we should deal with this 
Case without keeping in mind- 
he was Mara dona. This case 
shows FIFA is a credible 
organisation with credible 
doping tests.” 


Almsick ready for Rome championships 


BERLIN (R) — Franziska 
van Almsick, Germany’s six- 
time European swimming 
gold medallist, said on Tues- 
day she is ready for next 
month’s world cham- 
pionships in Rome but would 
not predict any world records 
for herself. 

The 16-year-old van 
Almsick told the Berlin forc- 
ing journalists club the com- 
petition has increased con- 
siderably since she won two 
silver medals and two bronze 
medals at the 1992 Olympics 
in Barcelona. 

“I had a very successful 
training camp in Mexico and 
the training continues to 
progress very well,” she said 
of her recent 80-km per week 
training regimen. 

:! 7 can’: say if I'll be swim- 
ming any world records or 
not. I'll just have to give my 
best and see what happens.” 

Van Almsick said she ex- 
pects the main opposition to 
come from the United States 
and Australia as well as from 
China at the championships 


that begin on September 1 in 
Rome. 

She said she was duly im- 
pressed with the Chinese 
swimmers but declined to be 
drawn into a discussion about 
whether they, have been 
doped, as has been suggested 
in some medial reports. 

“I actually do not want to 
comment about doping be- 
cause it is my view that as 
long as no one can prove that 
the Chinese are doping, then' 
no one can condemn them”’ 
she said.' 

“They are quite simply 
putting forth good perform- 
ances and no one can prove 
they're doped. Their swim- 
ming times are just super.” 

She said she plans to com- 
pete in foe 50, 100 and 200- 
metre freestyle events in 
Rome as well as foe 100- 
raetre butterfly. She will also 
be part of perhaps three relay 
teams. 

Her favourite distance is 
the 200-metre freestyle and 
van Almsick admitted she 


was slightly frustrated not to 
have equalled her best time 
of 1-57.90 set at the Barcelo- 
na Olympics two years ago. 
Tbe world record for foe 200 
is 1.57:55, held by Heiki 
Frederick of foe former East 
Germany. 

“I really want to swim a 
time of 1 -57-something again 
tins year simply because I 
swam undeT 1.58 two yean 
ago and haven't since then,” 
she said. “That’s actually my 
biggest goal at the moment.” 

She said she was confident 
she could match her best time 
for foe distance “but I hope I 
can swim 


A native of East Berlin and 
the last swimmer to come out 
of East Germany's produc- 
tion line of sporting talent 
before the star-making 
machine broke down after 
the Berlin wall fell, van 
Almsick has become one of 
Germany’s best-known 
media stars. 

Berlin tabloids have re- 
ported she earns 10 mflfion 



marks ($6.52 million) from 
advertising contracts, but-van 
Almsick simply -shrugs her 
shoulders when asked about 
that: “Don’t know,’” she 
said. “1 really don’t have^a 

due.” • ~ 

She still lives .a t home' with 
her parents in a small Berfm 
flat and divides her day at 
school and in the swi mming 
pool. . ; * c ‘ 

Van Almsick said she is 

planning to spend three 
months as a guek student to. 
the United States from 
November, primarily to im- : 
prove her English. _ . 

“Fve long waited to go to 
America in order to U^ern 
English,” she sakL; 'Tve 
been taking English for^be 
last three years at sdnol.‘ 
English is the language 
spoken at international 
meets. 

“Even though I can under- 
stand a lot of wfeat other 
swtmers are saying, it’s terr- 
ibly crabarassmg dwt Ictoft 
say anything .myself." 
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Blackburn blank Liecester, 
■- Leeds beat Ars enal 


LONDON tR) — Chris Sut- 
toaaid Alan Shearer showed 
^tjy Blackburn boss Kearny 
Dajgfish splashed oot 83 nril- 
gonjjottiHfe ($12.90 million) 
CH them with a brilliant dis- 
play m a 3-0 home victory 
over Leicester in die En gfich 
Premier League on Tuesday. 

The two strikers, playing 
together for only the second 
t«ne, scored once each and 
wen: also involved in the 
third. ' 

Arsenal, rated potential 
contenders for tbe title, suf- 
fered a surprising defeat 
when goalkeeper Dave Sea- 
man wondered away a goal in 
the 89tb minute of a 1-0 loss 
to Leeds. 

Btackbom, second to Man- 
chester United last season, 
started in a mood which 
threatened to sweep the 
promoted Leicester side 
away, with Sutton promin- 
ent 

Tbe former Norwich man, 
21, converted a pass from 
Shearer in the 19th minute 
with a drive from six metres 
that left goalkeeper Gavin 
Ward -powerless. 

Leicester fought bade un- 
avafringjy before Blackburn 
regained their earlier domi- 
nance with a 59th minute 


A cross to tbe far post set 
ttp a firm header from Sutton 
which Shearer touched be- 
fore Norwegian Henning 


Berg helped the ball over the 
fine. 

. Shearer’s late goal came on 
a rebound. 

At Leeds, England keeper 
Seaman handed T a l ast - 
rasp victory — in front of 
England coach Terry Ven- 
ables. 

Seaman allowed a specula- 
tive 35-yard drive from sub- 
stitute Noel Whelan to 
squeeze past him with under 
two minutes r emaining 

Arsenal's Ian Wright had 
previously looked the mr^ 
likely to break tbe deadlock 
but was foiled twice by for- 
mer Arsenal keeper John 
Lnlac. 

In the other game on tbe 
Premier League programme. 
Midfielder Simon Milton, cm 
his 3 1st birthday, equalled bis 
entire league goal output for 
last season with tbe 61st mi- 
nute equaliser for Ipswich 
against Wimbledon. 

Wimbledon seemed to be 
coasting towards victory 
courtesy of Dean Hol6 
sworth's pile-driver when 
Milton punished a defensive 
error. 

Chris Kiwomya’s flick con- 
fused tbe Wimbledon de- 
fence and Scott Fitzgerald 
miskicked in attempting to 
dear, but only deflected tbe 
ban into the path of Milton 
who beat Hans Segers from 
eight yards. 


Aberdeen crash 
out to Latvia 

LONDON (R) — Aberdeen, ' Wales on Wednesday, when 
European Cop Winners’ Cap tbe second legs of the right 
c hampions in 1983, crashed European Cup preliminary 


out of the UEFA Cup to round ties are also played, 
Shonto Riga of Latvia in a along with two in the Cup 
major upset of tbe prdimi n- Winners’ Cup. 
ary round on Tuesday. GKS Katowice of Poland 

The Scottish side, held ‘ were tbe biggest scorers cm 
00 away in die first leg two tbe night, 6-0 against Inter 
weeks ago, could only draw Cardiff of Wales for a 8-0 
1-1 at borne, going out on the aggregate. Krzysztof Marie- 
away goals nne on their most jewski and Krzysztof Walc- 
bunriHating night in Euro- zak both scored twice, 
pean competition. Their fellow Poles Gorrrik 

They were 1-0 down until Zabrze also completed a 8-0 
the 90th minute when mid- aggregate victory over Sham- 
fielder Pant Kane equalised rock Rovers of Ireland, win- 
after strifcerAtexei Semonev rung 1-0 in Dublin with a 
bad put the Latvian cfaam- second half goal by Henry 
pious,' demed a place in tbe Balnszynski after a 7-0 romp 


revamped European ( 
stead 10 minutes into 
second half. 


at home two weeks ago. 

Rosenborg of Norway beat 
Luxembourg's 


Levsld Sofia, who only last Grevenmacher 641 for a 8-1 


season efimmated Glasgow 
Rangers in tbe first round of 
tbe European Cup, also went 
red to Slovenia’s SCT Olim- 
pija, who beat the Bulgarians 
2-1 away for a 5-3 aggregate 
victory. 

Stanimir Stoflov scored in 


aggregate triumph. Roar 
Strand and Harald Brattbak 
both scoring twice. 

Fenerbahce and Mother- 
well both scored seven goals 
all told. The Turks beat 
Touran of Azerbaijan 2-0 
away after winning tbe first 


tbe second minute to put leg 5-0. The Scots won 4-1 
LevsJd level on aggregate at away to Havnar Boltfelag on 
3-3. With two awav goals tbe Faroe Islands following a 


3-3. With two away goals 
from die first leg Levski must 
have fancied their chances of 
a place in die first round 
proper. 

But Qlimpija hit back 
through Dora Novak in tbe 
24th minute and made sure of 


tbe Faroe Islands following a 
3-0 victory at home. 

Hfi?enuans of Malta won 
an exciting borne leg against 
Dinamo Mins of Belarus 4-3 
after extra time, but were 
eliminated 6-5 on aggregate. 

The Czech Republic’s Slo- 


the-tie with an 89th minute van Bratislava, who won the 


wmner from Milan Paulin. 

_ But other Minnow nations 
in the expanded UEFA Cup 


Cup Winners* Cup in 1969 as 
a Czecfasolovak team, went 
through comfortably against 


found the going against some Portadown of Northern Ire- 
bigger European names too land, winning the second leg 
tough, with several on the 3-0 at home for a 5-0 aggre- 
reeriving end of big scores as gate victory. 


26 of the 28 ties were com- 
pleted. 


FC Copenhagen, who lost 
tbe first teg 1-0 at home. 


Akranes of Iceland are at crashed FC Jazz of Finland 
home:' to Bangor City of 4-0 away. 



A1 Faisali on their way 
to the Federation Shield 


By Akeo Bauayn 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Faisali 
have again reached tbe fin- 
al of one of tbe Kingdom’s 
four annual soccer com- 
petitions, and will add 
another record to their 
already long list of achieve- 
ments if they win their final 
match of the Federation 
Shield Friday evening. 

Al Wihdat, AJ Faisali 
and Al Ramtha have all 

won tbe title, three times 
each. Therefore, Al Faisa- 
ti's win would set a new 
record in the competition 
reserved for first division 
teams only. 7 

A! Faisali reached the" 
final after eliminating all- 
time rival Al Wihdat 2-1 
in tbe semifinal Tuesday. 
Star striker Jiiyes Tadros 
and team captain Jamal 


Abu Abed scored for Al 
Faisali, while Jihad Abdul 
Mun'em scored Al 
Wibdat's sole goal in the 
final minutes of the match 
attended by over 22,000 
fans. 

Tbe other finalist will be 
either Al Hussein, seeking 
their first title, or Al 
Jazireh, pursuing their 
third. 

Al Jazireh reached the 
semifinal after crushing Al 
Karmel 4-0. Al Hussein 
advanced after eliminating 
Al Qadsssich 7-6 by penally 
ticks. 

Al Hussein have not won 
a major title for years. 
Their best achievement was 
finishing second in the first 
division in 1990 and 1992. 
and in the Federation 
Shield in 1987 and 1990. 

Al Jazireh won the first 
Federation Shield title in 
1981 by overcoming Al 

Federation shield record 


Wihdat 8-7 by penalty 
kicks. 

They then won the title 
bv overcoming Al Faisali in 
1986, and have not won a 
major title since. 

Al Faisali have mam* 
lamed the most consistent 

form among ihr Kingdom's 
top teams. They won the 
Cup Winner's ‘ Cup this, 
month. In the 1993 season' 
they clinched the first divi- 
sion, the Jordan Cup and 
the Cup Winner’s Cup. In 
1992 they won the shield, 
the Jordan Cup and sthc 
first division and in 1 *N| 
they clinched the Cup Wi:>- 
nere’ Cup and the shield. 

Hence, Al Faisali seem 
well on thier way to adding 
another trophy, esptcially 
after eliminating Al Wihdat 
and Al Ramtha who were 
both eyeing their fourth 
Federation Shield title. 


(Hympique Marseille midfielder Marcel Dib (right) straggles with his Jnventas 
counter- part and former OM captain Duller De- schamps (left) daring their 
'friendly game held at the Velodrome stadium (AFP photo) 


1981 Al Jazireh 1987, 

1982 AJ Wihdat 1988. 

1983 Al Wihdat 1989. 

1984 Amman 1990. 

1985 Amman 1991 . 

1986 Al Jazireh 1992. 


. Al Faisali 
. Al Wihdat 
Al Ramtha 
Al Ramtha 
.. Al Faisali 
.. Al F.usali 
Al Ramtha 


Benetton team 
summoned over fire 


PARIS (AFP) — Formula l’s 
world governing body FLA 
summoned the Benetton- 
Ford raring team to appear 
before an extraordinary 
meeting of its World Council 
on September 7, following 
allegations over a fire at the 
German Grand Prix, FIA 
said here Wednesday. 

The team had been sum- 
moned to appear at the 
World Council’s next meet- 
ing on October 19 to explain 
why a filter was tmssmg from 
the refuelling system — but 
FIA president Max Mosley 
wanted the issue dealt with 
sooner. 

Benetton has denied the 
Federation International.de 
1' Automobile (FIA) allega- 
tions that the flash fire at 
Hockenheim last month, 
which engulfed their driver 
Jos . Verstappen and five 
mechanics, was cause d by tbe 
illegal- removal of the filter. 

fcariier this month, after 


studying a report from Inter- 
technique, the French firm 
which provides Grand Prix 
refuelling systems, FIA con- 
cluded the fuel nozzle jam- 
med open because of a “fore- 
ign body” which was “be- 
•lieved to have reached the 
valve because a filter de- 
signed to eliminate this risk 
had been deliberately re- 
moved” against FIA rules. 

Benetton said the fuel filter 
was only introduced during 
this season because other 
teams had problems with de- 
bris, but that Benetton “was 
able to eliminate this prob- 
lem.” 

The fire was pat out in 
seconds. 

Meanwhile, FIA is to hear 
the appeal against Benetton’s 
star driver Michael Schu- 
macher’s two-race ban — 
over a black flag incident at 
die British Grand Prix at 
Silveistone on July 10 — here 
on August 30. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor furnished apartment c on sisting of three 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, two bathrooms, veranda, 
newly furnished and never hired in. Annual rent Location: 
Um Al Summaq, near the Evangelical Lutherian Church. 

Please call tel.: 831007 from 4-7 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

One bedroom, one sitting and dining room, kitchen 
and complete bathroom. Central heating, colour TV 
and washing machine. 

Private entrance and telephone. Near ARAMEX. 

For further details, please call teL 680131 


Untarnished Ground Floor Flat For Rent 

Separate private entrance. Large 4 car garage, two 
terraces, private spacious garden. Master bedroom+3 
bedrooms. Reception room with dining area. Fitted oak 
kitchen. Three bathrooms, storage room. Separate C.H., 
Tel. available. (Newly built no previous occupant). Central 
location: 5th Circle to Wadi Saqra on main street 
Further Inquiries call 683004 between 2-6 pm. 


ACCOUNTANT WANTED 

Must be mature and capable ol working responsibly 
alone. Needs to be qualified in ail accountancy 
principles. Able to budget and use modern compu- 
ter accounting programmes. At least 15 years of 
experience, with minimum 5 years in leading posi- 
tion. 

All resumes should be sent 
no later than 31.8.94, to: 

P.O. Box: 1467, Amman 11953 


PRIVATE TUTOR 


English language private tutor is needed to 
teach a French native residing in Aqaba. 

Please call 03-316128 


'WALL HANGINGS « QUILTS . FRAMES 


Italian federation challenges 
judge over Ravenna case 


INTERNATIONAL 

^ COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khilda, Amman 

Now registering for September 1994 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 
years and we are the only school in Amman to offer 
the full British Curriculum adapted for the Interna- 
tional Community 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support for non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. 
qualified. Music. P.E and Drama are taught by 
specialist right through the school. French and 
Arabic are also offered The school provides a 
pleasant stimulating environment - care is taken to 
meet the needs ot each individual child. Visits 
encouraged 

The school is open every Monday morning, 9 
a.m. - 12 noon, throughout July and August 
Get further details byTel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 


ROME (R) — Italian soccer 
authorities were locked in a 
battle with the juefirial system 
on Wednesday after saying 


their place instead of drop- 
ping to the third division. 

The judge upheld Raven- 
na’s claim because Cosenza 


they would ignore a judge’s, had failed ro meet the soccer 
ruling that relegated Raven- authorities’ own deadline for 


na should be reinstated to tbe 
second division. 

A judge in the Adriatic 
town of Ravenna last 
weekend ordered the federa- 
tion to reinstate the dub to 
the SerieB (second division), 
overturning their relegation 
last season. 

Ravenna said that southern 
club.. Cosenza should be 
thrown out of the league for 
financial irregularities and. 
that -Ravenna should take 


the payment of bade taxes. 

But she also ruled that 
COsenza should retain their 
place in the Serie B because 
the dub have now settled 
their arrears. 

Tbe unusual and compli- 
cated ruling left an extra club 
in the second division and 
meant fixtures would have to 
be rewritten. 
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On August 25-29 
Closed on Friday 
From 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
Tel <SS6872,Jahal Weibdeh 


LEATHER HANDBAGS a S0AP m DOLLS 


No more sex test for women athletes 


VICTORIA, Canada (AFP) 
—The 15th Commonwealth 
Games are the first major 
international multi-sport 
even to drop gender testing 
for women, and now 
women’s groups are pus hin g 
for- the Olympics to do the 
same. 

-“The test is harassment of 
females,” and Marg McGre- 
gor, executive director of the 
Canadian Association for the 
Advancement of Women and 
Sport 

The group has pushed for 
an end to sex testing for 10 
years, not only because it can 
be degrading but more im- 
portantly because the medic- 
al community says tbe proce- 
dure is unreliable. 

“Even if a woman was on 
nafe hormones, they would 
still pass tbe test .because it 
tioesn*t detect steroids,** said 


Dr. Bob McCormack, chief 
medical officer for Canada’s 
Commonwealth Games 
t e a m . 

The test can also miss np to 
90 per amt of women who 
have a strength advantage 
through chromosomal dis- 
orders. 

The test involves analysing 
a cell sample from the inside 
of the dieek and a hair. 
Analysts check for female X 
chromosomes and male Y 
chromosomes. 

“It’s qmck and painless, 
but it’s jnst the fact that you 
have to go through the whole 
procedure jnst to prove that 
you’re female, whereas the 
men on the team don’t have- 
to do somethi ng like that,” 
said Canadian swimmer Nik- 
ki Dryder, who was glad to 
see the test go. 

Men have competed as 


women In international com- 
petition. German Dora Rat- 
jen, who was fourth in the 
women’s high jump at the 
1936 Olympics, was disco- 
vered to be a man 20 yean 
later. 

Suspicions about the gen- 
der of Soviet sisters Irina and 
Tamara Press, who won five 
Olympic medals between 
them and set 26 world re- 
cords, eventually ted to the 
imposition of sex testing at 
the Olympics in the 1960s. 

Though athletes no longer 
have to parade naked in front 
of a gynaecologist, McGregor 
says the modern test is stil 
unacceptable. 

“The International Olym- 
pic Committee is steeped in 
tradition and the winds of 
change blow slowly,” she 
sakL “It’s jnst blatant sexism 
cm their part.” 


CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR FEASIBILITY 
AND 

PROJECT DESIGN 
OF 

DISInMUDAVVWARA/ AMMAN 
WATER I 
INVITATION NO. 54/94/DSC 

Further to the advertisement published in the local 
newspapers on August 8 and 9, 1994, local consul- 
tants) shall be qualified by the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing as follows: 

1 . In case of one consultant entering alone with the 
foreign consultants), class “A” in water and 
sewerage is a must, class "A" or “B" in buildings 
and class "A" or "B" in roads. 

2. In case of a joint venture between local consul- 
tants entering with the foreign consultants), 
class “A" in water and sewerage they can enter 
into a joint venture with class "A" or "B" in 
buildings and roads to satisfy this requirement as 
long as the joint venture is qualified as class “A”, 
“B" or "C" in water and sewerage. 

Eng. Koussal A. Qutelshat 

Chairman of the Dial Special Tendering 

Committee 

Secretary General 

Water Authority of Jordan 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A position has become available for a business development 
manager in a major export-oriented manufacturing company. 
Responsibilities will include the following: 

- Co-management of various industries. 

- Setting up new factories. 

- Conduct feasibility for various other industrial ventures. 

- Product marketing. 

The compensation package will be generous. We are willing to 
consider applicants with the following qualifications: 

☆ MBA or Masters in industrial management from an American/ 
English institution. 

☆ Extensive computer competency. 

4 At least two years experience. 

Candidates should send their resume and a recent photograph to: 

MBA Position, P.O. Box 7245 t 

Ammart-Jordan 


Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 I Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PHILADELPHIA 


Kathleen Turner, Dennis Quad i--j n 

undercover blues 

Shows: 1*30, 3 JO. 6:15, *30. 10:30 


PLAZA 


Mahmoud Abed Al Aziz 
4 

KHALTBTTA 

Shows 1230, 3-JO, 6:15, 830, 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘V 
STRIKING DISTANCI 

Shows 12:30, 3-J0, 6:15,' 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD * 2 * 


Tom Hanks — in 

PMlMMpbia 

Shows: 3 - 6 - 19-JO 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Cinwma and Thaatia 

Presents the political comedy: 

Ugal Evening EnttrtafciMattt 

Starring: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalaje?. 
Hassan Al Shser and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation caB tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Td.: 675571 


Today & Everyday 
Abu c Atwwad in aodal comedy 

“i VlIUl HOB) BM» 


Nabil & HishanVs Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

☆ The play — ■ - 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

With Amal Dabbas 
Every Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

* The play 

Salam Ya Salam 

With Nadera Omran 
Every Wednesday. Thursday and 
Friday 
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IEWS IN BRIEF 


Wife-beating widespread in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Wife-beating is widespread in Kuwait but 
fear of social stigma ensures the victims never tell, a 
sociologist said in remarks published on Wednesday. 
"Much as we hate to admit it, domestic violence exists in all 


strata of Kuwaiti society and is increasing day by day,” 
Hind Al Naqeeb, professor of sociology at Kuwait Uni- 


“ersiiy, was quoted as saying by the English4an_ 
Kuwait Times." “But the problem is masked and hidden 
the fear of social stigma,” she said in an interview. The 
newspaper gave no figures but reported psychology profes- 
sor Ahmad Al Quraishi as saying most men who battered 
their wives had seen fathers hit their mothers, or been 
beaten up themse>ves. They grew up to accept it as normal, 
he said. “Most of these battered women belong to 
extremely close-knit and respectable families and if such a 
thing came to light it would only tarnish their reputation,” 
Ms. Naqeeb said. She said several of her students used to 
be beaten "black and blue” by husbands. One bedouin 
student h ad her nose broken. "When I urged her to take 
legal action she surprised me by saying her husband was not 
at” fault, rather it was her mistake for provoking him.” 


fGjffiPsnriasa sst&Ber leaves jail 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A Jewish settler emerged from 
Israeli jail cn Wednesday after being held for six months 
following the Hebron mosque massacre vowing to continue 
his fight against the government. “Prison has not dunged 
rr.y ideas ot all and ? shall continue fighting the govern- 
ment's policy by legal means,” said Ben Sion Gupstein, 25, 
sfter serving six months of administrative detention at 
Sharer, p riser, near Tel Aviv. He was arrested along with 
•rich: other J ev/ish extremists after settler Baruch Goldsteifl 
shot dead 30 Arab worshippers in a Hebron mosque. 
Gupstein is a student at a Talmudic seminary in Kyriat 
Arba. che «s!!-ement on the edge of Hebron which was also 
Goldstein's home. Four other Jewish extremists are still in 
detention including Baruch Marzei, leader of the outlawed 
and- Arab Kach movement. In June the authorities ex- 
tended Msrzei’s period of detention by another three 
months. 


airan siesas fciios of morphine 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police seized 200 kilogrammes of 
morphine in southeastern Iran and arrested three suspected 
drug trafSc’cere, a newspaper reported Wednesday. 
Kayhan sate ihe drugs, hidden in a truck, were seized 
Tuesday near the town of Bam in Kerman province. More 
than 52 torses of drugs, mainly opium from Aghanistan 
zr5 Pakistan, have been seized in Iran since March. The 
ngurr for the whole of 1993 was 95 tonnes. Drug trafficking 
anti vs* rr e strictly banned in Iran under a law passed in 
' s .r8v rise t lays down a maximum penalty of death. 


! tetfj tc "S'giav £& debt to Bulgaria 


SOFIA (R) — Iraq will repay Bulgaria a $2 billion debt 
mostly with oil supplies after the United Nations embargo 
is lifted, Iraqi Ambassador to Sofia Mohammad Amin 
Ahmad told a news conference on Wednesday. “Iraq is 
keenly interested in restoring active economic Hnl« with 
Bulgaria and is prepared to repay Bulgaria its debt as soon 
as the U.N. embargo is lifted,” the ambassador said 
speaking through an interpreter. “Iraq's debt was a natural 
result cf the big trade turnover between the two countries, 
which was abruptly cut by the U.N. imposed embargo,” he 
added. Tee debt, $1.5 billion plus interest, was run up 
between 1932 and 1990. Bulgaria, like other countries in 
-Eastern Europe, supplied Iraq with arms and other goods 
in return for* crude oil during the war with Iran. 


Pastern’s Bfaastto to visit Gaza 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir 
3h3tiC plans to visit the Gaza Strip on Sept. 4 to meet 
rajestiman leaders, the Foreign Ministry said on Wednes- 
day. Ms. Bhutto will be the first head of government to visit 
Palestinian-administered Gaza since self-rule began in 
May. From there she will go to Cairo for a three-day visit to 
attend a U.N. population conference. 
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jrarasE esad, 4 missing in 'flying boat 1 crash 


ANKARA (R) — A German man died and another 
German went missing after their "flying boat” plunged into 
the Mediterranean off the southern Turkish coast, police 
said on Wednesday. “The boat, fixed to a kind of 
paraglider, crashed into the sea after its motor failed and 
the wind suddenly changed,” said a police official in a 
provincial capital. Antalya. The accident happened at a 
holiday village in Serik, about 40 kilometres east of 
A^italya town, cn Tuesday afternoon. The air-filled motor- 
beat was suspended by a triangular wing. like a paraglider. 
A- second-boat pulled it along at sea until it took off. It was 
ir~-: rer.tiy assigned so that it could glide down to the sea 
'♦sere could be used like a boat. Anatolian news agency 
■"lid *h? boat dropped 100 metres into the sea. 


?usa5S2i aeronautic team visits Iran 


■ r.'-TRAN (AF?) — A high-level Russian delegation is 
. vi siting Iran to discuss transferring aeronautic technology 
: to :hv isl^T.tc republic and swopping helicopters for Iranian 
• ?oods. c newspaper reported here Wednesday. The delega- 
; tie-, grouping representatives from Russia's aircraft indus- 
: irv. wanted to sec for itself the potential of the Iranian 
rii-craft md-rsiry and explore ways of future cooperation. 



Russian- made helicopters to Iran for products 
wliiriJ RiswfsL, needs.” the paper added. Newspapers said 
here in November that Iran planned to buy or lease 30 
Ruoriar. hsiicopiers, including the giant MI-26, to ferry 
c-«s«*ngers end for relief operations. 


-a?©j: Oman foiled Islamist plot 


> •" r,-j 


ivv f WA p’ ( R ) — A Kuwaiti newspaper said on Wednesday 
that Oman has arrested more than 200 people after foiling 
an Islam: r. fundamentalist plot, the first of its kind against 
the govemtner.: o: Oman's Sultan Qaboos since the 1970s. 
Hie newspaper A: Siyassab and its sister English-language 
Arab Times queued what they called highly-informed 
sources as saying civil servants were apparently involved in 
the plot. It said they belonged to fundamentalist groups 
that were not previously known to be active in Oman. The 
newspaper gave -few other details. Oman has said nothing 
about such a plot and officials in Muscat were not 
immediately available to comment on the report which also 
said large amounts of cash bad been found with the 
plotters. But diplomats in the Gnlf said reports filtering out 
of Oman suggested there had been a crackdown against 
Islamic militants in the conservative state. 


Italy, Netherlands pledge $5m to Yemen 


SANAA (R) — Italy and the Netherlands pledged about $5 
million of aid to Yemen in response to a United Nations 
appeal to cover urgent food and health needs after its dvil 
war, a U.N. official said on Wednesday. Nejib Freji, the 
U.N. spokesman in the Yemeni capital Sanaa, said Italy 
pledged $4 million in food aid to be delivered before the 
end of September, while the Netherlands pledged a total of 

."VW *« I rwirnp ami fh*» World Health Or pan ration 


$730,000 to UNICEF and the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). Mr. Freji said $530,000 of the Dutch aid wffl go to 
UNICEF for immunising children, while the rest will go to 
the WHO to launch a campaign of anti-diarihoea drug 
distribution. 




Homeless 
in Beirut 


PALESTINIAN refugees 
live in the streets of Beirut 
after tiny were expelled 
from squatted bufidiugs in 
the Lebanese capital. The 
Lebanese government is 
cleaning areas of Bdrot 
squatted during the war 
(1975-1990) but thousands 
I of Palestinian families have 
I no place to go since their 
I camps have been destroyed 
by militia. Ihe government 
said Wednesday it was 
planning to acquire land to 
bufld homes to accommo- 
date 3*000 famines (AFP 
photo) 


Land-based verification regime 
goes effective at Aqaba today 


By P.V. Vivekanand with agency dispatches 


AMMAN — The first vessel 
to dock at Aqaba without 
being intercepted by higfa-sea 
inspectors in the last four 
years is expected at the Red 
Sea port lane Thursday or 
early Friday after off-shore 
inspections are replaced by a 
land-based verification reg- 
ime at Thursday noon. 

The replacement of inspec- 
tions by warships by observa- 
tions by the London-based 
Lloyds Register of Shipping 
ends an uneasy chapter in 


shipping at Aaaba, the worst- 
bit port in the Gulf crisis 


triggered by the August 1990 
* ‘ invasion of Kuwait. 


Irax^i ii 


inspection, carried out 
by a U.S.-led naval fleet en- 
forcing the punitive interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq, 
have cost Jordan more than 
$1 billion in extra freight and 
related charges in the last 
four years. 

Aqaba-bound ships were 
summarily refused entry or 
diverted to other ports to 
rearrange cargo for inspec- 
tions, or allowed in only after 
the cargo rearrangement is 
done on the spot to the satis- 
faction of the inspection. 

As a result, ships were 
unable to use their full-cargo 
capacity and were delayed for 
days as a result of diversions. 
Hie lucky ones, in foil com- 
pliance with the inspectors' 
guidelines and documenta- 
tion requirements, were de- 
layed by a minimum of 24 
hours at the inspection point 


at the Tiran Straits at the 
mouth of the Gulf of Aqaba 
if they arrived at sunset. 

To make allowances for 
these problems and offset the 
losses caused by the delays 
and cargo limitations, ship- 
owners hiked freight rates to 
and from Aqaba, and Jorda- 
nian importers and exporters 
paid the price. 

Officials, shipping agents 
and importers are all upbeat 
over the end to the offshore 
inspection. 

“As the shape of things to 
come, a shop was allowed in 
yesterday (Tuesday) with su- 
perficial inspections,” said 
Tawfiq Kawar, chairman of 
the Jordan 'Shipping Agents 
Association (JSAA). “It was 
tiie first time that the inspec- 
tors allowed in a ship with 
containers stacked five- 
high” 

At noon today, the 
warships stationed at the 
Tiran Straits will move away 
while an eight-member team 
of Lloyds Surveyors will for- 
mally take np position at the 
port of Aqaba to work in 
coordination with the ports 
and customs authorities to 
verify that goods arriving at 
the port conform with the 
documents accompanying 
them. 

Deputy spokesman Col- 
onel Douglas Kennett said 


Thursday. 

If Lloyd's Register decides 
this method is “effective,” 
Kennett said, "man time in- 
terception operations in the 
Red Sea will end.” He ex- 
plained that the government 
of Jordan sought these pro- 
cedural changes. 

Meanwhile, ships bound 
for and proceeding from Iraq 
through the Gulf will be in- 


eration is effective, maritime 
interception operations in the 
Red Sea will end,” Comman- 
der T. McCreary, spokesman 
for the Gulf-bared U.S. Nav- 
al Forces Central Command, 
said in a statement. 

Jordan’s contribution to 
the U.S.-sponsored Arab- 
Israeli peace process, and the 


speed with which it is moving 
with 


spected by a multi-national 
ask fo 


naval task force which in- 
dudes 84 U.S. ships. The 
navies of the U.S. and 13 
other nations have mter- 


towards a peaae treaty 
Israel it is highly likely that 
the Red Sea inspections will 
be formally lifted after the 
trial period. 


cepted 21392 ships in the 
be Gulf at 


Red Sea and the Gulf since 
the intercept operation began 
four years ago. 

Of these 11,935 were in the 
Red Sea, which became the 
primary search zone after the 
Gulf War closed down Iraqi 
ports in 1991. 

Of the ships challenged, 
9,710 have been boarded by 
naval teams according to 
U.S. navy figures. Most were 
in the Red Sea. 

Jordan had boycotted 
peace talks with Israel since 
the end of March to protest 
the U.N. blockade of Aqaba. 
Bnt after Washington 


“The procedures have 
been changed in response to 
requests from the govern- 
ment of Jordan,” Cmdr. 
McCreary said. 

He stressed that U-S. naval 
forces will continue to oper- 
ate in the Red Sea, a strategic 
•waterway on Saudi Arabia's 
western seaboard that links 
the Indian Ocean with the 
Suez Canal in the north. 


agreed in April to switch to 
eel veril 


the intercept operations 
underway in the Red Sea wDl 


be suspended 'for a one- 
month intensive period” be- 


land-based verification, 
peace talks resumed and cul- 
minated in the July 25 dec- 
laration by Israel to end the 
46-year state of war between 
them, giving fresh impetus to 
the stalled peace process. 

“Following the transition 
period, and upon verification 
that the Lloyd’s Register op- 


“The U.S. has interests in 
the region that go beyond the 
multinational intercept op- 
erations conducted over the 
last four years,” be added. 

He said the American 
warships currently conduct- 
ing Red Sea inspections are 
the cruiser USS Leyte Gulf, 
the destroyer USS Conofly, 
the frigate USS John L. Hall 
and the support vessel USS 
Merrimack. 


U.S. Coast Guard Squad- 
ron 42, embarked in Leyte 


Gulf, commands the U.S. 
Red Sea maritime intercep- 
tion group. 


Signs emerge of steady moves 
heralding Iraqi return to oil market 


By Mariam S hahm 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A call this 
week by an Arab member 
of tiie Israeli Knesset for a 
lifting of economic sanc- 
tions on Iraq and the 
announcement that the de- 
puty is to meet the Iraqi 
ambassador to the United 
Nations are indications that 
a campaign for Iraq's re- 
habilitation is pick up 
steam. 

Knesset member Abdul 
Wahab Darawsheh said 
Tuesday he planned to see 
Iraq’s U.N. ambassador 
during a visit to New York, 
Israeli Radio said Wednes- 
day. 

the Israeli press has been 
suggesting Iraqi-born cabinet 
ministers Moshe Sfaahal and 
Benyamin Ben Eliezer as 
middlemen in clandestine 
Israeli-Iraqi talks. Mr. 
Darawsheh’s announce- 
ment that he is meeting 
with the Iraqi envoy brings 
greater credibility to what 
has been essentially, a 
series of speculations and 
comments made by anony- 
mous sources. 

Four years after a U.N.- 
imposed economic embargo 
on Iraq, die oil-rich country 
is still being treated like a 
pariah by the sole super- 
power, the United States. 

But Iraq's regional- im- 
portance and oil wealth as 
well as its potential buying 
power make its re-entry in 
the international arena a 
big deed. 

There are many confus- 
ing signals as to when and 
how the changes involving 
Iraq will take place. What 
seems almost certain, 
however, is that change is 
coming. 

first, there was a re- 


ported clandestine meeting 
between an Iraqi defence 
official and Israelis, and 
then an approach to Israel’s 
U.N. envoy “to talk peace” 
by the Iraqi U.N. ambassa- 
dor in New York. 

The Kuwaiti newspaper 
Al Siyassab quoted a 
Palestinian member of the 
Palestinian- Israeli econo- 
mic cooperations commit- 
tee as saying that “secret 
talks” encompassing econo- 
mic cooperation and oil 
sales had been held. Israel, 
the Palestinian source said, 
wants to bny 100,000 bar- 
rels of oil a day for con- 
sumption and Iraq is willing 
to sell. 

Whether the 100,000 bar- 
rels would be added to the 


package which Iraq win sell 
tinian self-rule au- 


tfae Palestinian 
thority 25,000 barrels a day 
through Jordan at $9 a bar- 
rel is still unclear. 

Another subject related 
to oil sales was reportedly 
discussed at the clandestine 
meeting in Europe was an 
Israeli request to use the 
port of Haifa as the outlet 
of Iraqi oil to Europe in the 
post-peace era, according 
to the Al Siyassab. An un- 
named Jordanian marine 
company is looking into the 
possibilities of reopening an 
abandoned oil pipeline that 
used to pump Iraqi oil 
through Jordan to Haifa, 
according to the report. 


Recent visits by Iraqi De- 
Mi tester Tareq 


puty Prime Mi 
Aziz to Morocco and a pre- 
vious visit to Italy at the 
beginning of the summer 
both involved the “possible 
dialogue” with Israelis, Ira- 
qi officials have hinted. 

Morocco has been a tra- 
ditional intermediary be- 
tween Israel and Arab 
countries. Mr. Aziz’s visit 


to Morocco came days after 
Jordan made public state- 
ments saying that no com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion could be achieved 
without Iraq. 

Iraq responded by saying 
it woiukl do its own di- 
plomatic foot work and did 
not need Jordan to do talk- 
ing on its behalf. 

But an Israeli-Iraqi dia- 
logue is only one aspect of 
the new “Iraqi equation,” 
as one European diplomat 
called it. 

Despite French, Russian 
and Chinese protests every 
60 days the U.N. sanctions 
are simply renewed without 
too much ado. 

Attempts by the Turks to 
repair and reopen an ofl 
pipeline, a bid by Pakistan 
to open airways allowing 
easier access for Shiite wor- 
shippers to visit Kaibala 
and Najef, and pleas by 
Russia to recommence its 
pre-crisis projects have all 
been stalled for tiie mo- 
ment. 

Even the Iraqi Kurds, the 
pet project of aid agencies, 
have now been pushed 
aside by the more urgent 
needy in Bosnia, Rwahda, 
Yemen and the like. A cut 
in the number of U.N. 
guards protecting the Kurds 
in the northern semi- 
autonomons regions have 
been decreased again after 
only 20 per cent of the $288 
million needed to upkeep 
the U.N. operation were 
raised. 

But parallel to tins, un- 
ilateral steps to create 
change have also been 
taken. In mid- August, Tur- 
key reopened its Harbur 


to “restate their support for 
Iraq's unity.” A statement 
widely interpreted to be 
anti-Kurdish was also a sig- 
nal to Baghdad and the 
West that Iraq's neighbours 
were concerned about the 
sanctioned nation. 

Pakistan, one of more 
than a dozen Asian nations 


to have reopened their 
embassies in Baghdad, has 


bolder crossing with Iraq. 
Days later roe foreign 


ministers of Iran, Turkey 
and Syria met in Damascus 


offered to mediate with 
Kuwait on Iraq's behalf to 
help end sanctions. Pakis- 
tan currently has a seat on 
the U.N. Security Council. 

According to Iraqi offi- 
cials who speak on condi- 
tion of anonymity, there are 
several things on the agen- 
da of discussion with Amer- 
icans, Israelis and Euro- 
peans that indicate how 
conflicting the different in- 
terests are. 

“first of all Iraq is in- 
terested in getting sanctions 
lifted or at least relaxed. 
This is a number one prior- 
ity,” said one Iraqi govern- 
ment official. 

“There are an increasing 
number of conditions from 
different parties on bow to 
achieve this/' he said. 

According to Iraqi offi- 
cials the conditions that 
their country is expected to 
meet are being dictated pri- 
marily, but not exclusively, 
by the United States and 
allies of tiie U.S. govern- 
ment. 

First there are issues of 
preferential trade rela- 
tionships with U.S. firms — 
construction, reconstruc- 
tion, petroleum etc. Then 
there is the issue of die 
peace talks. 

French, German, Rus- 
sian, Turkish, Polish. 
Romanian, Japanese, Indi- 


(Continued on p^e 7) 


Tehran 

demands 

American 


apology 


BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — Argentina's attorney 
general has said there is not 
enough evidence to involve 
Iranian diplomats in the July 
18 bombing of a Jewish com- 
munity centre in which nearly 
100 died and more than 200 
were wounded. 


Iran promptly demanded 
Washington 


that Washington apologise 
for accusing it of being be- 
hind the bombing. 

A Tehran Radio commen- 
tary specifically urged U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who conde- 
mned Iran before the results 
of the initial Argentine inves- 
tigation were made public, to 
apologise to Tehran. 

Argentine Attorney 
General Angel Aguero 
Iturbe was quoted by the 
state-owned Telam news 
agency as saying on Tuesday 
that there was not enough 
proof against Iran in the case 
of the July 18 bombing which 
killed nearly 100 people in 
Buenos Aires. 

He said the case, instead of 
going to the supreme court, 
should be sent back to inves- 
tigating Judge Juan Jose 
Galeano who had issued 
arrest warrants for four Ira- 
nian officials. 

“There is the expectation 
that countries which led in 
slandering Iran should now 
apologise — above all the 
United States and especially 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher,” Tehran Radio 
said. 


Ten days after the car- 
bomb blast. Mr. Christopher 
in effect blamed Iran and a 
pro-Iranian Lebanese group. 

“Groups like Hizbollah 
that wreak havoc and blood- 
shed must be defeated and 
Hizbollah's patron, Iran, 
must be contained,” he told 
the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee in Washington. 

Mr. Christopher, who was 
speaking about the Buenos 
Aires explosion, called Iran 
an “international outlaw.” 
According to Attorney 
General Angel Aguero 
Iturbe *s decision, disclosed to 
the press early Wednesday, 
the supreme court of justice 
should abstain from taking 
over the investigation of the 
bombing. 


The nine -member supreme 
court was scheduled to meet 
Wednesday to consider the 
attorney general's recom- 
mendation, which will be 
accepted, court sources said. 

Judge Galeano summoned 
six Iranian diplomats last 
month, claiming he “sus- 
pected” they were involved 
m the bombing. According to 
the Argentine constitution, 
the supreme court must take 
over any case involving fore- 
ign diplomats. 

The judge's ruling severely 

strained Argentine-Iranian 
diplomatic relations. Both 
ambassadors were sum- 
moned by their governments 
and Iran blamed Argentina 
of submitting to Israeli and 
U.S. pressures to involve the 
Tehran regime in terrorist 
actions. 

Argentine President Carlos 
Menem on Aug. 16 defended 
Mr. Galeano's findings, 
saymg there was "valid evi- 
dence of participation of the 
community” i n the 


T™™ said Israel and th c 
United States, angry at Iran's 
opposroon to Arab-lsraeJi 
peace deals, were putting 
pressure on the Argentinl 
government to act fgaiJS 


Cat bites dog, 
saves baby 


is 

& 




■in 


i". 


AUCKLAND (AFP) _ 

Forget cartoon Hon kings. 

New Zealand had a real 
feline heroine in the form of a 
grey Abvssinian cat called 
puss who’took on a big dog to 
save her human family's 
baby. The New Zealand 
Herald reported that when 
Amber Logan saw a big black 
dog run at her baby she 
thought the animal was going 
to grab three-month-old In- 
dia. But Puss leapt to the 
defence of India, who was 
strapped into a portable seat 
on the porch. "I looked 
and this huge black dog was 
running down the path,” 

Logan said. "I thought ‘oh 
my God, it's going to grab the 
baby’.” However, Puss 
jumped on the Doberman/ 
German Shepherd cross and 
dug her teeth and claws into 
the dog’s back. Logan grab- 
bed India as Puss continued 
the battle. "The dog threw 
puss off its back but the cat 
jumped back on to its head, 
sticking her claws in and she . j ^ . 
bit its eye. The dog yelped fr- 
ond took off and the cat took - 
Off after it.” she said. Puss 
did not return and Logan 
thought her five-year-old cat 
must have been killed. But, 
early Tuesday, Puss crawled 
home. Later she was taken to 
a vet to have her severe 
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bruising attended to. local 
authorities are looking for 
the dog. 


Fujimori strips 
wife of official 
status 


LIMA (R) — Peruvian Presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori said 
he was stripping his wife of 
her official functions as first 
lady because of her "incom- ' 
prehensible” criticism of the 
government and apparent 
wish to become president 
herself. “I have decided to 
separate my wife (Susana 
Higuchi) from her functions 
as first lady,” Mr. Fujimori 
said in a late night televised 
address to the nation. “From 
now on, Mrs. Higuchi can 
carry out her political activi- 
ties in open opposition to the 
government when and where 
she pleases, like any citizen, 
but not as first lady," he 
added. Mr. Fujimori has^p 
been visibly annoyed by pub- 
lic statements by Ms. 
Higuchi. from whom he has 
been living apart since her 
public protest this month 
over an electoral law that 
bans her from seeking office 
or criticising his rule. Ms. 
Higuchi, who uses her . 
maiden name, has made 
“generalised and vague 
accusations” of corruption in 
the government, fuelling un- 
certainty and damaging the 
country’s image abroad, the 
president said. Mr. Fujimori, 
who for the last two weeks 
has been sleeping in Peru’s 
army headquarters known as 
the “Little Pentagon” with 
three of their four children, 
made no reference to the 
presidential couple's marital 
status. 


Diana posing for 
a portrait session 
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LCTNDON (AP) — Princes 
Diana, who says she feels . 
she's being destroyed by 
allegations which she denies 
about crank phone calls, pot 
on a brave face Tuesday for a 
portrait session with artist 
Nelson Shanks. Princess Di- 
ana was pictured smiling as 
she arrived in her chauffeur- 
driven car for the session with 
the American artist at a 5»- # 
dio at Chelsea in west Lou- 
don. But the 33-year-oW 
princess looked serious assho - 
again encountered press 
photographers when she left 
the studio two hours later 
holding a bunch of pink roses 
given to her by Shanks, who 
is ranked one of Amenta’s ' ' 
top artists. Scotland Yard- 
confirmed Tuesday that 
police investigated a series of . 
crank calls to wealthy Lon- 
don art dealer Oliver Hoaw- 
whidi press reports say tfcfA . 
tocsd of Princess Diana's 
private phone line. News.Qf 
The World reported Sunday 
that police investigated ’ 

300 silent calls were traced 1 © 

Princess Diana's private jib® : 
in Kensington Palace, her* 
mobile phone, phone booths, 
near the palace and .ofbCL.. 
phones she had access to- -• 

London’s police chief 
Paul Condon said Tuesday." 

Scotland Yard will not -Ifr- 
vestigate the leak. His sat*. - 
ment followed one by ,„ UI 

Of The World editor' 

Morgan which said the ft (ks'^'n i 

for his paper's story was n^5 ./ “’n-. . 

serving police officer. . ~ 
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